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CHAP. I. 

Strof7g Indications of a vicious Di^ofition. 

RELIGION teaches, that Vice leads 
to endlefs mifery in a future ftate ; 
and Experience proves, that in fpite of the 
gayeft and moft profperous appearances, 
inward mifery accompanies her ; for, even 
in this life, her ways are ways of wretch- 
ednefsy and all her paths are woe. 

This obfervation has been fo often made, 
that it muft be known to all, and its truth 
is feldom formally denied by any j yet the 
conduct of men would fometimes lead us 
tofufpe£t, either that they had never heard 
It, or that they think it falfe. To recal i 
A 3 truth 
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truth of fuch importance to the recolledion 
of mankind, and to illuftrate it by example, 
may therefore be of ufe. 

Tracing the windings of Vice, however, 
and delineating the difgufting features of 
Villany, are unpleafant talks ; and fome 
people cannot bear to contemplate fuch a 
pidure. It is fair, therefore, to warn 
Readers of this turn of mind, not to perufe 
the ftory of Zeluco, 

This perfon, fprung from a noble family 
in Sicily, was a native of Palermo, where 
he paffed the years of early childhood, 
without being diftinguifhed by any thing 
very remarkable in his difpofition, unlefs 
it was a tendency to infolence, and an in- 
clination to domineer over boys of inferior 
rank and circumftances. The bad ten- 
dency of this, however, was fo ftrongly 
remonftrated againft by his fatheri and 
others who fuperintended his education, 
that it was in a great degree checked, and 
in a fair way of being entirely overcome. 

In the tenth year of his age he loft hia 
father, and was left under the guidance of 

a mother. 
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a mother, whofe darling he had ever been, 
and who had often blamed her hufband for 
too great feverity tb a fon, whom, in her 
fond opinion, nature had endowed with 
every good quality. 

A fliort time after the death of his father, 
Zeluco began to betray ftrong fymptoms of 
that violent and overbearing difpofition to 
which he had always had a propenfity, 
though he had hitherto been obliged to re- 
firain it. Had that gentleman lived a few 
years longer, the violence of Zeluco's tem- 
per would, it is probable, have been weak- 
ened, or entirely annihilated, by the con- 
tinued influence of this habit of reftraint, 
and the reft of his life might have exhibited 
a very different charadier j for he (hewed 
fufhcient command of himfelf as long as 
his father lived : but very foon after his 
death, he indulged, without control, every 
humour and caprice; and his miftaken 
mother applauding the blufterings of petu- 
lance and pride as indications of fpirit, his 
temper became more and more ungovern- 
able, and at length feemed as inflammable 
A 3 as 
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as gunpowder, buriling into flaflies of rage 
at the flighted touch of provocation. 

It may be proper to mention one inftancc 
of this violence of temper, from which the 
reader will be enabled to form a jufter no- 
tion than his mother did, of what kind of 
fpirit it was an indication. 

He'had a favourite fparrow, fo tame that 
it picked crumbs from his hand, and,hoppcd 
familiarly on the table. One day it did 
not perform certain tricks which he had 
taught it, to his fatisfaftion. This put 
the boy into a paffion : the bird being 
frightened, attempted to fly oflF the table. 
He fuddenly feized it with his hand, and 
while it ftruggled to get free, with a eurfe 
he fqueezed the little animal to death. 
His tutor, who was prefent, was fo . 
fhocked at this inftance of abfurd and 
brutal rage, that he punifhed him as he 
deferved, faying, /* I hope this will cure 
*) you of giving vent to fuch odious gufta 
" of paflion. If it does not, remember 
5* what I tell you. Sir ; ahey will render 
** you hateful to others, wretched to your- 

•^ felf> 
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** Telf, and may bring yott one day, to opea 
♦* fhgime and endlefs remorfe/* Zeluco 
complained to his mother ;^ and fhe dif- 
xnifled the tutor, declaritig, that fhe would 
not have her fon's vivacity repreffed by the 
rigid miaxkns of a narrow-minded pedant. 



A 4 
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C H A p. II. 

. See how the world its veterans rewards! 
A youth of frolicks — an old age of cards. 

Pope* 

TOEING now freed from that authority 
which had hitherto flimulated him to 
occafional exertions, Zeluco renounced all 
application to letters. This was partly 
owing to the love of diffipation and amufe- 
ment natural to boys, but principally to 
the influence of a maxim very generally 
adopted by fervants, and by them and 
other profound obfervcrs inftilled into the 
minds of the young heirs" of great for- 
tunes, whofe faculties it too often be- 
numbs, likfe the touch of the torpedo, and 
renders them incapable through life of 
every praife-worthy exertion. The maxim 
is this — That learning, although it is fome- 
times of fervice to thofe who are intended 
for certain profefEons, or are in. anyway 

to 
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to gain it livelihood by it, is entirely ufelcfi 
to men whofe fortunes are already made. 
— It is hardly to be conceived how many 
young minds have been checked in the pro- 
grefs of improvement -by the fccret opera* 
tion of this malignant dodlrine. 

The negle£t of letters was compcnfated, 
in his mother's opinion, by his afliduous 
application to dancing, fencing, and other 
accomplifhments of the fame clafs. In- 
deed, ihe imagined he beflowed fuper- 
fiuous pains even on thefc, being per- 
fuaded that nature had done fo much for 
lier fon, that there was no need of the 
ornaments of art. 

Being captivated with the uniform of 
fome Neapolitan oflScers, Zeluco, at an early 
period of his life, announced a decided tafte 
for the profeflion of arms. This heroic 
refolutipn was highly approved of by all 
thofe to whom he communicated it j which, 
indeed, was generally the cafe whatever 
he communicated, becaufe he affociated 
only with thofe who were ready to ap- 
: prove of all he did or propofed ; for it 

was 
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\72iS another mtferable trait in this young 
matins charadcr, to prefer the company of 
obfequious dependants, who on no occafioii 
withhold their aflcnt, to that of men of a 
liberal fpirtt or of equal ibank with himfelf ; 
a feature which infallibly ptits ail end to 
improvement, and fchdtrs' a than at length 
as difagreeable to fofieti^ as- fociety Is to 
him. — The tender affedion of Ihis mother 
was not greatly alarmed at the martial re- 
folution of her fon, becaufe in the Neapo- 
litan dominions the profefEon of a foldiet 
having no connection with lighting, thiB 
indulgent parent knew that her fon's ' mili- 
tary ardour would fubjed him to no other 
danger than is attendant on reviews : to 
this (he fubmitted, being aware that glory 
could not be obtained for nothing. 

The pacific fituation of the Neapolitan 
army, however, was not Zeluco's feafoa 
for preferring it ; for he was naturally of 
a daring fpirit. He, like many other idle , 
young men, was attraded to the profeffioa 
of arms by a.relifh for the drefs of an offi- 
cer, and by the vanity of command over k 

few 
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few foldicrs. At this timche thought no 
deeper on the fubjed. An application wat^ 
therefore made by this indulgent mother 
for a commiffion for her (on? 'ietwcea 
which period and the time of its being 
granted, Zduco counted the moments with 
the moft fretful impatience ; for although 
he had already ordered his regimentals, and 
often indulged himfclf in the pleafure of 
ftrutting in them before a mirror, yet he 
experienced the agonies of Tantalus till he 
could appear with them abroad. As the 
exigencies of the fervice did not require 
the immediate prefence of Zeluco, he was 
permitted to remain at Palermo, and was 
introduced by his mother into a fele(9: circle 
of her own acquaintance, which, (he in- 
formed him, confiftcd of fbe very befi com^ , 
pany of Palermo, where he would acquire 
the moft ^ ufeful of all knowledge — the 
knowledge of the world — and thi^ too in 
the moft agreeable and moft eflFe<Stual m,an- 
ner. 

Thie fociety was principally Gompoibd of 
a fet of ladies of quality—maidens, wives, 

and 
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and widows — refpedable undoubtedly oil 
account of their fex and age ; and a few 
gentlemen, who bore a wonderful refem- 
blance in charader to the ladies. What- 
ever bufinefs or avocation the members of 
this fociety had, befides thofc of cards and 
fleepj it muft be confefled that fuch avoca- 
tions occupied but a moderate (hare of their 
time, as all of them fpent fix or {even 
hours of the four-and-twenty in the for- 
mer, and none of them allowed lefs than 
nine to the latter, 

Zeluco's bloom, vivacity, and aptitude 
in learning the different games, procured 
him many flattering marks of attention 
from the female members. Thefe for fome 
time,pleafed the youth himfelf, while his 
mother was highly gratified with the con- 
gratulations poured out on all fides on the 
promifing talents and charming appearance 
of her fon ; fhe refledicd with plcafure alfo 
on the vaft advantage which he enjoyed in 
being, atTuch an early period of his life, re- 
moved from the contagion of frivolous com- 
pany, and introduced into fo poliQied a circle. 

What 
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What degree of improvement a fteady 
and persevering cultivation of this fociety 
might have produced in Zcluco, was not 
fairly tried ; for the flattery and blandifli- 
ments of the old ladies foon became in- 
Hpid, ahd he ftrayed in fearch of pleafure 
to thofe haunts where flie appears with 
lefs decorum ^nd more zeft ; foon after 
he joined his regiment at Naples, where 
he paffed moft of his time with a few 
young officers, who, with an equal paf- 
fion for pleafure, had not equal means of 
indulging it, and were therefore too apt to 
flatter his vanity and bear his humours.— 
The love of pleafure feemed to increafe 
\ipon him by indulgence, and was greatly 
cheriflied by the ill-judged prodigality of 
his mother, whofe fondaefs could not re- 
fill his unrelenting importunity for money. 
The means with which this furnifhed him 
of indulging all his humours, in a country 
where rank claims an almoft defpotic fway 
over the lower orders of mankind, joined 
to his keeping company only with depend^ 
^i^ts, cheyiihcd and invigorated the fceda 

of 
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of caprice, felfifhnefs, pride, and injuftice, 
which had been early fown in the breaft of 
Zeluco, and perhaps generated thofe which 
did not originally exift. With no purfuit 
but pleafure, and with fuperfluous means 
of attaining it^ he enjoyed very little, being 
the conftant ilave of hunaour and caprice j 
and, befidesv he looked forward with fuch 
fretful itnpatienc^ to the period when the 
jaw allowed him the uncontrolled command 
of his fortune, as was fufficient ofitfelfto 
embitter all his prefent enjoyments. 

The .original fource of his wretchednefs, 
and what had augmented, or perhaps ge-» 
nerated, this miferable impatience of tem-s 
per, was the indulgence of his humours, 
and his being too liberally fnpplied in the 
means of gratification; but he himfelf im-r 
puted all his mifcry to the fcanty allowance 
granted by hi$ tutors,, and to his not being 
of age. ' 

Previous to this period he returned to 
Palermo ; and although he did not attend 
his mother's affemblies "with all the punc- 
tuality that fixe wiihed, yet he could not 
^ airways 
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ahvays refift the importunity of a mother 
who was ready to make every facrifice for 
his gratification, and who exacted nothing 
in return but that he (hould give her the 
pleafure of feeing him admired in public, 
and condi^cend to beftow a little of hi? 
company on her in private. 

The happy moment he had fo anxioufly 
iighed for arrived ; and his guardians de« 
volved into his own hands the intire con?* 
du3 of his fortune. But while he re- 
mained in Sicily, on account of certain ar« 
rangeinents for which his prefence wa? 
thought indifpenfably neceffary, an incident 
pccurred which detailed him longer thaa 
Jic intended, 
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CHAP. iir. 

Virtue flie finds too painful an endeavour ; 
Content to dwell in decencies for ever, 

POPB, 

/^NE of the moft important perfonagea 
of the fociety into which Zeluco had 
been introduced, was the Countefs Brunella, 
a lady who took every opportunity of in- 
finuating that fhe had been in her youth 
greatly diftinguifhed for her beauty. No- 
thing, however, remained to juftify her 
pretenfions, except this fingle confideration, 
that as fhe had no fortune, and pofleiTed 
no amiable quality, it was impoffible to 
account for the marriage which raifed her 
both to rank and fortune, but by fuppofing 
t^, at the time it took place, (he was 
handfome. Her charms, howfever, what- 
ever they had once been, were now en- 
tirely fled : but fiie ilill retained all the 
vanity,, infolencej^ and caprice, which ever 

attended > 
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attended the bloom of beauty, with the ad- 
dition of that peevifhnefs and ill humour 
which often accompany its decay. Her 
infolence, however, was only difplayed to 
the.unproteSed, and her ill-humour to her 
fervants ; for, to her fuperiors fhe. was 
always obfequious* and to her equals fhe 
difplayed an everlafting fimper of appro- 
bation. This woman^s benevolence was 
regulated by decorum; her friendlhip by 
conveniency ; and all her afFedlions by eti- 
quette. Her heart had no concern in any 
of thefe matters. 

She was chafte, without being virtuous; 
becaufe in her it proceeded from conftitu- 
tion, not principle. Guarded by the breaft- 
platc of frigidity, which, like the ^gis of 
Minerva, repels the ftiafts of love, fhe 
walked through life eredl, and fleady to 
the didates of decorum and felf-intcrefl, 
without a flip or falfe flep. 

Inexorable to all helplefs females who, 
from the frailty of nature, or the perfidy 
of man, were obferved to totter, or even 
to ftoop, in their progrcfs, fhe infilled 
. Vol. I. B tl^at 
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that they Ihould be for ever excluded from 
the focicty of the upright : jmd if any per- 
fon ihewed a difpofition to palliate their 
wrors, this vulture of chaftity quitted, for 
a moment, the frail bird on whom £he had 
pounced^ and turned her envenomed beak 
againft thofe who were for (hewing the 
fmalleft degree of meicy j and being freed: 
by nature from any prbpenfity to one parti- 
cular frailty, fhe indulged, without bounds^ 
in the gratification of envy, hatred, flan* 
der, haughtinefs, and other vices of the 
fame clafs, for which, from her childhood, . 
fhe had difcovered a decided tafte. 
-.This lady had a niece who lived with^ 
her. The yoqng lady had little or no 
fortune in her own pofleffion, and a^ little, 
in expediation from her aunt, who was. 
too vain and oftentatious to fave any of 
her income, ample as it was. But the 
Cfeuntefs flattered herfcif that Ihe (hould 
procure her niece fuch a marriage as would, 
inftanlly fupply all deficiencies, and raife 
her to wealth arid grandeur. She ootade 
feveral unfuccefsful attempts fer -tb« T)OT- 

'3-^ pofe; 
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poSti .^die failure proceeded more from dif* 
like of the aunt, than from the want of 
attra£lioiu in the young lady. 

A Jktle after Zeluco came of age, the 
aubt fixed her eyes oa him as a commo-* 
dfMs match for her niece. — She wal not 
unacqiiainted with his irregularities, but as 
lii^iconiidered rank and fortune as the gresix 
eflentiaU in a hufband, thefe being fe« 
cured^ Ihe thought the reft of fmall im- 
portance. On former occa(ions ihe had 
proved^ that fhe looked upon age and in« 
fi^mity as no obftacles to the hoiK)ur of 
being a huiband to her niece, and by the 
pains flie now took to draw in Zeluco to a 
marriage, fhe made it clear that (he confiL^- 
dered jprofiigacy as an objeAion equally 
frivolous. 

She began by paying uncommon atten- 
tknx to the mother of Zeluco : as the' 
Cbuotefs Brunella was her fuperior by 
nuptial rank, this attention greatly flat- 
tered the vanity of that weak woman.— 
She had for fome time q|fferved that Ze- 
looa ieemed to pay more particular regard 
B 2 to 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



20 Z E L U C O. 

to her niece than to any other young lady 
at Palermo ; and fhe carefully inftru£ted 
her in the arts of cheriftiing a moderate de- 
gree of liking into a violent paffion, Bot 
this young lady, with lefs prudence, had 
much more fenfibility than her aunt. The 
genteel figure and alluring manners of 
Zeluco feduced her into all the unfufped:- 
ipg confidence of love; but he, amidft 
afFeded paffion, preferved all the citcura*- 
fpedion of determined perfidy, 

Wbilft the aunt, therefore, was artfully 
planning what fhe confidered as an ad- 
vantageous match for her niece, the un- 
wary young woman granted, without 
marriage, what her aunt in fimilar cir- 
cumftances had carefully prefervq|| ; not 
from any value (he put upon the thing, 
but merely becaufe fhe knew that by that 
means alone fhe could fecure the hufband 
,who then paid his court to her. 

Zeluco foon became^ tired of his cpn- 
queft, and difgulkd with the tears of the 
unhappy girl. *'He negleded her with an 
unfeeling indifference more unpardonable 

than 
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thaa tlie crime he had committed. This 
l^ing obferved by the aunt, (he queftioned 
hei: niece, who candidly confefled what her 
fituation would in a (hort time have revealed. 
The Gnintefs expoftulated with Zeluco, 
attempting to obtain by threats, what in- 
tegrity and a fenfe of honour ought to have 
iltdined him to perform. He treated her 
^eats with derifion, and with all the cool- 
ncfs of a veteran in iniquity he told her, 
that if Jhe chofe to keep her niece's ftcret, 
A^ffhould ; in which cafe, by the iriduftry 
of her aunt, flie might ftill be provided 
\Wh a hufband : ** in the mean time," 
idded he farcaftically, ** it is to be hoped 
that you will make your own niece an ex- 
ception from, your favourite maxim, that 
ail who have made a finglefalfe ftep fliould 
be for ever excluded from refpedable fo-- 
tiety." 

The young lady retired to a relation in 
%e Country, and the adventure might have 
remained unknown to the public, had not 
the iaiint, in the madnefs of her refentment, 
prompted a Neapolitan oflSicer, who de- 
B 3 pended 
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pendcd Ott herititerert for liis prdflobtioo, 
to call Zeluco to an accounv for his conduifl 
on this occafion. Zeluco, who was con*- 
ftitmionally intrepid, had for fome time 
wifticd for am opportunity oi fighting a 
duel, the eclat of which was wanting to his . 
reputation. He went out at the firft hint 
with the Neapolitan^ and. Being an ad« 
mirable fwordfinan, wounded and dtfarlEn-' 
ed him ; and thus became an obje& of 
greater admiration in the €yes of many 
ladies than ever, both OA accoi^nt of this 
duel, and the occafion of it. 

The rage, difappointment, and wounded 
pride of th^ aunt, when^fhe knew the 
efvent of the duel, rendered her exceed- 
ingly miferable ; but as in her profperky 
fhe had no feeling for the unfortunate, 
her own misfortunes excited no compaf* 
fion. sSome of her moft intimate ac- 
quaintance, who pafled for her friends, 
involving the niece in their hatred of the 
aunt, betrayed a malicious fatisfadion at 
the fate of the unhappy young woman. 
And what was equally unjuft, the public 

indignation 
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indignation at thel>afe condu^ of Zeluco 
' was not fo great as it ought to have been, 
merely becaufe the perfon he had ruined 
was the nfecc of this odious dowager. 

This woman might have gone through 
life with as few enemies as friends^ had 
(he remained paifively felfifli ; but ihe was 
making continual profeffions of friendfliip ; 
ihe affeded to be the deareft friend of all 
her acquaintance, and to take a moft ex- 
traordinary ihare of interefl in all their 
concerns. Each of them in their turns 
difcovered that her profeffions were falfe— 
from her acquaintance they became her 
enemies, and beheld her misfortunes with 
joy, which otherwife they would have re- 
garded only with indifference. 



B4 
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C HA P. IV. 

i 

The Gratitude of a Son to an indulgent 
Mother. 

A SHORT time ^fier this adventure, 
Zeluco paffed over to Italy* and in 
the different dates of that luxurious coun- 
try he fpent. two years, in every voluptu- 
ous and expenfive gratification that his 
own imagination, or that of the profligate 
company he kept, could fugged. His mo-, 
ther had parted from him with reludance ; 
her fond partiality remained ftroog as ever, 
in fpite of all the proofs of a vicious dif- 
pofition he had difplayed : fhe viewed his 
charadter in a manner precifely the reverfe 
of that in which Defdemona contemplated 
Othello's ; fhe faw Zeluco's mind in his 
n)ifage ; and as thi$ was fair and regular, 
fhe fondly believed it to be a faithful index 
of the other j imputing all that part of his 

conduct 
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coadu£t which (he could not juftify, to 
the warmth of youth, which time and re- 
fiedion would foon correft. She extraded 
a promife from him, before they parted, 
that he fliould write to her regularly twice 
every month till his return. And as {he 
had obferved on many occafions that he 
was by no means exad in fulfilling his 
engagements, fhe took this promife with 
fome folethnity^ and made him renew it 
oftener than once, adding, that if he ne* 
glebed, fhe Ihould certainly imagine that 
fomething very terrible had happened : fhe 
therefore entreated him very earneftly^ by 
a pundual correfpohdence, to fave her from 
fuch a painful tdea« 

The manner in which Zeluco fulfilled 
this engagement, will fet his filial affe<^ioa 
in a clear point of view. 

In a very fhort fpace after his arrival on 
the continent, he began to think the writing 
a few lines every fortnight to his mother 
a piece of intolerable flavery. — And beings 
while at Rome, confined to his chamber, 
on account of a complaint which debarred 

him 
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him equally from pleafure and amujentietity 
he th6ught this a commodious opportonity 
of anticipating the trouble of a corre- 
spondence which was apt to break in upon 
him at lefs convenient feafons. He there* 
fore wrote a number of letters to his mo* 
ther, a little varied in the expreffioui and 
properly dated ; thefe he arranged accord- 
ing to ibeir dates, and then calling his valet 
de chambrc, — " There,'* faid he, ** carry 
one of thefe letters to the poft^houfe every 
fortnight, and when they are exhaufted let 
me know, that I may prepare fome more 
for the old lady/* 

It would be equally fupcrfluous and dif- 
, agreeable to follow Zeluco through the 
icenes of extravagance, folly, and vice^ in 
which he aded a principaLpart for two or 
three years in the various towns of Italy. 
Although he had been happy during the 
whole of that (hort period, it would have 
been happinefs rather too dearly bought at 
the expcnce of the mifery and remorfe he 
felt on finding his credit exhaufted, ind 
his fortune involved lo fuch a degree, that 

nothing 
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aiil)»ng but a . lot^g and fieady courfe pf 
ceconomy could poffiblj eaii ricate it t'^but 
he had not even the recoUedioa of bappi- 
oefft to comfort him for the ruin of his af- 
fairs ;*— *hi8 fortune had been di£Bpatod in 
debauchery, without pleafure ; in magnifi* 
cence, which conferred not refped ; and in 
gaming^ which fometimes drove him to 
the brink of defperation. Let this general 
account fave us from entering into a detail 
of adventures which bear the ftrongeft re- 
iemblance to thofe of fo many profligate 
young men who have aded the fame pacts 
on the fame theatre. 

When his money and credit were nearly 
^xhaufted, he joined his regiment at Napte; 
where, after having remained a decent 
time to intitle him to a{k a new leave of 
iabfence> he made application for permiffioa 
to pafs over to Sicily for the arrangement 
of his domeftic affairs. 

Qn his return to Palermo he had no 
immediate refource but in what his mother - 
could fpare «him from her own jointure; 
and thefe fupplies were not grapted vnih* 

out 
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out ftrong remonftrances again ft bis extra** 
vagance. Thofe, however, he heard with 
apparent patience, and repeated aflfurances 
of amendment, ^ as long as fhe had either 
money or credit remaining ; but when both 
were exhaufted, he fhewed the fame im- 
patient and overbearing temper to her, that 
he had always given proofs of to the reft 
of the world j but what in the one cafe flie 
had palliated as the ebullitions of youthful 
^irit and vivacity, in the other Ihe confi- 
dered as the moft unheard of cruelty and 
ingratitude. — In the bitternefs of her heart, 
flip icnumerated every inftance of indul- 
gence, generofity, and aflFedion fhe had 
ihewn him, and upbraided him for the 
returns he had made> in terms didiated 
by rage and difappointment. He^anfwered 
with the moft infulting coolnefs and. the 
moft flinging indifference. The unhappy 
woman was wounded to the foul. — She had 
looked forward with parental impatience to 
the hour of her fon V return. — Her fpirits had 
rifen or fallen as that happy epoch feemed 
to advance or to recede. — Her daily |)rayer, 

and 
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and nightly dream, was thi^ darling fon's 

return, improved by experience, accom* 

pliftied by travel^ the objefl of univcrfal 

admiration, while fhe imagined that (he 

herfelf fliould be envied by every mother 

in Palermo. 

Her difappointment was as fevere as her 

hopes had been fanguine.— She felt 

How fliarper than a ferpent's tooth it is 
To have a thanklefs child.—— 

She retired to the houfe of a poor relation 
who lived in the neighbourhood of Pa- 
lermo ; — one whom (he had neglefted in 
the pride of her profperity ; a circuipftancc 
which made her mifery tnore acute, and 
her misfortunes lefs pitied. ^ In this retreat, 
after languifliing a few months, fhe died 
Jieart-broken. * 

The emotions of remorfe which look 
place on this event, in the confcious mind 
of Zeluco, were not of long duration; — ^ 
his embarrafled circumftances gave hiin 
more lading unesffinefs; for, notwithftand- 
ing his eftate was now dlfburdened of his 
mother's jointure, he was ftill under the 

neceflity 
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neceflity of confiniDg himfelf to a Tcry 
fcanty revenue. 

Being mortified with the idea of remain* 
ing either in Sicily or the kingdom of 
Naples while his affairs were in this em- 
barraffed fituation^ he applied to a brother 
of his father, an officer of rank in the 
Spanifli fervice, who was then at Madrid, 
declaring a defire of entering into that fer- 
yice, on condition of obtaining the fame 
rank in the Spanifh fervice which he had 
in the Neapolitan, with the hope of future 
promotion. He had already got leave from 
the Neapolitan court for this ftep, with a 
recommendation from the minifler. His 
plan was to put his eftate under manage- 
ment till fuch time as the moft preffing 
debts were cleared ; and he thought, with 
the remainder of his fortune added to his 
pay, he fhould pafs his time more to his 
mind in the character of a foldier, than he 
could by obferving a languid fyftem ctf 
ocQonomy in Sicily* 
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^he Love of a very young Lady. 

Fallere credcntem non eft operoia puellam 
Gloria. Ovid Epist. 

^\\^HILE Zcluc6 iwited the refuk of 
this application, a young lady of 
Palermo became, by the fudden death of 
her brother, hcirefs of a very confiderabic 
fortune J for although her father was ftill 
alive, and her mother only forty years^ of 
age, yet as fhe had not proved pregnant for 
many years, the daughter's fucceeding to 
her father a whole fortune was confidered 
as next to infallible. This certainly was 
the opinion of Zeluco, and he immediately 
applied every art of infinuation he was 
pofTefied of, to gain the afFedions of thia 
young lady. 

Zeluco was of a very elegant as well as 
vigorous make ; his perfon was finely pro-^ 
portioned ; and although fome people who 

pretehded 
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preiefided to fklll' in phyfi6griomy aflertrd;' 
that they could detect the indications of Sl^' 
fiature and of a Vicious difpofition' iii liis 
countenance; yet, in the genera! t)pinioo<' 
and particularly in that of SignoraRofolia 
(the yourtg lady in queftion), he was a very 
handfome man. Rofolia was one of thofe' 
young ladies who, when they greatly ap- 
prove of- Oman's face ind figure, ai^ in- 
clined to believe that every bther ^o# 
quality is added thereunto. su 

A gentleman, 'fup^rior to Ztluco mall 
refpeds but external figtirfe, had for fona* 
time, with the approbation of hei-' parewts^ 
paid his addrefles to her. But so foobci^ 
had the new lover made a declaratioiiiof 
his paffion, than he appeared in her.eye* 
preferable to the old. On what this.pftxA 
ference was founded appeared afterward*; 
-when Zeluco lamented his hard fatfe-^i»5 
having a rival who was countenanced -by! 
both her parents ; for Rofolia then aCured 
him, that this could proceed folely fromf 
their not being informed of Zeluco's fenti- 
mcnts ; '*' But as foon a§ they arc^'iddfeff 
-'■' - - ' "-^Ihe, 
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ikc^ " they will certainly prefer jovt as a 
ios-io-law to Signor Michelo/' 

•' I am extremely happy to know that 
you arc of that opinion/' cried Zeluco, 

'^ I am quite certain of it," faid fhe. 

*' You have heard them fpeak upon the 
fttbjea then," faid he. 

" No, never f replied flic. 

•Vldol oi my fouU*'ctied Zeluco, " h»w 
diCA are you certain that they would prefer 
me to, Signor Michelo ?'* 

*' Becaufe,'' replied this judicious young 
lady, ^' there is no coraparifon between 
jiM* £very body that has eyes mud fee 
tibat you are a far handfomcr man/' 

However flattering it might feem, Zelqco 
was a good deal difappointed when he was 
Hifi^ittai of the circumftance on which fhe 
^MUkded her hopes, and he thought his 
fiireft conrfis was to get pofleffion of the 
y9U«g lady's fortune and perfon in the firft 
flac^ andtofolicit the father and mother*s 
confttnt afterwards. 

Having expreifed his gratitude on ac« 
aoiuat of the favourable fentiments Ihe en- 

Vol. L C tertained 
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tertained of hi^if he told her, ** That pjb- 
rents often viewed things of this nature in 
a different light from their ehildrea^-^That 
his rival had probably fecured the favour of 
her father and mother, by s^plyiag to 
them in the firft inftance; becaufe her for- 
tune, not her heart* wasr that gentleman's 
fole objed. — That he, on the contrary, had 
given no hint of his paiSoa to tbem^ but 
had applied dire<ftly to ker^ becaufe it waft 
her heart alone that lie was folicitous about^ 
As for forturie, it was whit he had always 
defpifed, and had not the Teaft weight witb 
him in his prefent fuit ; — of which difin^ 
terefted way of thinking he was ready t6 
give her an immediate proof, by marryifig 
her fecretly without any perfon^s ccinfent 
but her own, arid without the certainty of 
a fingle fequin/' ' ' 

The young lady, in anfwer to this, told 
him^ *' That flie could not comply with his 
propofal without impiety; for that hermo^ 
ther had been alarmed on a former occafioA 
with the affiduities of a perfon ike did iK>t 
approve; tiad conducted her to the Madft 
5 €hie/a. 
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tkiaja^ and in the chapel of St* Rbfolia, 
in the prefetice of the faint hcrfelf, had 
made her pledge her foletnn promife, never 
to give her hand in marriage tvithout the 
confent of her father and mother j aflurin^ 
her, at the fame time, that they, on their 
part, fhould never exadi of her to marry 
any man contrary to hfer inclination/' 

** It is impoflible for me therefore," added 
ttns jpious young lady, ** to break the en^ 
gagement, without incurring the difplea- 
fure not only of my parents but alfo of my 
patyotiefe, who hitherto hath always dif- 
playcd great kindnefs to me, and will ceri- 
tainiy not eafily forgive the breach of an 
engagement 4:0 which £he herfelf was an 
eye-witnefe/' 

2^1uco, perceiving that the idea of pro*- 
voking St. Rofolia filled the lady's mind 
-^ith horror, did not think it- prudent to 
4afift nt that time on the point he wifhed to 
carry f—4ie took her promife, however, that 
' Ihc would not mention what had paffed to 
4cr parents, till he had tiae to refle<a on 
-wiiat were die pmpereft uafeafures to adopt. 
Cz This 
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- This iajuQ^ion (he pundnally obferyedt 
-^At their iicxt interTiew, he told Rofoliai 
that he had been confidering what fbe bad 
faid) regarding the promi^ ihe ^ad given 
to her mother in the chapel of fier.pa^ 
tronefs; *^ That he was not furprifedta 
j5nd this made great imprefl^oo on one qf 
her piety and underftanding. Thisi zq4 
£milar inftances of the goodqefs of herAifr 
pofition/' he faid, ^^ endeared her tahioi 
more apd more; for although the grappa pf 
her face and perfon had mad6 the 6rft ,ii%- 
preflioa on his heart, yet it was the he^w 
.ties of her mind^ the amiable fweetnefs of 
her difpofition, her piety, and above , all 
her admirable good fenfe, that rivetted his 
chains/' Zeluco had an opinioni that 
people in general are mofl; gratified when 
praifed for thofe qualities in which they 
are mod deficient. On this principlcy he 
never failed to praife this young lady on 
the fuperior excellency of her Under* 
(landing. 

He then proceeded to obferve, that with 

refped to the engagement which ihe ima« 

z gined 
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giftlfiSfiie bad entered into at the Madre 
Gbiefa, flie bad . evidently been furprifed 
into it, and it was not to be fuppofed 
that St. Rof6ita could, in her hearty ap* 
prove of fo irafli a vow, efpectall j as it bad 
been made witbout her previous confent ; 
adding) that as £oi bimfelf, be was certain 
that be fhould not^furvive the refufel he 
wte fureof receiving from her mother :— 
^^' therefore left it to the yonng lady to 
iib^Sdeii whether it was^probable that St. 
iSfdfolia, her patronefs^ and without a doubt 
tftffe"moft compaflionate of all the faints, 
wdulci approve of a meafure which would 
mfallibly occafion the death of a perfon 
^who was, and had ever been,^ her faithful 
votary.^ And all for what ? To gratify hard- 
hearted parents, who only confulted their 
own avarice, and difregarded true love. 

^s the tendernefs of this young lady's 
heart was equal to the weaknefs of her 
underftanding, and both infinitely furpaflfed 
thofe graces and beauties which Zeluco had 
fo liberally imputed to her, flie began to be 
teiivineed by his reafoning, and melted by 

'^ C 3 his 
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his intreatied ; but having, in the courfe of 
(heir converfation, faid, th^t ihe wa8 quite 
(ertain of prevailing on her father at leaft 
to give his confent,^^£Qr he had always 
been in the higbeft degree indulgent to hert 
and never had, in any one inftarice, with- 
flood her perfevering folicitation>"^2Jeluco,' 
contrary to his- firfl: opinion, thought^ it 
would be mofl: prudent to allow her to try 
to move her father ; and if, in fpite of hep 
fanguine hope^ ihe ihould fail, he. fiiU 
would have it in his power to pejrfiiad^ 
her into » fecret marriage. 



^^^ 
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C HA P. VL \ 

"^e 'Pieajomng of a young Lady in Love, -^ 
" T^e JVeaknefs of a Father. 

^'^if^HE impatience of the lady's love 
*made her feize the very earlieft op- 
porlitinlty of acquainting her father with 
the ftate of her heart, which fhe did la^ 
vtff p^ihelie terms. 

^ The aftoniflied father at firft infifted 
on the encouragement which had been 
given to her firft lover, the real worth of 
his character, and the advantages of fuch 
axonne£fcion. To thefe arguments the lady 
oppofed her love for Zeluco, and her in- 
diflFerence for the other. 
• The fether hinted at the embacraffed 
fituation of Zeluco's circumftances. 

The lady declar^, that this gave her 

I^uUar iatisfadion, becaufe it afforded a 

proof to the whole worlds that in fo ma- 

C 4 terial 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



4tf ZELU'CCV 

tertal a point as the choice of a hXiib^ONf; 
fhe was fuperior to all k>w iiid £>idid x:on>* 
^derations, which could not fail of raifing 
htr in the efteem of the judiciduBt and 
^R^td for ever infure to her the gratitude# 
it well as the love, of her hufband. 

The father fuggefted, that while fee 
t)iu« proved the didnterefted purity pf ^ her 
own condud, ihe could not hf certain that 
lier lover was a^uated by the faoie npblc 
Ind difinterefted motives. 

To this the daughter, with equal naiS^ 
nefs and warmth, replied, Tbat ZelucD 
t'acj alrcftdy given the mofl: yndot^bted 
proofs of the generous tyrn of his mifltd'; 
his fuperiority to 4II ipercenary viev^s arSJ 
ifordid conliderations, by the magnSficcfft 
fanner iij which he had fpept the grfitift ' 
part of his own fortune. » 

The father (hook his head with an atf of 
diflTatisfadion, and then mentioned the U- 
bertine charadler of Zeluco, the number 
of women he had feduced, and his negtefl 
of them afterwards ; dwelling; with ettt- 

phafisa 
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{Iw&fi on i\» cro^ treatment of the eojuorv 
tefs firiiiidla^a niece. v . ^ 

c -Tlu6 waa an unlucky -argumeott -afii4 
produced an effeft diredlj contrary to wbai 
i;^M intended. The ^oung lady vkAom^ 
ledged) that ^^ Zeluco had been wild and 
t&ilk ;-*»mc^ young men of Ipirit were ; 
<^^b^ he had turned the heads «f many 
y6ung wbmen^-^no Wonder, he ^aa -fo 
Vet/^gfentcel and hand(bme;-^hat he had 
afterwards negle£ted them becaufe he found 
4bmm «nfiK)rthy of his efteemt and they, 
irfr*o<SiF(ei accufcd him of inconftancy irr 
idkat <£lignora Brunella's niece was a very 
wak yoimg wotpan; it was not to be fup- 
•pofecia man of Zeluco*s good fenfe would 
;af^ dream of taking (uch a perfon for hia 
tWi|ift>T^hat, for her own part, (he was 
aware, that by entirely poflfefling a man fo 
;gre9tly admired^ by all Qther women, (he 
rnqft be e^poied to the envy of her own 
ifex ;<~-but that internal tranquillity, and 
domeftic happinefs, would enable her to 
defpife their difappointment and malice ; 
- T . for 
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for (he knew that Zeltioo had fixed hit 
heart upon her) and her alone ; was now 
deter mined to tcfdtmi and to be coolant,; 
and all the world allowed that reformed 
ntkes made the very beft of hulbands.^' 

The young lady's laft arguments feem- 
fng rather to alarm than convince her fa-» 
ther^ fhe had recourfe to a method of 
reafoning which flic had often found fuc* 
♦efprful when all others failed. — She burft 
into a flood of tqarsr, fobbed as if fhe had 
beep, ready to expire ; and whim flxt re* 
covered her voice, declared that, her heart 
was fixed upon Signor Zcluco, who had 
given her the fureft proofs of the fincwty 
of his love, and of his noble and gene-* 
rous character ;r-thal happinefs in marriage 
depended oi> mutual affciSion apd endleft 
paflion, and not at all upon fortune; — 'that 
flxe would wander over the wide world 
with her lover, bleft in his fidelity, aad 
depending on St. Rofolia for proteiSkion and 
fuftenance, rather than live in the greateft 
affluence with any other man, although he 

were 
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tbfe l^ing of Naples, Jcrufelem, and the 
Twa SiciKcfi himfclf : — that thefe were hef 
tinalterable fcntimcnts, or if any alteration 
could happen, it would be that of an in-^ 
ereafe, not a diminution, of her love, for 
ihe felt it augmenting every hour ; and 
finally, (he intreated, oh her knees, that 
he would prove himfelf an afFedlionate fa- 
ther to a daughter who had always loved 
and honoured him, and would obey him in 
every thing but in this one point, which, 
ihe was forry to fay, was out of her power; 
and which, if he infifted upon, he would 
foon behold her laid in the fame grave 
with her deareft brother, whom he had fo 
long and fo bitterly lamented. 

Before the daughter had finiflied this 
affeding addrefs, the good-natured father 
was alfo in tears, and as foon as he was 
able to fpeak, he raifed her up, with an 
affurance that her happinefs was his chief 
objeft in life, and he would do every thing 
fhe could defire to promote it. 

Having 
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Having thus melted her father to com* 
pliancey (he- bigged» in the next place, 
that he would ufe his influence with her 
mother, tiiat fhe might likewife confent to 
the only meafure that could make her fruly 
happy, which the good-natured man en- 
gaged to do. 



A 
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'" ' CHAP. vir. 

^tbe Frtidence of a Mother Y^and T^ermina-^ 
' *; '^ ■ iim of everlafting Lwe. 

TTHE father fpeedily had an opportu^ 
nity of breaking the fubjeft to \l\% 
Lady, aCTuring her at the fame tinle that 
he was convinced their daughter would 
Utever marry any man but Zeluco; fo that 
(he had beft fave herfelf the trouble of en- 
deavouring to prevent it, ae he had already 
laid every thing that could be faid, and 
without efFed. 

He was then proceeding to give her an 
account of the fcene which had paffed be- 
tween them, when flxe faved him the 
-trouble, informing him that (he had over- 
heard the whole in an adjoining room, 
where fhe happened to be when his daugh* 
ter had made the pathetic attack upon him 
above defcribed. Perceiving that her huf- 
band's heart was quite melted by the 

daughter a 
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daughter's tears, and his refolution moulded 
to her views, (he declined all difcuffion 
with him ; and thought it not prudent to 
let him into the plan which (he had al- 
ready formed in her mind, to difentangle 
her daughter from a connexion fraught 
with ruin and retoorfe. She contented 
herfelf therefore with faying coolly, *' That 
although (he did not much reli(h the march, 
yet, as (he could not think of croffing her 
daughter's inclinations, (he certainly would 
not perfift jn oppofition, if, on full delibe- 
ration, the young lady continued in the 
fame mind ; and at all events (he would 
take no ftep without the concurrence of 
her hu(band, who, (he was pleafed to add, 
was a much better judge in a matter of 
fuch importance than (he could pretend 
to be."' 

In reply to this the hu(band faid, ** That 
he candidly acknowledged that he was a 
far better judge \ adding, that it was irppof- 
fible for him ever to change his mind." 

** Not quite, my. dear,*' faid the wifip 
meekly; " you were under the neceflity 

of 
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of changing your miad before you could 
relinqui(h the unalterable refoluuon you 
told me yefterday you had formed, . of giv- 
ing your daughter to Sigoor Pyjichelo^ 
whom we then equally approved of." 

** I did not know yefierday,'' faid he, a 
Uttle difconcerted, ** that Zeluco was the 
mfy man who could make our daughter 
happy.*' 

He then went and acquainted his daugh- 
ter that he had prevailed on her mother 
to confent to her marriage with Zeluco. 

The young lady flew in a tranfport of 
joy to her mother ; affced her forgivenefs 
for having difpofed of her heart without 
confulting fo indulgent a parent ; inform- 
ed her, that fhe was now abfolutely certain 
of St. Rcrfblia*8 being pleafed with her 
choice ; and aflured her, that for the future 
ihe would be the moft obedient and dutiful 
of all daughters. 

The mother thanked her for her good 
intentions, and afked her how fhe came to 
be fo certain, of the Saint's acquiefcence. 

'' Becaufe/' 
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•* Becaufe/' . replied tb$ pbu^ y^ung; 
ladjj ** as I have been able to thiqk or 
even to dream of nothing for fome time 
but my marriage with Signor Zeluco, after 
attending mafs this very morning, I retired 
to the chapel of the Saint, and looking her 
devoutly in the face, and watching her 
eyeSf I humbly entreated to know whether 
Ihe approved of my paflSon or not ?-^0n 
which, the fweet image of Rofolia looked 
in the mod propitious manner; — and at 
lengthy with a gracious fmile> nodded a£» 
fent." 

" Nay/' faid the mother, " after fuch 
a teftimony of approbation there can be 
no doubt. — And have you equal proofsf 
my dear, of Signor Zeluco's love ?*' 

** Stropger, if.poffible/' anfwered the 
daughter-,—** he has fwom it to me an 
hundred times ; and befides, I have it un- 
der his hand." 

•* Thefe are proofs indeed,'' faid the 
mother; •* and/* continued fhe, •* joa 
Itave no reafon to doubt that all this love 

is 
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fittuA^^'*' '^" ' • ' - 

'*'^ahtk Maria T exclaimed the daugh-^ 
teV, *^ <SigTior Zelucb is not only tlie nioft ' 
l(5<aiigTbut alfo the mod difinterefted, of 
iEfcrrik&d:*^He has often affiired me, that ' 
ht'lhotild Be ftill happier if my fortune 
WSfelefe, that he might prove to the world * 
hriWfar he is above all mean and merce- 

^** 'Then it is highly probable/' faid the 
nrtlhfei^y-*^ that he will enjoy the felicity* 
he fo earneftly defires ; for I fhall now in- 
fdihniyobU my dear, of what I did not 
chdfisfiw hint till Lwas quite certain of it : 
Ic<sinp'^^vm*al months gone with cfatldj - 
which, at any rate, will reduce yourfbr^ 
tinis dne jialf ; and in cafe of a fon^ will 
leaie j]Roa.a very moderate portion." 

•ffi-Ii'wfli with all my heart yba may 
have a fon, my dear mother ; for I fhouUJ 
likdtatlifile brother of all things/! cried 
Biolbriid: 

ii>^fWeiy welt, my dear," faid the rtto-i 
th^r ; ** you will probably obtain your 
Vol. I. D wiih. 
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wi{h. Bat/* continued fhCi ** I fuppofe 
you would not wifh that your marriage 
fhould take place till I am recovered of 
my lying-in, that I may join in theplcsH 
fare of fuch an occafion." 

" Good heaven! certainly noty'* an-' 
fwered the daughter ; and immediatdy 
tirent, in raptures, to communicate dieie 
glad tidings to Zeluca, whofe joy at the 
parents acquiefcence was prodigioufly 
damped on hearing of the fituation of the 
mother. His cbagdn was evident on hi» 
countenance. 

** I perceive,'^' faid the yonng lady tenn 
derly, ** that the poftponing of our baj^ 
pinefs till my mother ihall be delivered 
grieves you." 

** Very fcverely indeed,'* faid Zeloccx 
** Be not afBided, my dear Zduco,*' faid 
this lovd-fick maiden : ** I will endeavour 
to prevail on her to confent to our umoit 
before (he is delivered.'* 

Zeluco begged fixe would not attempt iX^ 
as it might giye offence, and render her 
mother averfe to the match altogether* 

She 
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She then, in the moft endearing man^ 
ner, affurcd him, that the delay gave her 
very near as moch upeafinefs as it ccruld 
him } but be, on the other hand, protefl?- 
ed, that he felt the difappointment with 
greater poignancy than flie could poffibly 
'do, which, howevef, he would cndeayouf 
to bear, rather than rift: difobliging her 
mother, efpecially in her prpfent cpndition, 
when the fmallcft importunity might injuric 
her precious health* 

^ ^' But, good God !'' added he, 'f did you 
never before flifped Jthat flxe was in thi3 
condition?*' 

*^ Never/' faid this penetrating young 
lady; ** thpugh I am furprifed at it ; for 
the moment flie mentioned it, J plainly 
perceived that het M^aift wa« untommonly 
iarge/' 

Zeluco retired, in all ^he agonies of 
difappointment; but determined to be more 
^uHy informed before he gave tip a purfuit 
on which he had founded the re-e6abli(h- 
mcnt of his fortune. 

Da He 
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He called the following morning dn a 
certain monk, who occafionally excrc4fe4 
the fundion of a phyfician, and was known 
to be employed in that capacity by the mo- 
ther of Signara Rofolia. 

After an afFeded conCcdtation on bis 
own health, be turned the converfation on 
her'd. . ' . . • ' ■ 

' The wary mother, having thought it 
probable that Zeluco might queftion'this 
man, had prepared him iii what mailnef to 
anfwer his inquiries : the medical monk, 
therefore, affured 2ieluco, that flie was in 
the way that he, and the bed friends of 
her family, could wiflu : , 

** What, is it true, then," replied Zpliicd,. 
" what 'J have with fo mucb pkafure keard, 
Signora Maria U really with child?" 

** Nothing of that nature can be. more 
certain/' replied the Phyfician, ** than that 
&e is pregnant of one child ; fome think 
from her appearance that (he will have 



twins/' 



« Twins!" cried Zeluo^. 



*^ Yes, 
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1^ Yes, Sigripr/' continued theDcxaor; 
^ thai 18 the opinion of fome who are 
thought judges in fuch matters ; but, in 
my own mind, no indications however 
ftrong can afcertain the point with fuch 
precifion as thofe people pretend;— that fhe 
has one lively child feems beyond a doubt; 
that ihe will have twO| I will not pofaively 
affert." 

" Why, Dodor," faid Zeluco, ^' it is a 
very long time fince flie wajB in the fame 
filuation/* 

, " If flic has twias/' replied the monk 
gravely, ** ihe never was precifely in the 
fame fituation; it is true, indeed, that 
iirheii.a woman has once had twins, fhe 
will afterwards be more likely to have them 
again/* ^ 

" Pray, how long is it fince ih« had her 
Uft child?'* faid Zeluco. 

'* About nine or ten years,^' replied the 
Pbyfician. 

** Is it not uncommon, after fuch an in-r 
terval, for a woman to recommence bear- 
ing children ?'* faid Zeluco. 

D, 3 •^ It 
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\ ** It is k little fingular/' replied the 
faonk; *' biit When ^ woman doc3 rccom- 
ihence, flic generally proceeds with more 
fpirit and perfeverance than if no fuch in- 
tcrrnption had taken place i*— •therefore, as 
Signora Maria h only forty years of age, % 
fliould not be furprifed if, by the favour 
of the Bleffed Virgin, Who is her patron^ 
efs, flie fliould have feveral children before 
fhe leaves oflF thild-bearing efitirely.'* 

" Sevefal children !'* repeated Zelodo, 
with an accent of anger ; — " you muft ima- 
gine her patroncfs hai prodigious powers 
in fuch matters." 

^« Do you call the pot^eri of the Blefled 
Virgin in quellibn ?*' replied the monk, in 
a threatening tone. 

" Heavens forbid, father,*' faid Zeluco, 
With an ej?pi4tory look. 

** Let me tell ybu, Sigiior," continued 
the monk in an authoritaltive ftyle, " that 
the powers* of the Virgin are utiltmited -, 
it were impiefy to doubt it." 

** I have not the leaft doubt,'* cried Ze- 
luco, taking the monk in an afFediOnate 

. manner 
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maimer by the hand : — " fo far from call- 
ing her power in queflion^ I am convinced) 
my dear father," added he, with a hypo- 
critical accent, '^ that (he could bring it 
about without the a0iftance of the huf*- 
band.*" 

** Unque^oaably fhe could," fald the 
jnonk. 

2eluooiieing oow perfuaded of the rea- 
lity of Signora Marians pregnancy, tookliis 
leave of the monk ; and having two days 
before received a letter from his uncle at 
Madrid, afTuringhim of promotion in the 
Spanifli fervice, he refolved to fet out for 
that city as foon as poffible. When he re- 
ceived the letter, his determination had 
been to fecure his marriage with Signora 
Rofolia in the firft place, and then delibe- 
rate what anfwer he fhould make to his 
uncle's letter j but having now refolved to 
have nothing more to do with the fair 
objed of his difinterefted and unalterable 
^edion, he fcized the opportunity of a 
velTel ready to fail for Barcelona; embarked 
with a fingle fervant, and a very moderate 
D 4 quantity 
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quantity of baggage ; and ^ftcr a pro- 
fperous voyage arrived at that city. Bting 
Tery impatient to get quickly to Madrid, 
he ordered his fei^vant to have every thing 
prepared for the journey as foon as poffible. 
WhUe thefe arrangements were making, 
he intended to- have amufed himfelf by 
fauntering through the town, but was pre- 
vented by a heavy fhowjer of rain.— *^ I 
do not know what in the deviPs name to 
do with myfelf,*' faid Zeluco.-rr'* You had 
as well take this opportunity of writing to 
Signora Rofolia,*' faid his valet ;•— " fhe 
may perhaps be a little furprifed at our 
fudden departure." — ^* Ay, fo I will ; bring 
me pen, ink, and paper," faid Zcluco, 
yawning. 

The fervant fupplied him with the ma- 
. terials for writing j and this ardent lover, 
renewing his fits of ya^rning very fre- 
quently during the performance, at laft 
finilhed the epiftle. 

Signora Rofolia, when fhe heard of Ze- 
luco's haying failed for Spain, immediately 
fainted, as is ufual with young ladies 

whc^ 
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wben they are abandoned by men who 
pretend to be dying for theni) and whom 
they confider as the only ^men who can 
roake them happy. — She continued for 
foB^ weeks fubjed to hyfterical affedions: 
-tliefe, however, gradually difappeared ; and 
her old lover, fay the mediation of her 
mother, renewing his courtfhip, fhe was 
in due time prevailed on to give him her 
hand. Her mother then informed hert 
that (he was miftaken in the notion of her 
being with child. And the day after her 
marriage, the daughter in return declared 
to her mother, that fhe herfelf had un^ 
doubtedly mifiaken the imageof St-RofoUa^ 
bring now convinced, that her prcfcnt huf- 
band was the only man who could make 
her completely happy. 
- ** I hope, my dear,'* faid the mother, 
'* he is the only man who ever will at*» 
fempt it." 
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C H A P. VIIL 

His Cenerofity gets Credit for what was d^ 
to his Refentment. 

^ELUCO was received in tlxe kindeft 
manner by his uncle mMadridiuWho 
viewed his pad extravagances in the mo^ 
favourable lights confidering them 9s en* 
lirely proceeding from youthful vivacity 
and imprudence. He therefore treated him 
vrith all the refped due to the head of his 
own family; introduced him to every 
houfe of difttn^lion ; flattering htmfelft 
that the ardent fpirit of his nephew might 
escite him to the fame impetuous purfuit 
of military glory witli which he had fol- 
lowed pleafure, and fondly hoping that 
he would one day arri^se at higher diftinc* 
tion than he would have attained by an 
unambitious prudence of condud in thq 
Neapolitan fcrvice, which aflforded no op- 
portunity 
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portunity of difplaying military genius* 
After pointinfg out the advantages he would 
derive from his birth, he inculcated the 
neceffity of diftinguifhing himfelf by acti- 
vity as afi officer, that he ibight give an 
early impreffion in his favour, anfd fmboth 
the way to that rapid promotion he had 
reafbn to expert, from his exertions in an 
army where difcipline was greatly relaxed, 
and in Which few men of rank diftiriguifhed 
themfelves. 

Zeluc6 Was appointed to a regiment then 
6n its march to one of the fea-port towns, 
but with permiffion to remain at Madrid 
till the troops fliould arrive at the place of 
€heir deftihation, and were completed. He 
fpent thb interval in thofe focieties to 
Which he had been introduced by his uncle, 
and being fuffidently fenfible of the graces 
of his own perfon, he was not without 
hbppsof enga:ging the affections of fome* 
female as wealthy is Signora Rofolia, and 
whofe mother was !efs liable to pregnancy. 

At fome of thofe afTemblies, gaming, 

to a confiderahlc depth, was permitted. 

7 * Zeluco 
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Zeluco had always been fond of play, and 
had acquired, at the ufual expence, a very 
great knowledge in mod games ; yet he by 
no means poflefled that degree of coolacfs 
and command of temper which is requiiite 
for a gamefter : he was fenfible of this 
Jiimfelf, but he could not always refift the 
temptation of gaming j and fometimes, 
not fatisfied with the play at the aflemblies^ 
he went in fearch of ^ deeper (lakes at lefs 
creditable houfes. . / 

At firft he was fortunate, which encou- 
raged him to attend thofe houfes more con- 
ftanily. One unlucky evening, however, 
he loft all the; money he had about him^ 
amounting to a confiderable fum ;' moft 
part of it was won by a perfon who had 
lately appeared at Madrid, aflfuming the 
chara£ter of an Hungarian gentleman, vnth 
the rank of a lieutenant- colonel of Huffars 
in the Eniperor's fervicc. As the company 
played for ready money only, when Zeluco 
had loft his, he fat in very ill-humour^ 
looking over thofe who continued to play : 
in this difpofition it was not unnatural iq 

him 
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Mm to fufpe£k that the perfon who had 
won his money, had, by other means be* 
fides fuperior (kill in the game, affifted his 
own good fortune. Zeluco watched hirti 
with the moft malignant attention, wifliing 
to dete^a him in fome unfair trick, and 
ready to quarrel with him even if he fhould 
not* 

The game was pafs7dice. A young 
ftranger held the dice, and had already 
won four times ; and as his whole money 
had been covered each time, the fum be- 
fore him was now fixteen times larger than 
what he had originally flaked. But while 
he feemed preparing to throw a fifth time, 
tfeere was only about a third part of the 
money which he now had on the table 
tiken by the company. 

On obfervihg this, the ftranger faid, 
^ Does nobody choofe to take more ?*' 
Every body declined, on which he put the 
refidue of the money into his pocket; but 
a« he flioofc the box, being about to throw, 
the Huffar officer cried, Banco; and the 
others took up what they had flaked. 

The, 
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The rule of the game is, that if any 
one perfon offers to take the whole, the 
reft of the company, who have taken 
frhaller fums, immediately withdraw their 
money in favour of the perfon who offera 
io ftand againft tlie entire bank ; that is to 
fay, the whole fum which the perfon who 
holds the dice hAS on the table. 

The Huffar meant to avail himfelf of the 
equivocal (ituation of the cafe : if the xJicc 
Ihould prove fortuwte to the thrower, he 
intended to pay the exaft fum on the table; 
but in cafe the dice turned againft the 
fttanger, he refolved to claim not only that^ 
but a^lfo what the young gentleman ha4 
juft put into his pocket. 

The ftranger threw arid loft. *• Take 
your money," faid he, fhoving the whole 
parcel to' the Hungarian. 

The latter infifted on having that alfo 
which he h^d put into hi^ pocket, faying^ 
it bdonged to the bank as much as what 
remained on the table, fince there had been 
no intervening throw. 

The 
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The yoang gentlemafl was siftontflied at 
this demand, afieitingy th»t the money he 
had pocketed was entirely out of the qiief- 
tion, having been withdrawn before the 
Hungarian had fpoken. That if the of- 
ficer meant both fuma, he ought to have 
declared that meaning when he called 
Banco ; adding, that in cafe he had done 
{o, or if the company had fet againft the 
whole of his winning, he himfelf had dc* 
termtoed to pafs the bo:«, and not have 
xiiked {o grtat a fum at one throw. 

This pretended colonel, however, whd 
was a ftout man, with a long fabre and a 
§cmni6MtG pair of whiikers, was loud and 
boifteroQsin afTerting his right to the whole* 
The firanger defen^d his canfe but fliintly j 
the cotopiay^ in general, v^tei^r they 
tfapught of the juftice of the cafe, did not 
feem difpofed to aflert the flranger's claim 
^amft this ferocious Hufiar. 

In this fiate of affaira, Zeluco, who 
burned with refentment againft the peribn 
who had woa his money, faid, " It wits a 
clear cafe, and that the Hungarian had a 

right 
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right to nothing but the fum on the tibftf 
when he firft Jpoke ;* adding, ** he was 
conrinced if be had loft he would have 
paid no more/* ** How, Sir !— what do 
you mean ?'* cried the Hungirian, turning 
fiercely round to Zeluco. ** I mean pre- 
cifely what I faid,'* replied the latter* 
^* What, Sir !'* i^epeated the HufTar, in a 
loud tone of voice, and putting his hand 
to his fword. " Yes, Sir, ' cried Zeluco, 
•*. and further, I mean to cut the throat of 
any rafcally adventurer who dares be in-» 
folent to me :" faying this, he half drew 
his fword, when the company interpofed. 
The Huffar affeded not to have heard Ze^ 
luco's lad words, but faid, in a foftened 
tone, that if the company were of opi- 
nion that his claim was not ftriftly Juft^ 
he was willing to yield it, — *• Willing or 
unwilling, you fhall yield it," cried Zeluco j 
and the company being now unanimous 
in fayour of t;he ftranger, the pretended 
Hungarian officer withdrew from the aP 
fembly, and next morning .early he left 
Madrid, afraid that this incident would 

produce 
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pirdduce an inveftigation exceedingly pre- 
jttdidial to himi being confcious that he had 
nb title to the charader he afTumed. 

This adventure was much talked of, and 
did a great deal of honour to Zeluco. It 
was peculiarly agreeable to his generous 
uncle, who having heard that his nephew 
had been unfortunate on the night in 
which he had behaved with fuch fpirit, he 
prefentcd him with a fum fufficient for 
clearing all his expe'nces at Madridy and 
equipping ' him in the gentceleft manner 
for . his expedition to the Weft Indies* 
Zeluco himfelf, having no immediate pro* 
fpea of meeting with another Rofolia, 
gtew tired of the formality of Madrid, and 
im{^tient to join his regiment, which he 
underftood had now arrived at the head- 
quartets. 

This refolution being communicated to 
the uncle, was imputed by him to a laud- 
able zeal for the fervice. The worthy ve- 
teran affured him, that he would take par- 
ticular care of his intereft* and affift his 
promotion with all his influence at court. 

Vol. L "E making 
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nfskidg tid ddubt but hii efforts for that 
^titi^ ^otlld ht fetidef^d foccefsftil hy 
the rifing fepat&lion of Zeluco. 

Thfe regiment was in a very fl^ort tline 
^bmfiietedi land foon after eihWrked for thi 
Jflifld of Ciiba/ Where it arrivW in fafctjr. 
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CHAP. IX. 

jba ferocity naturelle fait moins de cruels que Timoar* 
propr«« Pi|c dc la Rochefoucault. 

The Remonft ranee of an old Officer. 

^—ELUCO poflefled not the generous 
£^ ardour of a foldier ; his impatience for 
promotion was excited by the hopes of 
emolument, more than a thirft for military 
glory ; and if he was willing' to fufFer fa- 
tigue and incur danger, it was becaufe in 
his prefent fituation they were neceflary 
for his obtaining fome lucrative command^ 
that might fpeedily furnifh him with the 
means of pleafure and luxurious enjoyment, 
which he confi4ered as the only fenfible 
purCuits in life. 

Having; heard that the commander in 
chief was a very ftrid: and attentive oflScer, 
and Zeluco's views being now centered in 
military promotion, he was impatient to 
acquire favpur ^nd recommeiidation by 
E 2 dif- 
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diftinguiftiing himfclf as a difciplinarian. 
Naturally felfifli and unfeeling, he was not 
checked in the profecution of this plan by , 
any fentiment of juftice or compaffion; pro- 
vided he could make the men under his 
command more dextrous in their exercife, 
or more fmart in their appearance, than 
others, he regarded not the inconveniency 
or torture he occafioned to them ; nor did 
he care whether this was of ufe to the fer- 
vice or not ; he was convinced it might he 
of ufe to himfelf, and that was fufHcient. 
"Without temper to make allowance for the 
awkwardnefs of recruits, or equity in pro- 
portioning punifhments to crimes, his or- 
ders were often dictated by caprice and 
enforced with cruelty ; he exadcd from the 
private men.fuch a degree of precifion in 
the manual exercife, and in the minutiae of 
their drefs, as was almoft out of the power 
of the moll dextrous and beft difpofed to 
obferve. 

Provoked and irritated on finding that 
the foldiers did not arrive at tljiat degree of 
perfe^ion which his vanity required, and 

becoming 
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becoming daily more unreafonable and 
unrelenting by the exercife of power, he 
exhibited many iftftances of cruelty on a 
detachment from the garriibn of Havannah^ 
of which he had for fome time the command. 
His coiidu(^ on that and other occafions 
came to the knowledge of the commander 
in chief by the following incident : 
. A foldier having committed fome flight 
miftake in the exercife, Zelucp treated him 
with great feverity, which the man en- 
dured with all the paffivetiefs which mili^ 
tary difcipline exa£ks ; — -till Zeluco, fwelling 
with the infolence of power, exprefled 
himfelf in this barbarous and abfurd man* 
ner : "If you are not more alert for the 
future, you fcoundrel, I will cut you to 
pieces, and fend your foul to hell.*' 

To this the man replied with tranquillity 
— ^** Your honour may cut me to pieces, if 
you pleafe ; but I thank God it is not in 
your power to fend my foul to hell/' 

This very fedate anfwer, while it raifed 
a fmile in others who heard it, augmented 
the rage of Zeluco. 

E 3 •* Do 
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** Do you mutifiy^YiilaiD?'' cried Zclaca 

<^ 1 do not, indeed,'* fald tlie foldier. 

«* rn let you know i^ due time^" fetd 
Zfeluco, " whether you do or hdt/* 

He ordered the man to be cktxkd to the 
guai'd prifon and put in irond. 

Zeluco had been long difliked by all his 
fellow-officers. — On talking over this mat- 
ter with fome of tkem, in order to pre- 
poffefs them whh the opinion -that what 
the foldier had faid amounted to mutiny^ 
he found them little difpofed to confider it 
in that light ; he was in no* hafte, there- 
fore, to bring the man io a court-mattialr 
being convinced he Would be acquitted t 
tilt he had it infinuated to the foldier him- 
felf, thatt if he Would acknowledge a mu- 
tinous intention, and imfilore mercy, he 
fliould h6 liberated without a trial ; where- 
as, if he were tried, he would certainly b^ 
fevcrely punifhed. 

But the foldier, fecretly encouraged by 
thofe of the officers who inoft ^detefted Ze- 
luco, refofed to make any fuch avowal, 
and remained in ironi. 

Mean- 
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Heaxyihik iJi? cb«{ii»io of die re^meat 
Hfi^Og ytftf e# itfi? /Ql%r, a|>proyi?d .of his 

punifhed for an aufwer fo qrtbodox. Hie 
next day informed the commailder in chief 
of the whole tranfa£lion. 

. Thtf ©wrtepato, unwillkg Jtp rely in* 
1»oeIy s» tiofi <accQunt be had rcceivod, fent 
f<^ ip^BA^ pf the <rf5.<;eriB belongjng to the 
^jfij^fp^t, jin<J qljiitained fropi .t^ejn th^e 
15yape4jif{«9Jfitiqn yfhjiq^i teh^^ 9^^7 1^* 
ceived froiQ the chaplain. 

jl« ,|lie mi?» time J5eluc<>, paving got 
H chiftt of f?b*t ,w*8 going ..on, Jfrecd ^he 
ibU^r iGcom confineioent. But the in4^^ 
nation of ithe commanding oScer hein^ . 
roufed kf mhsA he had heard, be ^/(dc 
inquiries into Zeluco's condu^ ,to (he fol- 
^icirs onpt^^ .Qfic^fions; .and^oq^i diico- 
3fCi$d, jBwth^Q^^ilhment, iapd^qme degree 

pf 4elf-coi:t4^Q^V9°> :t^.^t .W^^J ^^^ o^ 
u^n^p^ry {pjifixitj s^nd oppreOipn had 
he^ commsit^jdtby^eljipo. Hayii^ blamed 
^taipe.ofi^cer«, ^hqiCfduty ihe thought itWiW 
to have informed him of thofe tranfa^pn/i 
£ 4 fooner. 
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fooner, he fent for Zeluco, and in the pre- 
fcnce of all the officers of the battalion to 
which he belonged, he addreffed him to 
the following cfFe£t : 

** Signor Zeluco, 

** I think it my duty to deliver my fen- 
timents to you before thefe gentlemen, on 
a fubjed that ought to be well underftobd 
by every officer ; but of which it appears 
by your conduA you have fof'med very er- 
roneous notions. 

" Stria difcipline is effentially requifite 
for the well-being of an army ; without 
which it degenerates into a lawlefs mob^ 
more formidable to their friends than ene- 
mies; the ravagers, not the defenders of 
their country- 

^* But it is equally eflential that difci- 
pline be exercifed with temper and with 
juftice ; a capricious and cruel exertion of 
power in officers depreffes the fpirits of the 
private men, and extinguifhes that daring 
ardour which glows in the brcaft of a rerf 
foldier. 

** Is 
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^^ Is it poflihle that a man of a generous 
mind can treat with wanton criuslty thofe 
who are not permitted to refift, or even ta 
expoftulate, however brave they may be? 

*• I believe, Sir, you have not as yet 
ferved in time of war ; but I will inform • 
you, that in the courfe of my fervices I 
have feen common foldiers gallantly face 
the enemy, when fome oflficers, who had 
been in the habit of ufing them with infulc 
and cruelty, fhrunk from the danger. 

** You are fuflSciently acquainted with 
the condition of private foldiers to know, 
that when they are treated with all the 
lenity confident with proper difcipline, ftill 
their condition is furrounded with fuch a 
variety of hardfliips, that every perfon of 
humanity muft wifli it were pofllble to al« 
leviate it. 

** Only reflea. Sir, on the fmallnefs of 
their pay ; how inadequate to the duty ref- 
quired of them, and how far beneath the 
intrinfic value it bore when it was firft 
fixed ; yet this grievance remains unreme- 
died in fome of the weakhieft countries of 

Europe, 
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Europe, erea ia thofe mh&te tije^^ateli: 
attention k paid in other particulars^ to the 
Mghts^f jnai&ddsi(L But weak at tkc 4in-- 
pre£o« may be ^nriikh >the ibldiers' bard* 
fiiips 4na]$;e cm the cold iiearjt cf jljhe poll- 
ticiMi one would n^tvjraily ^^p^^ tb^f 
0iauld ffiiee; wi^ fjrmpathy ^u ^be jbrcA^^ 
of thjcir owjQL officers ; tJie J»en iicft ac^ 
fuaii^ted with their fityaxIon> w)iqhi they 
are -cooflaatly ferving fiqd obieying, yylip 
are a(fling in the fame caufe, a^ ex^pofi^ 
to the fame dangers though not -to the 
fame hardfhips with themfelves. It is na/- 
tural'to imftgine thau independeat of more 
generous motives, their own intereft, .ajrvd 
the idea of felf-^prefervi^tion, would prompt 
ofBcets to behave with mildnel^, at leaft 
with equity, to the foldiers under their 
command. How many officers have been 
refcued from death or captivity by the 
grateful ati»chmeat and intrepidity of the 
foldiers ? I jnyfelf. Sir, once lay on th« 
field fevercly wounded, *when, in the midft 
of .general confufion, officers and men fly- 
itig j^romifcuoufly, I was carried, to a place 
5 of 
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of fccptity by two ^bliKevt, at thie »fitti«e 
hiizajfdof Atik ewa \it^^.* From ooc pf 
^fe, kidead) i might iaMunVif kave ex- 
pe6kb& ibme etcftion in tny favotir; Im 
was a CaftiliaQ, bom ^n my own cAate : 
bttt I bad oo claim on the other, except as 
a& officser who had always behaired eqolf- 
tably to htm in comrtnon with the reft of 
ifiy ccm^E^y 5 -—he 'was aa Iriflunanu 

** Had I treated him with caprice tor 411*- 
fiatDre/^pui|dtbis foieigner* or :even would 
•myown coimtryman, haveimade^fucfh a^e^ 
irteroQs exertion co ipnei^ve my 4ife ? -Ho» 
Sir 4 if they had re&ained frota giviijg me 
a frifh wound as tbey fied paft toe, ^hich 
foldiersare not 'unai^t to 4q to cruel oflScer^, 
4hcy certainly^ould lat leaft have conftiltefl 
■dieir own fiftty by continuing their^ight, 
ttod'Wft me to be trattipled to death by tht 
*hcmy% cavalry, as T certainly miift^ave 
been, had not thefe two foldiers removed 
'toe from the fpot on which I lay.\ 

'"^But waving every confideration de- 
rivedfrom the ideas oif perfonal.fafety, there 
U another kind of felfiinefs which might 

induce 
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induce oflScers to behave well to foldiers j 
that is, the pleafure of alleviating, ia 
many refpeds, the unavoidable hardfhips 
of our fellow- creatures, and the confciouf- 
nefs of being loved by thofe around us." 

At this part of the general's remonftrance, 
Zeluco raifed his eyes mechanically with 
that kind of ftarc which a man gives when 
he hears what he thinks a very extraordi- 
nary* propofition. 

** It is true. Sir, I afliire you," conti- 
nued the Caftilian ; *^ next to the appro- 
bation of his own confcience, nothing ia fo 
grateful to the heart of man, as the love 
and efteem of mankind. In my mind, he 
is an objeft of compaffion, in whatever 
fituation of life he may be placed, who 
is not fenfible of this from his own expe- 
rience } and furely no man can be tolerably 
happy, who thinks himfelf the obje£t of 
their hatred. 

•* We all know, gentlemen," continyed 

he, turning a moment from Zeluco to the 

other officers, " that the love of foldiejs, 

important as it is to thofe who command 

IX them, 
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them, may be acquired on eafier terms thaa 
that of any other fet of men ; becaufe the 
habit of obedience in which they are bred, 
inclines them to reJpeSl their officers ; un- 
biafled equity in the midft of the ftrideft 
difcipline commands their efieem^ and the 
fmalleft mark of kindnefs fecures their gra^ 
tttude and attachment. I have ever endea* 
voured to preferve a fteady and regular dif- 
cipline among the troops I have had the 
honour of commanding ; yet I have the 
happinefs to believe, that I am more loved ' 
than feared by thofe among them you 
have had the beft opportunity of knowing 
me.— One of the greateft pleafvires I ever 
fnjoyed (I fee fome here who were with 
me on that occafion) was, in over-hearing 
an advanced guard of foldiers talk af- 
fe^ionately of me, when they knew not 
I was near them : I will own to you. 
Sir, it came over my heart like the fweeteft 
mufic : and if I thought myfelf the objedl 
of the fecret execrations of the men under 
my commandji it would fpoil the harmony 

of 
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of my liiiei and jar my wboJe ipul out of 

^^ Signor Zeluco, in^hat I liavc heard of 
ycMir Iwhaviour to the foldicrs, I am wtlliiig 
to impute to a mifplaeed zeal for the fer^- 
vkei It is difficult to believe, that a man 
of birth and education could have been 
prompted to the feverities you have exer- 
cifed by other motives. 

'" This confideration, joined to the re- 
gard I have for the recommendation of my 
oM friend your uncle, have weighed with 
jne, in not fubjeding certain parts of your 
conduft to the judgment of a court-martiaU 

•* With refpeft to the foldier whom yoa 
confined fo long and fo improperly in 
ifonsj you certainly treated him from the 
beginning ^frith too much feverity. The 
natural awkwardnefs of a recruit is to be 
correded gradually, and with gentlenefs ; 
feverity confounds him, and increafes the 
evil that is to be remedied. To give way 
to anger and paffion on fuch an occafion, h 
inconfiftent vnth the dignity which an officer 

ought 
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ought fo preierve before the mpn^ and ia 
always attended wilh injofticd. Ad for thia 
loan's atofwer to youu very intemperate me* 
liace> although a foldter under arms ought 
not to make any reply to an ofiiceri yctj 
all the circumftances being weighed, what 
he iaid was excufable; to endeavour to 
tortiire it into mutiny would be abfurd* 

** You ought to remember, gentlemea^ 
that as tnilitary difcipline looks to the ge* 
Hetal tendeiKy and remote confequeiices of 
things, ittore tha^n to their intrinfic crtint« 
nality, many adiqns are treated as crimes 
by the military laws, which in themfelve* 
iire innocent or frivolous. And when a 
ftjttirer, itritated by tindererved infult, over- 
leaps fubordihation, and repels the wanton 
tyranny of an officer, however he may be 
condemned by the unrelenting laws of dif- 
clpliile, he will be abfolved by the natural 
ifeelings of the human heart, which revolts 
at opprefl&on ; nor will he appear, even in 
the eyes of thofe who think his punishment 
expedient, an obje£t either of contempt or 
urerfron. But when an officer, armed with 

the 
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tie power, and intrenched within the lines 
of difcipline, indulges unmanly paffion, or 
private hatred, againft an unproteded and 
unrefifting foldier, in what light can this 
officer appear, either in his own eyes, or 
in thofe of others ? 

** Signor Zeluco, I have thought pro- 
per to explain my fentiments to you thus 
fully before thefe gentlemen, who have 
been witnefles to your condufl fince you 
firft joined the regiment, and who I do not 
think intirely free from blame for not 
making me acquainted with it. I have 
only to add, that, the confiderations which' 
prevent my laying the whole before a 
court-martial, cannot operate a fecond time. 
I hope, Sir, that for your own fake you 
will keep this in your remembrance, that 
while I infift upon all the troops under my 
command performing their duty with punc- 
tuality, I will not permit the pooreft cen- 
tinel to be treated with injuftice* 

*' The foldier whom you ufed fo harfhly 
may flill appeal, if he pleafes, to a court- 
martial i 
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inartial ; it will be prudent in you to find 
inearis to prevent Kim/* 

Haviiig faid this^ the general difmi^ed 
tlie company; Zeluco made a prefent to 
the ibldier more than fufficient to fatisfy 
him. Arid his expedation df fudden prd- 
xnotioii in the army being greatly damped 
by the geoerars hirHngue, he formed the 
refolution of quitting the rdad to military 
i-enowri, arid of turning into a path more 
agreeable to his talents, and from which 
he hoped to reap greater advantage. 



Vol. L F 
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CHAP. X. - 

Gratitude to a Friend. — Curiojltytn a Maid. 

^ELUGO had formed an acquaintance 
with a Spanifti gentleman, to whom 
he had brought. a recommendatory letter 
from his uncle at Madrid ; and from whom 
he received daily marks of attention and 
civility. As this gentleman, .though of 
but a moderate fortune, lived in a moft 
hofpitable ftyle, and was of a charader 
lefs referved than the Spaniards in general 
are, Zelucq found him a very convenient 
acquaintance, and cultivated his good opi- 
nion witb-^ch afliduity^ that he gained at 
laft-KTs entire confidence. In the courfe of 
their intimacy, the Spaniard informed Ze- 
luco that he had long paid his addreffes 
to a widow lady poffefled of a very valu- 
able eftate of ^her own, and a large fum of 
money fecured in mortgages on fome of the 
beft eftates in the iflands of Cuba and 

Hifpaniola;, 
13 
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Hifpaniola; that fhe had, on his firft 
making propofals^ protefted in pofitive 
termsi according to the eftabliOied cuftom 
of widows, again ft ever entering into a 
fecond matrimonial engagement ; but that 
of late he had obferved with much fatif- 
fadion, that her objedlions became gradu- 
ally weaker, both in their nature and in 
the manner in which they were urged; 
and that he now had good hopes of their 
being /oon removed altogether i that as her 
great fortune was entirely in her own 
power, as £he had no children, and was in 
herfelf a woman of good difpofition and 
of a cheerful temper, he expeded many * 
advatitagts and much domeftic happinefs 
from the union. 

Zeluco was introduced to this lady^s ac- 
quaintance by her lover ; and having made 
a cautious and minute enquiry into the 
ftatc of her finances, he was fatisfied that 
they rather furpaffed than fell fliort of the 
account he had received of them ; and from 
that moment formed the defign of fup- 
planting his unfufpicious friend. 

F 2. But 
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But he did not think it prudent to pay 
bis court avowedly to a woman who waa 
almoft betrothed to another ; and that 
other, a perfon from whom he received 
hourly civilities, and whom he acknow-* 
ledged as his friend. 

He aflailed her, however, with the elo^ 
quence of glances and fighs j which, while 
he affeSied to conceal them from her, he 
took particular care fliould not efcape her 
obfervation ; and as often as they feemed 
to be difcovered he endeavoured to blu(h, 
and then aflumed an air of uneafinefs and 
confufion. 

When he was in her company, which 
happened as often as he decently could, he 
added to this the moft obfequious appro- 
bation of whatever fhe faid ; and the ge- 
neral tendency of his difcourfe, though 
often addreflfed to others, was to adopt and 
illuflrate thofe fentiments and opinions 
which he knew to be hers. 

By thefe means, aided by the graces oif 
his perfon, he gradually made advances on* 
the heart of the widow ; and in a fhort 

time 
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time gained a decided preference over the 
old lover. But although this fkilful en- 
gineer was fqlly fenfible of the impreffion 
"Which he made) he declined fending an 
open fummonsi trufting that his mafked 
battery of fighs and glances would extort 
from the fortrefs itfelf a propofal of fur- 
render. To haften which, he took care 
to engage the widow's confidential maid 
in his intereft, by ordering his own valet 
to make affiduous love to her, and inftrud- 
ing him in what manner to proceed after 
lie had gained her heart. 

The attentive valet began his operations 
without lofs of time ; having fpent a few 
days in general courtfliip, he told her that 
he had fomething of an important and very 
fecret nature to communicate t6 her private 
ear. 

** To my private ear V cried the maid. 

** Affuredly, my dear,'* faid the valet, 
•* to your's, and to no other perfon's." 

This fo mightily raifed the curiofity of 

the maid, that fhe gave him a rendezvous 

in a grove of her miftrefs's garden j merely, 

F3 .as 
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as flie hcrfelf repeatedly aflured him, to 
know what this important matter was ; for 
fhe owned it was beyond the compafs of her 
pov^er to divine what it cduld be. 

The valet gained her heart as he had 
been ordered ; and in the intervals of his 
own fuccef8f*ul paffion he obferved the qthc^* 
snftrudions of his piafler. 
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CHAR XL 



Ricn ne pcfc tant qu'un fecret; 

J^ porter loin eft difficile aux dames ; 

Et je fai meme fur ce fait 

Bon nombre d'hommes qui font femmes. 

La Fontainb. 



A FTER having lived for fame time to- 
gether in a (late of mutual happinefsy 
the valet prefented himfelf one day to his 
miftrefs with every appearance of forrow s 
this tender-hearted maiden (for flie had 
never been married) afFedionately incjuired 
into the caufe of his grief. The valet 
anfwered, ** That it was all on account of 
his unhappy mafter, who, from being the ^ 
moft cheerful of mankind, was of late be- 
come the moft dejeded and heart-broken/* 
** Have you no notion," fs^id the maid, 
^^ what has occafioned fuch ^ melancholy , 
thangq?'* 

J? 4 «f No. 
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*' Mo notion r replied the valet; *f I 
Jcnow but too well what has brought it 
about," 

*^ And pray, for goodnefs fakq, what 
can it b6?" fajd the maid impatiently. 

" That,'* replied the valet, ** is v^hat 
no earthly confideration will in^kp me ever 
divulge." 

" No I'* cried the maid, ** and for what 
^eafon?'* 

*' Becaufe;' faid the valet, " I havQ 
promifed never to mention it to any humaa 
creature." 

«* I infift upon knowing it immediately," 
faid the maid. 

** I beg you wiU not," cripd the valet ; 
•* it would be horrid in me to divulge a 
fecret with which I have been intrufted— ; 
jny mafter never would forgive me." 

** Your mifirejs ntver will fpr^iyeyou, 
if you do not," faid the maid. 

*^ Only confidi?r what you require of 
me,'* rejoined the valet; to break my truft ! 
To prefs fuch a thing is an attack on my 
honour." 

*! Well," 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Z E L U C O. t^ 

^' Well,'' exclaimed the maid, '« have 
you not made an attack on my honour ? Is 
5all yout pretended love come to this ? To 
refufe the^>y? favour fixe ever alked, to her 
uvho has granted you the laji. Was there 
ever fuch ingratitude? O! I fliall burft 
levith yiexation. — Yes/* continued flie, weep- 
ing, ** if you do not immediately tell 
ine the caufc of your mafter^s mifery, you 
y^ill render me ten thoufand times more 
^iferable than he/' 

There was no refitting fuch a rational 
and pathetic remonftrance. The valet un- 
folded the whole myftery. ** His poor 
xnafter was defperately and hopelefsly m 
loy^ with her ipiftrefs ; for knowing that 
^e was in fqme meafure engaged to a 
friend of his owo» he was a man of fuch 
delicate hotiour that he would pine away 
his very fpul in fecret, rather than inter* 
fere with a friend ; that he ate little or no 
foody never flept 2^ wink, fighed from 
snorning to night : ^nd as for my own 
part/' continued the valett " how {hall I 
^e able to fupport the lofs of fuch a gene* 

rou$ 
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rou8 mailer ! for he is the mod liberal of 
men ; one who thinks he never can fu£i« 
ci^ntly recompence thofe who do him cvea 
the fmalleft fervice.*' 

The maid exprefled her admiration at 
the account h^ gave of his mafter, parti-!- 
cularly at his neither eating nor fleeping; 
fhe likewife approved very much of hi^ 
fighing night and day for love. She knew 
that fuch things were common formerly, 
for in the courfe of her fludies ihe fiad 
read of them in books. ** But I fear/* faid 
ihe, "they are not much the fafhion among 
Jovers of the prefent age.- Yet I muft con* 
fefsi" continued fhe, ** that your mafter 
is to blame for not acquainting my miftref» 
with his paffion.'^ 

•^ He never will," replied the valet i 
** nothing will ever prevail on him to come 
in competition with his friend ; he will 
rather pine away his very foul in fecret." 

*^ He is very much to blame;" faid the 
maid ; *• for allow me to put a cafe which 
has this moment come into my head.— 'If 
fo be that many men were to a£t in the 

fame 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



z E L ir C O. 5t 

ftme manner, it would be a great hardfhip 
on the fair fex ; for many of th^m might 
accept a man who was not very agreeable^ 
to them, while others, whom they would 
have preferred, are pining away their fouls 
in fecret ; for if they always pine in fecret, 
how is a woman to know that they are 
pining at all ? And a prudent woman/' 
continued the maid, ** will fecure what (he 
can get, rather than run the rifk of getting 
nothing. It is therefore a clear cafe, that 
your mailer fhould fpeak out> and acquaint 
my miftrefs with his love; andwho knows/' 
added fhe, with a fignificant nod to the 
valet, ** what may happen, fince your 
mailer is fo generous a man." 

*• Generous !" cried the valet, ** you 
can hs^ve no notion how generous he is ; 
nobody ever did him a.fervice without 
being rewarded far beyond their expeda* 
tiops ; but as for ipeaking of his pailioa 
to your miilrefs, it is what he never will 
do; — but no doubt it might be happy for 
both, that fhe knew how much he loves 
J)prj fojf I cpnfeft, I tremble for his Ijfe; 

for 
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for rather than offer himfelf in competition 
with his friend, he will conceal the flame 
which confumes him within his own breafl.'* 

*' JefuMarial" criecj the maid, ** con* 
teal a flame within his breafir' 

** Yes/* continued the valet, *' and figh 
J^is foul to the laft puflF unobferved, like 
the dying flame in a dark lanthorn/' 

The maid burft into tears at this .affe^* 
ing image ; and after endeavouring to com-* 
fort her, he begged of her never to men- 
tion, to any of the human race, what he 
had told ber,— but particularly not to her 
miftrefs* 

•' I am fure,*' replied the maid, " my 
miflrefs would not deferve to be numbered 
among the human race, if fhe allowed fo 
faithful a lover to expire in any fuch 



manner.** 



** It would, indeed, be ten thou£ind 
pities/* faid the valet > " but you will ne- 
ver give a hint of what I have told you.'* 

'^ I give a hint !'* exclaimed the maid ; 
*^ I will be cut into ten thoufand pieces 
firft/* 

So 
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So faying, fhe left hioii and went with 
^\l poflible fpeed> and informed her mif- 
trefsf a« the valet expeded, of all he had 
faid ; ending the narrative, which the lady 
liftened to with evident fatisfadion, by de* 
daring, ** That in the whole courfe of hec 
life, {he had never heard of fuch an iurdent 
lover as Signor Zeluco.*' 

'* Ardent !*' faid the miftrefs ; '' what 
can you know of his ardour V* 

,** All that I know,'* replied the maid, 
^^ is, that he carries a flame in his breaftj 
and is, beddes, a much hahdibmer mAU 
than Don Lopes.*' 

*' Thy head,'' faid the miftrefs, ** is al- 
ways running on beauty— -a prudent wo- 
man will think of more efleotial quali- 
ties." 

•* To be fure, every prudent wom^^ 
like your ladyfliip, will do fo," replied the 
maid ; *^ but there is no judging for certain 
but by enperience ;-— though in all appear- 
ance, Signor Zeluco has every efllential 
quality as perfe£t as Don Lopes, and is » 
handfomer man into the bargain." 

•! Well, 
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** Weil, but," faid the widow, fmiling, 
** you would not have me go aud court 
this handfome xnao of your's-^^would 
you ?" 

'* No ; affuredly/' (aid the maid ; '' t 
am always for fupporting the dignity of 
our own fex ; — but I would have you to 
dilinifs Don Lopes." 

** What, before Signor Zeluco makes 
any propofal ?'* cried the widow. . 

*^ Yes,'* faid the maid, ^* he will not dip 
an oar into the water till Don Lopes is dif^ 
miflfed -, this I know from good authority, 
that till you have given a final anfwer to 
Don Lopes, Signor Zeluco, rather thair 
ipeak, will expire." 

^* Expire !'* cried the widow. 

^ ** Yes, indeed, madam, I am affured 
that Signor Zeluco is that kind of man." 

" He is a very extraordinary kind of 
man indeed then," reCumed fhe. 

" That I am informed for certain he is," 
faid the maid ; ** for although he is lan- 
guifhing for love of your ladyfhip, yet ra- 
ther 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Z E L VC O. g^ 

ther than open his mouth to you on the 
fubjcft, he will certainly die.*' 

** Die ! nonfenfe," cried the widow. 

" Yes, die,'' cried the maid, ** and 
^what is worfe, die in a dark lanthorn ; at 
leafl, I am told that is what he is in dan^ 
gcr of/' 
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CHAP. Xib ' . 

Heroic Love^ 

A LTliOUGH the widow afFeaed tb* 
laugh at the maid, and defpife hef 
ndvice ; yet fhe had for fome time been iii 
expedation of a declaration of love ftoni 
Zeluco ; and having gathered frotti her 
maid's^ difcourfe. what the obftacle was 
which prevented it, after cotifiilting hef 
pillow, (he determined to overleap the bar^ 
riers of female delicacy, and encourage hitri 
to a declaration of fentiments which virere 
highly agreeable to her. 

Zeluco paid her a vifit at a tlnie ^heri 
fhe was difeagaged from all other companj^ 
and ihe had previoufly given orders that 
none ihould be admitted while he temaiaed 
with hen 

When they met, the lady^s coiifltenan^tf 
was drefled in fmiles, and her whole rtian-» 
Aer announced the moft encouraging fratik- 

nefs* 

12 
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nefs. But on the brow of Zduco, care aod 
folicitude feemed to fit brooding, and the 
(ighs of defpondency burft^ as it were, in« 
voluntarily from his bofom. 

They converfed for fome time on indif^ 
ferent fubje£):s» but 2eluco difplayed fuch 
abfence of mind, and made fo many paufes 
of melancholy import, that the converfa- 
tion was continually interrupted. 

«* I fear," faid the lady tenderly, ** that 
fome fecret care preys upon your mind*'* 

Zeluco, heaving as profound a figh as 
ever was hove on any theatre, threw up his 
eyes, and was filent. ' 

*• Why will you not difclofe the caufe of 
your af&idion?" faid the widow* 

*^ Alas! madam, thecaufeof mymifery 
caonot be removed ; my complaint is pafl: 
remedy ; why, therefore, fhould I difquiet 
others with forrows which are peculiar to 
myfelf J elpecially, why fhould I difquiet 
thofe whofe happinefs it is my ardent wilh, 
and would be my greateft pride, to pro-* 
moter*^ 

Vol. L G •«! know 
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" I know not who have the honour to be 
of that number/' faid the widow with diffi- 
dfence. 

•* My moft fervent defire, madam, would 
be to promote the happinefs of —**'*- here 
he hefitated,. and feemcd ia a ftate of 
trembling confu (ion. 

** The happinefs of whom ?*' cried th6 
impatient widow. 

^ Alas ! ma^am, do not infift np6n my 
difclofing fentiments which I hate fo long 
ftriven to fupprefs, and flill wife to tohceal ; 
fentiifeenti condemned by the voice- of 
friendfhip, though infpired by the-pureft 
love ; fentiments which^, if known, might 
render me t>diou8 and crhtainal in yotjr eyes.*^ 

^* I am convinced you labour under a 
miftake, Sir,*^ faid the widow ; ** pray tell 
me therefore whofc happinefs it is that you 
wifh fo earneftly to promote.** ^ 

•* The happinefs of the moft deferving 
and moft amiable of her fex,'*^ cried Zeluco, 
fixing hife eyes ardently on the widow;— 
** but this bleffing never wrll beinmy pdwer.*^ 

" If 
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■ '•^ If i am the pcrfori you allude to/'faid 
the lady, throwing her eyes modeftly on 
the grouridi and blufliing with all her mighty 
*^* I muft acknowledge that it is in your 
power mor^ ihah in that of any man alive." 

There was no refifting a hint fo diredly 
favbijrable as this. ** Angels and faints of 
heaven," cried Zeluco, ** am I awake, or 
am I deluded by a dream of felicity !" 
Aijd f<J he poured out a rhapfody extremely 
Infipid in itfelf, but mightily relilhed by 
the hearer. This was followed by a long 
<ionverfation, in which the lady removed 
all the fcruples of Zeluco, by afluring him 
of what he was convinced was not ftridlly 
true, that fhe never had any intention of 
giving her hand to Don Lopes ; and that 
althoufh he, Zelucid, were entirely out of 
the ^queftioti, fhe never would: that the 
gentlemaft v^as much miftaken if he had 
entdrtatned any fuoh hopes ; and ihe would 
£nM the fird; 6pportunity that offered to 
Inform him of this.— Zeluco begged that if 
ihd was refolved oa that meaiure/ that fhe 
voAdd execute it in the lead offenfive man- 
G 5t ner 
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ner poflible : an advice which (he prbmiied 
to follow. 

In the next converfatibn which Don 
Lopes had with the widow, while, infpired 
hy the moft flattering hopes, he began to 
urge his fuit, and was endeavouring to 
remove thofe objfedions which the lady had 
formerly dated againft a woman's engaging 
in a fecond marriage ; an expreflion fell 
from her which did not fa much imply a 
reluctance to marriage as to chufing him 
for her huiband. On his appearing fur- 
prifed, and humbly recpiiriag an explana«- 
tion; the lady acknowledged, that the pre- 
judice (he had fo (Irongly entertained againft 
a fecond marria'ge was now effaced by hi^ 
very judicious arguments, many of which 
would never have occurred to hei unio- 
ilruded judgments and fhe fhould always 
retain a grateful fenfe of the pains he Jb»d 
taken to free her mind from an error: (o 
prejudicial to fociety. But, the lame 
time, after a thoufand apologies, fhe con* 
fefled, that, although (he was convinced of 
the propriety of her marriage, yet (he had 

not 
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adt that degree of love for him which, in 
her opinion, was necelTary to conftitute 
happinefs in the marriage ftate. That (he 
ihould be extremely glad to remain on a 
footing of ffiendihip with him (for fhe 
readily had a high efteem for his character), 
but unfortunately not that pajjionate ardour 
oflwe^ which alone could enfijre felicity to 
9 Qiairied coyple; and therefore, on his 
own account, as well as her'a, ihe begged 
he would defift from his fuit. 

The gentleman thanked her for her 
eftecm, and the obliging attention (he dif- 
played for his felicity i hinted, that if fh? 
had been equally explicit fooner, it would 
have faved both herfelf and him fome trou* 
ble, and begged to know whether he might 
be permitted to afk, if the fentiments (he 
exprefled proceeded entirely from her in- 
difference to hiniy or were in part owing to 
z pajjionate ardour of love for fome other man. 

After throwing her eyes on the ground, 
and covering her face with her handker- 
chief, the lady declared, that, contrary to 
her wilhes, and without any defign on his 
G 3 part, 
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part, fhe felt fuch an s^ttachment to bi^ 
friend Zeluco, as rendered it highly im-» 
proper for her to give her hand to another j 
particularly, (he was incapable of fuch in? 
juftice to a perfon for whom (he had fo higl^ 
a regard as the gentleman to whom (he then 
fpoke. 

** Yoq are certain that Zeluco is qpac* 
quainted with the preference which yoq 
give him ?'' faid the gentleman. 

^* I know not what he inay fufpeft/* an- 
fwered the blufhing widow ; *^ I only know . 
that he never explained himfelf to me, nor, 
^ I am convinced, ever will, whatever hi^ 
fentiments may be, while it is believe^ 
that you continue your purfuit." 

*^ My purfuit terminates here, madam j 
and I will, loyfelf, inform Zeluco of his 
good fortune," continued the generous 
Spaniard j " fince I cannot have the hapr 
pineft I expeded myfelf, I will not ftand 
in the way of another whom you prefer, 
and who very poffibly may render yo« 
happier than I could/' 
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This well-meaning and candid man ac- 
quainted Zeluco, according to his declara- 
tion, of the widow's fentiments. The 
confummate hypocrite cxprefled great fur- 
prife and concern at the intelligence, and 
aflFefted infinite reluftance, in accepting of 
a piece of good fortune, however defirable 
in itfelf, which had befallen him, at the 
expence of fo dear a friend. All this af- 
fe^ation and mummery was in due time 
pvercome, and Zieluco's nuptials with the 
yn^ow were celebrated ia form. 



G4 
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CHAP. XIII. 

On ne trouve guerc d'ingrats, tant qu'on eft en ctat 
de faire du bien, ]R.0CHEF0UCAUtT« , 



\S the gentleman who fo generoufly had 
quitted his claim had* never, during 
his courtfhip, Ihewn any anxiety on the 
fubjefk of fettlements, Zeluco alfo waved 
all difcufTion of that kind, that he might 
appear equally difmterefted. He knew, 
however, that by the lady's will, as it then 
ftood, her fortune, if (he flxould have no 
children, would devolve to one of her re- 
lations. This deftipfttion he thought he 
(hould prevail upon her at his leifure to 
alter, and as the lady was near fifty years 
of age, and never had a child by her former 
hufband, or^ as far as he knew, by any 
pther perfon, Zeluco thought there was 
little danger of his being fhoved out of her 
fortune, either by her relations, or his own 
pffspring. The lady herfelf, indeed, did 

' not 
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not look upon her having a pretty nume- 
rous pofterity in fuch a defperate light as it 
appeared to others ; for in her latcft fettle- 
menty which was not of an old date, fhe 
had fpecified the provifion of her fecond 
begotten fon or daughter, her third, her 
fourth, acKi fo on, and with the moft 
laudable and truly maternal folicitude fhe 
bad amply provided for a dozen of her ex* 
pe^ed progeny. 

Zeluco appeared equally obfequious af- 
ter marriage as before, making every effort 
mhh power to engrofs and fecure the af-- 
fedions of his fpoufe, who on her part 
became every day more doatingly fond of 
bim J and at length, all the regard, kind- 
nefs, and friendihip, fhe formerly felt for 
other relations and connedions, were to- 
tally effaced, and the whole affedion of 
her heart centered in her beloved hulband. 

One idea however intruded into her 
mind, and difturbed her happinefsj thi^ 
arofe from her hulband's profeffion, which 
fhe dreaded might occafion a reparation be-^ 
Yween them, and expofe him to the hard- 
4 ^^ps 
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{hips and daogersof wan She often con*r 
jured him therefore, with all the eloquence 
of love, to abandon a fituation which kept 
her in perpetual alarm* and embittered the 
fweeteft enjoyments of h€v life. 

Zeluco difliked the profeflion as much as 
his lady, and was fully refolyed to quit it, 
but he was equally refolved to make his 
yielding to her entreaties fubfervient to an- 
other plan which now occupied his thoughts. 

He always replied to her endearing foli-f 
citations on that head with every appear^ 
ance of grateful acknowledgment, expreff- 
ing at the fame time the greateft reludiance - 
to give up a profeflion of which he wag 
paflionately fond, and in which he expe^ed 
to obtain glQry and prefermeqt. 

This afFeding coiiteft was often renew- 
ed; on6neocca{ion,^luco, escaggerating 
the advantages he might derive from con-? 
tinuing in the fervice, faid, that if he 
{hould be as fortunate as ibme other of** 
ficerS) he might be enabled one day to re«* 
deem the eflate of his anceftors, and appear 
with fplendour and reputation in his native 

country. 
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^uutry. He probably expeded^ that in. 
poofequence of this hint flie would have 
put it in his power immediately, by mak«* 
^ng over her fortune to him ;TT-Tbut whether 
from not fully comprehending the import 
pf what he faid> or from fome remains of 
prudence, (he made no dired anfwer ; and 
her fears refpeSing her hufband's profeffion 
feemed to relapfe into a flumber, when they 
were fuddenly roufed by her receiving an 
anonymous letter from one who pretended 
great anxiety for her happinefs, at the fame 
time informing her, that war would very 
|boa be declared ; that her hufband's regi- 
ment was deftined for immediate fervice, 
in a fecret expedition, of which he himfelf 
had already received intimation, though out 
pf tendernefs he concealed it from- her. 

This alarming news at once awakened 
her apprehenfiotis and lulled her prudence. 
She tenderly expoftulated with her hufband 
for concealing intelligence of fuch infinite 
importance to her peace of mind. Without 
abfolutely admitting the truth of her in- 
formation, he ufed it as ^ frefh argument 

againft 
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agamft the propriety of his quitting t^e 
army. *• If he had hefitated, even io the 
time of peace, how could he in honour 
agree to it on the eve of a war ?" tTljia 
convinced her of the truth of |he intclE- 
gence. ^ 

*^ But you have not heard," cried the 
half-diftraded woman, ^^ that war is yet 
declared?" 

•* With whatever certainty it may be 
expeded, it afluredly is not adually de- 
clared,*' replied Zeluco ; ** if that were the 
cafe, even you, my deareft love, could no 
longer wifh thai I fhould leave the army ; 
nor could I, after that allow of any intreat^ 
on the fubje<a/' 

** Well, thank heaven, it is not yet too 
late,'' cried (he ; and immediately leaving 
Zeluco, flie ordered an irrevocable deed to 
be made out, by which her whole fortune, 
real and perfonal, was transferred to her 
hufband. This flie Ihewed him, telling 
him at the fame time, that fhe would de- 
liver it into his poffeffion the moment that 
he refigncd his commiffiout After the 

higheft 
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Ufgh^ft exprefiioQ of admiration^ at what 
he tcrmol her gencrofity of foul, and fome 
very heroic fenti^nents denoting the reluc- 
tance with which he had facrificed the hopes 
of military glory, he concludedi by repeating 
a line from aSpanifh poet, equivalent to 
this from Pope's Eloifa : 

Fame, wealth, and honour, what are ye to love? 

This fcrap of poetry, though not very ap- 
plicable on fuch an occafion, was heard with 
rapture, and confidered by the enamoured 
lady as exceedinglv in point. 

leaving obtained liberty to refign, he 
quitted the army, to the great joy of his 
lady, and of the regiment to which he be^ 
longed. 



^:i 
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CHAP. XIV. 

t^ropriutn humani ingenii eft^ odifle quern Isferis; 

TACit* 

^X^HE heroic mark of Ipve above men- 
tioned was tke laft that Zeluco was 
fblicitous of receiving from bis lady; for 
he feemed ever afte^ very willing to dif* 
penfe with all indications of her paffion^ 
and his expreflions of affedion towards hct 
diminifhed in their energy from this period. 
$he, at firfl with gentlenefs^ and afterwards 
with a mixture of acrimony, remonftratcd 
with him on this alteration. But it has 
been obferved, that complaints and remon-* 
ftrances feldom prove refloratives to a lan- 
guid love. In the bed and mildeft difpo(i« 
tions they do no good, in acrimonious dif- 
pofitions they exafperate the difeafe* 

Zeluco bore the murmurings of his wife 
from the beginning with but an ill-diflem-^' 
bled patience, became more and more mo- 

rofe 
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fofc and fulky as they were continued, and 
his behaviour terminated in* avowed con-' 
tempt and open abufe. 

The unhappy woman finding herfelf thus 
negle^d^ iYifalied, and defpifed by the 
perfon on whom fhe hftd fixed her afFeftions 
and beftowed her whole fortune, gradually 
funk into defpottdency, and after enduring 
ftU the bitwrnefe of felf-l'eproach, {he died 
at the »ettd ^ two yeari* , 

Diikppomtment and difquietude had at- 
tended' Zduco through the whole of his 
Rfe J notwithftanding the great acquifition 
of fortune he derived from his marriage, 
even His matrimonial ibite had been embit- 
tered with continual chagrin. This was 
the nfi?turil tffcGt of his own vicious con- 
duS; yjet by a partiality of felf-deceit, 
which it vefy comrmon, he always imputed 
his miffing <rf happinefs to other caufes : 
few people blan>e themfelves, while it is in 
the power of felf-lovejo twift the charge 
againftdtheta- All the difcontent and fret- 
fulne& which Zduco experienced during 
the lifetime of his wife, he thought origi- 
nated 
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nated in the ill-humour and bad temper of 
that unhappy woman. * ' . 

When he was freed therefore from wTiat 
he confidercd as the only obftrudtion to his 
happinefs, he expeded that what he had 
hitherto purfued without attaining' was at 
laft within his reach* 

But to render his felicity more dertaid 
and permanent, he thought it ncceflTary to 
bring his eftate to the higheft pitch of im* 
provement ; after which he propofed to re- 
turn to Europe, and there in fplendour and 
magnificence enjoy every pleafure that hh 
heart could defirc. 

In the profecution of this plan fie la- 
boured with fuch afliduity and impatience 
as kept himfelf in everlafting frctfulnefs, 
and proved fatal to feveral of his flave$, 
fome of whom expired under the exertions 
he forced them to make, and otliers under 
the punilhments he itifliaed for the fmalleft 
remiffnefs or negleft. 

• Zeluco was now in that fituationln which 
the underftanding cannot improve, atid the 
difpofition is the moft likely to degenerate; 

avoiding 
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^vo^yi^.ag^ being aYoided by ewry penfqp 
of a liberal aod independent mind ; liyiog 
al^pfl conftantly on his own eftate, with a 
fet of people over whom he had unlimited 
.power ; feeing no perfon whofe charader he 
jpuQh refpfded, or whofe cqnfure he fo much 
dreaded, as to put him on his guard againfl: 
tt\ifi overflowings of paflion, or make him 
check the impulfes of caprice^ of courfe he 
became .every day more unreafonable, paf- 
IxQnatc and cruel j and at length was un- 
j^Je to hear with patience the mod candid 
fi^i rational remonftrance, flying into vio- 
lent fits of rage on the moft trivial occafions ; 
ai^d when his domeftics had the gpod for- 
^]XR^ to execute his orders with fuch pre- 
qifion and rapidity as left him not the lead 
presence for blame, he then turned his ran* 
cgu^ on the climate and foil, the viciflitudes 
pf t.^e weather, burfting into ridiculous fijs 
^f jpafliQii at the commoneil and mofl ine- 
vitable occurrences. 

; The daily habit which this odious man 

tl^S acquired of tormenting himfelf, would 

hfivn, afforded fatisfadlion ta all who were 

Vox.. I. H wit- 
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witnefles to it, had it not been accompanied 
with the diabolical propenfity to harafs and 
torment all thofe unfortunate creatures 
whom Providence, for reafons we cannot 
penetrate, fubjeded to his power. 

When a man of a, good difpofition is- of 
a peevifli, fretful, and capricious temper, 
which unfortunately is fometimes the cafe, 
the uneafinefs which he needlcfsly gives 
himfelf is lamented by thofe who are ac- 
quainted with his entire charader* But 
when a villain is the flave of caprice, and 
of courfe a felf-tormentor, 'his mifery af- 
fords fatisfadion and amufement to all who 
know him. And although they durft not 
difplay it openly, yet it undoubtedly gave, 
fecret fatisfadion to every one of this 
wretched man's flaves, to be witnefles to. 
the difquietude and mifery of their per- 
feed ton 

Zeluco having been reprefented as ava- 
ricious as well as cruel, it may be faid that 
the firft of thofe difpofitions would prove 
a reftraint upon the laft; and that the fug- 
geftions of fclf-intereft woiild prevent his 

pufhing 
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puftiing Cruelty the length of endangering 
the lives of his ilaves. 

It is a common argument againft the 
neceffity of new laws for the proiedion of 
Haves, that they need no protedion from % 
juft and humane mafter, becaufc he will 
never injure them.; nor from a mafter of 
an oppofite chara£ter, becaufe his own in- 
tereft will be their protection : but let it 
be remembered, that men who are not na- 
turally cpmpaffionate, who are devoid of 
religious impreffions, and in the habit of 
giving vent to every guft of ill- humour, 
are Apt, in the violence of rage, to become 
deaf to the voice of common -fenfe and in- 
.tereft, as well as of juftice and mercy. An 
unfortunate gamefter throws the cards into 
the fire, and regrets that they have not 
feeling ; a choleric man breaks and deftroys 
the furniture of his houfe, however valua- 
ble ; and how often do we fee men in an ab- 
furd rage abufe their moft ferviceable cattle ? 
But a thoufand caufes, which muft occur 
to every one, expofe human creatures to the 
vii^didive rage of ill-tempered proprietors 
H 2 in 
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in a much greater degree thaii inanimate 
things or the brute creation ever can be. 
And we find in fad, that cruel and paf- 
fionate maflers, however interefted in other 
refpeds, do gratify their ill humour againft 
their moft valuable flaves at the expence of 
their intercft. 

It will be alleged, that in all the Chriftian 
colonics the flaves are fo far proteded from 
the injuftice of their matter, that none of 
them ca-n be condemned capitally, but after 
trial in a court of juftice. Long experience 
has made it cle?ir, however, that the pro- 
prietors of land in thofe colonies, Chriftians 
as they are, (hew little difpofition to Hften 
to the complaints of flaves, or interfere 
with each other refpeding the manner in 
which flaves are treated ; and when it is 
whifpered about, that a flave has expired 
under the lafli, or has died in confequence 
of the arbitrary punifliment of his mafter^ 
people in general are not fond of the trouble 
of coUeding proofs, or appearing in the 
charader of accufers j particularly when 
the delinquent rs a white man, of intercft 
8 perhaps 
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perhaps m the colony, and the AifFerer a 
black flave. Befides, there may in many 
iQftances be a full convidion of the crime, 
and yet the criminal may not be deemed 
within the grafp of thofe vague laws which 
the policy of Europe has thought fufEcienf 
for the protedion ofilaves from the ci*uelty 
of their mafters. The law may dlreCt, ihat 
a mailer fhall not order more than a limited 
number of ftripes 10 be inflidled for any 
fault that his flave commits. But if the 
law requires no prcof of the fault, except 
the allegation of the matter, what fecurity 
has. the flave that he fliall not be puniflied 
uojufl:ly, or that his matter fliall not, as 
often as he pleafes, repeat the punifliment 
at fuch intervals as keep him out of the 
reach of the law ? It mutt be owned that 
the flave has no fecurity from fuch abufes, 
which is tantamount to putting it in the * 
«i^%r's power to torture his flaves to death 
with impunity. Such laws are no fafe- 
guard, but rather a mockery of the un- 
l^py race of men they pretend to pro- 

H 3 This 
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This unlimited power, which is left in 
tlie hands of the matters, has a bad eStO, 
both on the flave and the matter. It tends 
at.once to render the firft more wretched, 
and the fecond more wicked. How many 
men have, for' a great part of their lives, 
fupported the character of well^djfpofed 
good-natured people ; and on going. from 
Europe to the Weft Indies, and becoming 
proprietors of ilaves, have gradually grown 
ill-tempered, capricious, haughty, and cruel ? 
Even Zeluco, though of a capricious, vio- 
lent, and felfifh difpofition, was not natu- 
rally cruel ; this laft grew upon him in 
confequence of unlimited power. His fe- 
verity to the foldiers arofe from a defire of 
gaining the favour of the commander, by 
, rendering the men under his immediate 
command more expert than others. In 
pufhing this point he difregarded, indeed, 
the fufFerings of the men ; becaufe his ex«- 
ceflive felfiftinefs engrofled all his feelings, 
?ind left him quite indifferent to the feelings 
of others ; he ftill was^ not pofitively orod^ 
Uninfluenced by paffion pr rji^e, he had no 

fatis-5 
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{atisfa£):ion in giving pain ; he was only 
unconcerned whether they fufFered or not. 
And afterwards, when he became the abfo- 
lute mafter of a great number of unfortu- 
nate creatures, whom he confidered as his 
property, he thought he had a right to 
make the moft of them. And he was in- 
formed by thofe who have heads for fuch a 
calculation, and hearts to a6t in confequence 
of it', that to force flaves to their utmoft 
exertions, and purchafe new ones as the 
old expire, is, upon the whole, more oeco- 
nomical than to treat them with a ceriaia 
degree of gentlenefs, and oblige them tp no 
more labour than is propottioned to their 
ftrength, although, by this means, the pur- 
chafes would be lefs frequent. A perfon 
who pafled for a very fenfible man, who 
formerly kept an inn on one of the grpat 
pofting roads in England, and wa$ at this 
time a confiderafole proprietor of land in 
one of the Wed-Iodia i^ands, had aiTured 
hifla, that he had fauiii4 this to hold with 
i^Qgard to poft bpries ; and the argament 
was equally juft when applied to flaves. 
H 4 Zeluco 
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Zeluco therefore had originally no direft 
intention of injuring his flaves ; his view 
was fimply to improve his eftates to the 
utmdft ; but in the execution of this plan> 
z% their exertions did hot keep pace with 
his impatience, he found it neceffary to 
quicken them by an unremitting ufe' of the 
whip. This produced difcontent, mur- 
murs, fulkinefsj^fometimcs upbraidings, on* 
their parts; rage, threats, and every kind 
of abufe, on his : he faw hatred in all their 
looks, he prefumed revenge iti all their 
hearjts ; he became more and more fevere, 
and treated them as he imagined they 
wifhed to treat him, and as he was con- 
fcious he deferved to be treated by them j 
at length he arrived at that fhocking point 
of depravity, to have a gratification in pu- 
niftiing, independent of any idea of utility 
or advantage to himfelf. 

This, unfortunately for a large propor- 
tion of mankind, is often the progrefs of 
unlimited power, and the cfFe<a which it 
too frequently produces on the human cha- 
rader. 

If 
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If the rcign of many European propric* 
tots of eftates in the Weft Indies were 
faithfully recordccT, it is much to be feared^ 
that the capricious cruehies which difgrace 
thofe of Caligula and Nero would not feem 
fo incredible as they now do. And perhaps 
no memoirs could be more aflre(3:ing to a 
candid and humane mind» than thofe of 
many negroes, from the time of their being 
brought from the coaft of Guinea, till their 
death in the Weft Indies. The fate of one 
of Zeluco's flaves, called Hanno, being 
conneded with our purpofe, may, without 
impropriety, be mentioned here. 
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CHAP. XV. 

■ Merciful Heaven ! 
Thou rather, with thy (harp and fulphurous bolt, 
Split'ft the unwedgable and gnarled oak. 
Than the foft myrtle ! O, but man 1 proud man ! 
Dreft in a little brief authority ; 
Moft ignorant of what is moft aflured, 
Hi^ glaffy eflcncc— like an angry ape. 
Plays fuch £s(ntaftick tricks before high Heaven, 
As makes the angels weep.— — 

3ha|cesp£are« 

TJANNO, the flave mentioned at the 
end of the foregoing chapter, allowed 
fymptoms of compaflion, perhaps of indig- 
nation, to efcape from him, on hearing one 
of his brother flaves ordered to be puniflied 
unjuftly. Zeluco having obferved this, 
fwore that Hanno fhould be the executioner, 
otherwife he would order him to be pu* 
nilhed in his dead. 

Hanno faid, he might do as he pleafed ; 

but as for himfelf he never had been accuf-* 

tomed to that office, and he would not 

I ' - begin 
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begin by ex^rcifing it on his firiend. Ze- 
luco, in a tranfport of rage* ordered him 
to be lafhed feverely> and renewed the pu- 
nifhment at legal intervals fo often, that 
the poor man was thrown into a languifti- 
ing difeafe, which confined him conftantly 
to his bed* 

Hanno had been a favourite fervant of 
his lady's before her marriage with Zeluco; 
be was known to people of all ranks on the 
ifland, and efteemed by alt who knew him» 

. The Irifh foldier who had carried the jcom-^ 
manding officer from the field, as was re- 
lated above, was taken into that gentleman's 
iervice fome time aft?r, and remained con* 
ftantly in his family from that time; this 
foldier had long been acquainted with Han*- 

, no, and had a particular efteem for him. 
As foon ^s he heard of his dangerous fitua- 
tion, he haftened to fee him, carried him 
wine and pther refrefhments, and continued 
to vifit and comfort him during his languifti- 
ing ill-nefs. Perceiving at laft that there 
was no hope of his recovery, he thought' 
\hfi 1^ 2iM beft good office, he could do 

him 
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him was to carry a prieft to give him abfo- 
lution and extreme undion^ 

As they went together, " I fhould be very 
forry, father," faid the foldier, ** if this 
poor fellow miffed going to heaven ; for, 
by Jefus, I do not believe there is a worthier 
foul there, be the other who he pleafes." 

** He is a black/' faid the prielt, who 
was of the order of St. Francis. 

" His foul is whiter than a ikinhed po- 
tatoe," faid the foldier. 

♦^ Do you know whether* he believes in 
all the tenets of our holy faith ?'' faid the 
prieft. 

*^* He is a man who was always ready to 
.do as he would be done by,*' replied the 
foldier. 

** That isfomething," faid thecapuchibt 
** but not the moft effential. Are you 
certain that he is a Chriftian ?*' 

** O, I'll be damned if he is not as pretty 
a Chriftian as your heart can defire,'* faid 
the foldier ; ^* and I'll give you a proof 
that will rejoice your foul to hear.^-^A 
foldier of our regiment was feized with the 

cramp 
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cramp in his leg when he was bathing ; fo 
he halloed for affiftance, and then went 
plump to the bottom like a ftone. Thofe 
who were near him, Chriftians and all, 
fwum away as faft as their legs could carry 
them, for they were afraid of his catching 
hold of them. But honeft Hanno pufhed 
diredly to the place where -the foldier had 
funk, dived after him, and, without more 
adon or fo much as faying by your leave, 
feized him by the hair of the head, and 
hauled him afhore; where, after a little 
rubbing and rolling, he was quite recovered, 
and is alive and merry at this blefled mo- 
ment. Now, my dear father, I think this 
waB behaving like a good Chriftian, and 
what is much more, like a brave Irifhmaa 
too*'* 

J . ** Has he been properly inftrucled in all 
the dodrines of the catholic church V' faid 
4he prieft. 

. ; " That he has/' replied the foldier ; '' for 
I was, after inftruding him yefterday my- 
felf i. and as you had told me very often^ 
.tt^trbelijeyrng; was the great point;, Ipreflcd 

that 
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that home. ** By Jefus,'* fays I, ^' Handd, 
it does not fignify making wry faces, but 
you muft believe, my dear Honny, as faft 
as ever you can, for you have no time to 
lofe ; — and, poor fellow, he entreated me 
to fay no more about it, and he would be- 
lieve whatever I pleafed.'* 

This fatisfied the father ; when they ar- 
rived at the dying man's cabin, ** Now, 
my dear fellow,-' faid the foldier, *^ I have 
brought 'a holy man to give you abfolution 
for your fins, and to (hew your foul the 
road to heaven; take this glafs of wine to 
comfort you, for it is a hellifh long jour- 
ney." 

They raifed poor Hanno, and he fwal- 
lowed the wine with difficulty. 

*^ Be not difmayed, my honeft lad,*' 
continued the foldier, " for although it is 
a long march to heaven, you will be fure 
of glorious quarters when you get there. I 
cannot tell you exadly how people pafs their 
time indeed ; but by all accounts there is 
no very hard duty, unlefs it is that you 
will be obliged to fing pfalms and hymns 

pretty 
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pretty conftantly; that to be fure you muft 
bear with : but thea the devil a fcoundrcl 
who delights in tormenting his fellow-crea- 
tures will be allowed to thruft his nofe into 
that fweet plantation; and fo, my dear 
Hanno, Godblefsyou; all your fufferings 
are now pretty well over, and I am con- 
vinced you will be as happy as the day is 
long, in the other world, all the reft of 
your life." 

The prieft then began to perform his 
office ; — Hanno heard him in filence, — he 
feemed unable to fpeak. 

** You fee, my good father/' faid, the 
foldier, ** he believes in all you fay. You 
may now, without any further delay, give 
him abfolution and extreme un^ion, and 
every thing needful to fecure him a fnug 
birth in paradife." 

*' You are fully convinced, friend," faid 
the prieft, addrcfling the dying man in a 
folemn manner, *^ that it is only by a firm, 
belief in all the tenets of the holy catholic 
church, that—" ** God love your foul, my 
dear father/' interrupted the foldier, " give 

hifli 
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^limabfolutlon in the firfl: place^ and con^ 
yince him afterwards ; for» upon my coq«- 
fcience, if you bother him much longer, 
the poor creature's foul will flip through 
your fingers/' 

The prieft, who was a good-natured 
man, did as the foldier requeued. 

** Now," faid the foldier, when the ce- 
remony was over, " now, my honcft fel- 
low, you may bid the devil kifs your b — ^tf, 
for you are as fure of heaven as your naaf- 
ter is of hell ; where, as this reverend fa- 
ther will afTure you, he mull fufFer to all 
eternity.'* • 

" I hope he will not fuffer fo long/* 
faid Hanno, in a faint voice ; and fpeaking 
for the firft time fince the arrival of the 
prieft. 

** Have a care of what you fay, friend,*^ 
faid the prieft, in a fevere tone of voice : 
^ you muft not doubt of the eternity of 
hell torments. — If your mafter goea once 
there, he muft remain for ever.'^ 

*• Then ril be bound for him," faid the 
foldier, ** he is fure enough of going there." 

'' But 
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•^ iBet I hope in God he will not temaiti 
for evcr,*^ faid Hanno-^and expired. 
' ^ That was not fpoken like a true be^ 
Rcver/* laid the prieft; ** if I had thought 
that he harboured any doubts onr fijch ail 
eflential article^ I ihould not have grven 
him abfolution. 

** It is lucky then that the poor fellow 
made bis efcape to iieaven before you knev^ 
any. thing of the ihatter,^' faid the Iqldier. 
,J^ the foldier returned home from Han- 
X¥>'s cabbi% he met Zeluco, who, knowing 
whe^e he ha<j been, faid to him, *^ How 
is the d — d fcoundrel now ?'* 

*' The d — d fcoundrel is in better health 
tjian all who know him could wifii," replied 
tbe foldier. 

•* Why, they told me ^e was dying,** faid 
Zclucp» 

•\ Jf you ipean poor Hannoj he is already^ 
dqadf and on his way to heaven,'' faid thdi' 
foJdier V ^^ but as. for the fcoundrel wbo^ 
murdered him, he'll be d-^d before he^ g^ 
thcrp." : . : : ' 

^:V0L. I, t 
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CHAP. XVI. 

The Fortuguefe. 

COMETIME after this an occurrence 
took place which contributed more to 
render Zeluco lefs cruel to his flaves, thaa 
all the occafional attacks of compundlion 
he felt for the death of Hanno, or than ?ill 
the laws exifting for the protedion of Negro 
flaves. 

A rich Portuguefe merchant, who had 
been fettled for feveral years in the towi> 
of Havannah, had lately purchafed aa 
eftate contiguous to that of Zeluco, who 
difplayed a great inclination to cultivate 
his acquaintance by every kind of polite 
attention. 

He frequently vifited this merchant at 

his houfe in town, and offered him every 

kind of accommodation which his eftate 

afforded, while the Portuguefe was re- 

4 pairing 
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{^airing a houfe on his new purchafe fo^ 
the reception: of his family. 

This very obliging behaviour of Zelucd 
feeraed extraordinary to all thofe who knew 
him, and did not know that the merchant 
had a very handfome \^Ife, who was fond 
of admiration, and not entirely free froni 
coquetry. 

Zeluco was much ftruck with hef beauty^ 
andiifed all his art to feduce her. She, on 
her part, although not entirely infenfible to 
the charms of his face and perfbn, was ftill 
toore plfeafed with the ecl^t of having d 
ittan of his rank and fortune among the. 
flumbef of her admirers, and probably had 
no idea of ever making any other ufe of" 
him. This lady was one of thai clafs of 
#ofnen, who, teing kept out of the way of 
temptation, and not vigoroufly attacked^ 
will preferve the citadel of their virtue in- 
violate through life. She was apt, how- 
ever, through vanity, to expofe fome of 
tlie outworks a little tdo much, which in-» 
vited the attacks of the enemy ; and al- 
though flie had no ferious intention of eveif 
la formally 
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formally furrendering the fort, fhe. might 
, poffibly, through inattention, have allowed 
it to be furprifed by a coup de main. 

This lady was allured into an epiftolary 
correfpbndence with Zeluco; at firft on the 
moli -trifling fubje<3;s, and with the know- 
ledge of her hufband, to whom flie fliewed 
the billets : by degrees, however, it hap- 
pened that (he received fome which -flic 
thought it unneceflary to communicate* ^ 

When the Portuguefe brought his family 
to the houfe which he had repaired fot 
their reception, Zeluco's intercourfe with 
them was more frequent; and he often 
walked with the hufband and wife in a fe- 
qucftered field fituated between his own. 
houfe and that of her hufband. 

With foihe difficulty Zeluco at length 
prevailed on her to promife to nieet him at 
this place towards the clofe of an evening, 
when he knew that her hufband was en- 
gaged on bufinefs, which would necelTarily 
detain him very late at the houfe of a 
gentleman who lived at a conliderable dlf- 
tance. 

From 
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From the Hme that ZeluCo's correfpond* 
eace with the lady became of a nature that 
ihe was . rather fhy of communicating, he 
always employed one particular flave, who, 
^ l^ imagined, was very cordially attached 
to him on account of a few indulgences 
-which were granted to him previous to his 
being, entrufted as an agent in this bufinefs. 

la this coDJeAure, however, Zeluco was 
greatly miftaken ; thofe flight favours had 
jQot eradicated from the man's mind that 
hatred and thirft for revenge which his 
ipafter's former treatment had planted 
there. 

. . Having come to the knowledge of the 
intended interview, he actually went and 
communicated all he knew to the hufband, 
and returned rqoicing in the hope that his 
detefted matter would be affaflinated that 
very pight. 

Tlie lady, however, had accidentally ken 
this flave with her hufband, and remarked, 
ihat^from the time the flave had fpoken to 
him he was uncommonly thoughtful, mo- 
rofe/ and agitated. 

1 3 This 
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This led her to fufpe<a that bcr hufbdnd 
\7^a8 iofprmed of the appointmeott which 
flie herfclf had already beguti to repent of, 
and to hefitate about keeping. 

After maturely weighing every circum- 
ftancc, ftie determined to reveal to her huf- 
band what (he thought he knew already. 
. She approached him therefore with an 
jiir of fincerity and contrition, faying, fhe 
>vas about to acquaiftt him with fomething 
which lay like i load upon her mind ; that 
flie had without fcruple indulged an ac* 
quaintance with Signor Zeluco on account 
of the friendfhip he expreffed for her huf- 
band^ and his polite and obliging behaviour 
to herfelf ; but that of late fhe had been 
furprifed at a change in bis manner of ad? 
dreffing her, which had terminated ia a de- 
claration of love ; that (he had been re- 
ftrained from mentioning this to' him foon- 
er, being unwilling to give him utieafinefs, 
^nd in hopes that from the manner in which 
ihe had received his declaration, he would 
not venture to renew it: but finding he 
P^rf^fted in his criij^inal aftduities, and had 

eveq 
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erea gane the length of propbfing that flie 
fhould noueet him privately and unknown to. 
her buJrt>and, Ihe thought herfelf bound in 
duty to conceal this behaviour of Zeluco's 
no longer ; but to inform her hufband of 
the whole. 

Here fhe made a full flop;— and the 
hufband perceiving that (he meant to add 
nothing further, faid,— '* Have you then 
informed me of the whole ?^' 

She took heaven and earth to witncft 
that fhe had. 

" I did not hear you mention that you 
had promifed to meet him," faid the huff 
band. 

The lady having recovered from a fhort 
cmbarraffment which this obfervation oc* 
cafioned, replied, that fhe had been fo 
much Ihocked with the propofal, and iqi 
fuch confuGon, that fhe could not now re- 
colled every word of what fhe had faid ; 
but that fhe had immediately left him ; 
" and whatever," added j(Jic, *' has fallen 
from me, which he may conflrue into a 
promife, I am confcious that I never fhould 
I 4 have 
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have gone near the place : of the trtith of 
this, the information I have juft given yoti 
18 a fuflScipnt proof j and if I have erred iti^ 
concealing this matter fo long, my error 
proceeded from a defire of preventing mif- 
chievous confecjuences, ai^d out of tender- 
nefs to you. 

The eloqqence and fair pretences of thq 
wife at length lulled the fufpicions, and 
foothed the rage of her fpoufe with refped 
to herfelf J but his rancour againft Zelucp 
;'emained in fulj force j apd he threw out 
fome threats of determined revenge. The 
wife was alarmed at this ; for, although 
fhe was now refolved never to renew the 
intrigue, yet being confcious that {he was 
in fome degree to blame herfelf, fhe would 
willingly have prevented any n^ifchief from 
befalling Zeluco ; with this view (he begged 
of her hufband to overlook and defpife the 
vain attempt which had been made, and 
leave the man to be puniflied by the morti- 
fication of difappointment, and the thoughts 
of the ridiculous light in which he muft be 
confcious that he fiood in the fight of both. 

^ The 
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^1$ Imfl^and Teemed to acquit fee in hk 
m^'s jreaiboing, but was determined to (m-' 
jisfy his revengCf a plan for which had al* 
f ea^y occurred to him. • 

Having perfuaded his wife to go to bed 
iCarlier than ufual, he drefled himfelf in her 
clothes, and throwing a white mantle over 
his bead and (boulders, be flipt fecretly out 
pf his hpufe, and with yindidive impa- 
tience walked to the place of rendezvous, 
where Zeluco had been waiting ever fincc 
the appointed moment. 

With reviving joy, and by the glimmer- 

ing light of the ftars, he perceived a perfoa 

in, female attire approaching 5 and never 

jcJoubting but it was theobjedl of his wifliest 

be fprung forward with bounding velocity 

to meet her embrace ; but at that inftant 

his boiling blood was frozen on hearing 

X\kC following words pronounced in an un- 

.aatural voice>— '* The fpirit of thy wife> 

(he who fell a vidim to thy perfidious cru* 

f Ity, fends thee this." 0« which the Por- 

ttaguefe plunged his ftiletto into the » breai^ 

0f 2eluco, who immediately feU to the 

itt groynd. 
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grounid. The blow was given with good- 
will, the weapon rufhed to the hilt, and 
the hufband, convinced he had killed him, 
returned quietly to his own houfe, without 
bis wife or any of the family having fuf- 
peded that he had gone abroad. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

The Reward of Inhumanity. 

^ELUCO lay for fome time oa the 
ground, before he could recolledt hia^ 
terrified and/cattered fenfes, and when hie 
had in fome degree recovered them, he 
was flill unable to account for what had 
happened ; fometimes he believed he had, 
in reality, feen the ghoft of his deceafed 
wife ; and every circumftance of his un- 
grateful and perfidious condud to her rufh- 
ing on his memory, at a moment when he 
thought hiptifelf on the poiflt of entering 
into a fiate of retribution, filled his mind 
with horror, and drove him to the brink 
of madnefs, from which perhaps he was 
faved by the quantity of blood he loft as he 
Jay on the ground. 

After paffing feveral hours in a ftate of 
terror aad remorfe, the day beginning to 
^awn, he felt himfelf, though in a very 

weak 
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weak condition, able to nvovc ; and 9t 
length, by the aid of a tree, at whofe root 
he had fallen, he got upon his legs, and 
then attempted to move towards his own 
houfe, but foon, through faintneft, funk 
again to the ground, where he lay a con- 
fide/able time longer in anguifh, and de- 
ipairing of relief. At length he faw fongie 
of his own flaves going to their morning 
jabour. 

In a tone very different from that ip 
Y^b^ch he had been accuftomecj to addrefe 
them) with whining humility, he implored 
their fuccour, and begged th?y would have 
the goodnefd to carry him home. 

At the found of a human voice, expreflivc 
pf diftrefs, the flaves fprung eagerly to give 
their afliftance ; but the inftant they per- 
ceived it was their mailer, they ftopjped 
fhbrt with looks of abhorrence, as if it had 
not been a man but a wounded ferpent, 
which they faw writhing on the ground. 
Some turned afide, willing to be thought 
not to have obferved him ; others looked 
!^ if they enjoyed his ?gony ; none offered 

bim 
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bim tkfiiftance ; and it is not probable^he 
ivould ever have reached his own houfe 
alive, had not one of his managers joined 
thepa. By his authority, he vras at laft 
carried thither, and the bed medical and . 
furgicalaid was immediately Tent for. The 
wound, upon the firft examination, was 
thought mortal, and /the univerial fatif- 
fa£tion jthat this occafioned, as foon as it 
circulated among this detefled man's flaves, 
was very evident, in fpite of all their en- 
deavours to control their features and gef- 
tures. After languiftiing many weeks, how- 
ever, the fymptoms at laft became favour- 
able. During all the time in which it was * 
doubtful whether be was to die or to live, 
the mind of the patient himfelf w-as hardly 
rtore cruelly agitated between fear and 
hope, than that of every flave, male and 
female,' that belonged to him. And when 
he was pronounced to be out of danger, 
fo fully was he loaded with their hatred, 
that th^ news produced a (hock like that of 
eledricity over his whole family. A num- 
ber of flav€4 who happened to be at work 

ia 
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in the garden, under the window of IZelu-^ 
co's bed-chamber, burft into a loud and 
tincontrollablc howl of forrow when his 
recovery was firft announced to them. 

The patient, alarmed at the found, afked 
the phyfician, then fitting by his bed-fide^\ 
i«^hat it meant. The phyficlan, who un- 
derftood it no more than Zelucoi went td 
inquire, and having difcovered the true 
fource of the outcry, returned to the pa-* 
tient. 

*^ What is the meaning of that howl ?'" 
faid Zeluco J " it feemed prompted by for- 
row.'* 

** It proceeded from your flaves," an- 
fwered the phyfician j *' they are inquiring 
after your health.^' 

•^ Well, what then?" cried Zeluco. 

♦« Why then/' anfwered the Doftor, '' t 
fuppofe they muft have been told, by mij^ 
take, that you are worfe, and likely to die. 
I hdve frequently knoWn flaves exprefs 
their grief in the fame manner, when they 
were in danger of lofing a good and hu-« 
mane mafter.*' 

The 
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The irony of this reply was wormwood 
to Zeluco; he fell into a gloomy fit of 
muling, and made no farther inquiry ; nei- 
ther did he^ during his illnefs, or after his 
recovery, give any fatisfadory account of 
the manner in which he had received the 
wound. Whatever his opinion might be, 
his fears were difGpated ; and y^hen he was 
able to weigh circumftances, he abftained 
from fuggefting any fufpicion againft par- 
ticular perfons, or from making any inves- 
tigation of the fubje£t 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



»^4 



Z E L U C jOj 



CHAP, xviii;. 



Ye, who one bitter drop have drained ] 

From flav'ry^s cup, with horror ftain'd ; 

< ' ' Ob, let no fatal dregs be found, ' . j ' '' 

Bat dafb her chalice to the ground; r. (t [ 

^ Helen Maria Wii^LiAm4 \ 

T^OR a confiderable time after Zeluco 
was out of danger from his Wound, 
and even after he began to walk abroadf 
and refume the management of his affairs^ 
- he appeared more penfive than formerly j* 
fthd although his thoughts feemed t)f a 
gloomy nature, yet he did not burft out 
into thofe violent fits of rage that had Been 
cuftomary with him before that accident*^ 
But the impreffion which it had made bii 
his mind gradually diminifhed, and the 
fentiments' of dread and remorfe, which ^ 
iofluenced his conduct for a time, wearing 
^uite away> his former difpofitions returned 
with his bodily health. 
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One day^ as he was walking around his 
eftate, with the phyfician already men«» 
tionedf »who had called upon him on his 
return from vifiting a patient^ Zeluco gave 
pretty ftrong indications of a relapfe into 
his former cruelty. The phyficiaUf who 
was a man of fenfe and humanity, checked 
him, and exprefled fentiments of com« 
paflion for the deplorable condition of the 
poor flaves, 

: " They are,'Vfaid Zeluco, " the moft 
villanous race alive/' . 

^ ** They certainly are the moft unfor* 
tunate,^' faid the phyfician. 

. ^\ Let them perform their talk as they^ 
ought," replied the other, " and they wijl 
not be unfortunate/' 

** Why, it is not a flight misfortune,'* 
faid the Dodor, *^ to have Juch talks to 
perform/* 

•* They are io a better fituation than 
when they were in their own country." 

" That would be difficult to prove,'' faid 

the phyfician; *• but were it certain, I 

ihould think it a bad reafon for treating 

^VoL. I. • K them 
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tbotn ill ^^9 iiierely becaufc they hadbeieii 
vcacy, iil' treated Z^^/^*" 

' •♦ NegrO' flaves. in general^ all over the ' 
Weft Indies^'* faid Zelucot *' are m a better 
ceiidition ^an tbe oomaum people iti tnoft 
coudtriee^ ift Eprope. I; have^ beard tbis 
aflerted a thoufaod times/' 

, •* If It were fo," faid the pbyfieiati, ** it 
would convey a dreadful idea of the con- 
dition of Europeans s but the thing is inv- 
poffible, Signor.'* 

" Howimpoflible?'' faid Zeluco; 
^ ^' Becaufei even if Haves were in general 
fed and clothed as well as you are yourfelf, 
yi^t while; it is in the power of their mafter 
to impofe what tafk he pleafes^ and puniih 
their faults according to his humour^ their 
conditjic^n aOi,U)ft be ii^flRitely worfe.tbian that 
of the cottager^ whom nqbody. can abufe 
with impunity, and on whom the cheering 
fpirit, of liberty fmilesf as he reaps the ,fruit 
of his own induftry/' 

" You have certainly/* faid ZelucOt . 
•* borrowed that fentiment from an Eng- 
lilhman j fome of. thofe cnthuiiaftic fooU 

who 
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WKcf aSte ^leafed' to bear the infolence 6F 
mobs, and to facrifice many of the conve- 
dkn^ied 6f life to^ the empty (liade of free- 
dom. Yet I have heard fome, even oi their 
Weft* India' proprietors, aifert, that the ne« 
groes of ttiofe iflands were happier than 
the commop labourers in Englan^l/' 
\' ^4 There is nothing tpo at)furd for fom€ 
men to aifertV*' faid the phyfician, ** whea 
they itnagine their intereft is concerned, or 
when it -tends to juftify their conduft* 
And were a law tb be propofed now againfl: 
the (Tave trad^, or to render the condition 
of flaves more tolerable than it is at prefent, 
\?iiicli is ijiQie lively to happen among the 
generous enthufiafts you* mention than in 
any other country, it would perhaps be 
oppofed by thofe very proprietors ; but 
would you impute fuch oppofition to ten- 
djbrnefs to the flaves, and a humane wiih 
to prevent their becoming as miferable as 
the common labourers in England J^' 

*M am told, however,'* replied Zfiluco, 

*? that your Ejiglifh in general are a moft 

Ijigubrious race, and that there is much 

K 2 melan- 
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melancholy and difcontent in their countrj^ 
ivith all their' liberty.*' ' 

** I am told," anfwered the phyfician^ 
** that there is much froft and cold in theii^ 
country with all their funlhine^ yet it has 
not been as yet clearly proved that the 
fun is the caufe of either/' 

*' Well, but to return to the ilavest** ^id 
Zeluco } *M do not perfedly underfiand 
what is your drift. Are they not my pro- 
perty ? Have I not therefore a right to ob- 
lige them to labour for my profit ?'* 

" With regard to the right which any 
man has to make a property of other meUt 
and force them to labour as flaves folely for 
his benefit, I fufped it would be difficult 
for the greateft cafuift that ever lived ta 
make it out.'* 

/* Why fo?'* replied Zcluco; '^ 1 axA 
aiiured that the flave trade is authorifed by 
the Bible. You are too found a Chriftian» 
my good Do&or, to controvert fuch au* 
thority.** 

*• Without confidering whether thofe 

who furniOxed you with that^argument 4i4 

II it 
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it with friendly or unfriendly intentions to 
the Bible, Signor^ and without touching 
any controvertible point in the Scriptures, 
I will juft obferve, that charity, beneyolencet 
^nd mercy to our fellow -creatures, are not 
only authorifed, but in the plaineft une* 
quivocal terms repeatedly ordained, in thofe 
writings. LcJt therefore the proprietors of 
flaves begin, by confonhing their coilduS 
to thofe injunctions, and then they may be 
allowed to quote Scripture authority in (u^ 
port of fuch property. — -Bleffidare the tmr,^ 
cifulf for they Jhall obtain mercy *-^Wbat[o^ 
ever ye would that menjhould do to you ^ do ye 
Jo to tbcm. — Qome unto me^ all ye that la^ 
kour and are heavy laden^ and I ivill give 
yfiu r/Ji. -r—Th^k are the words of the Author 
of Chriftianity, whofe whole Ufp was a rcr 
prefentation by adion of his owa precepts. 
L^t.the proprietors of eftates in America 
and the Weft India iflands confider how far 
their treatment oiF the negroes is agreeabW 
to his doGriae and conduit ; and thpir time 
will be better employed than in perverting 
detached paflages of the Bible, and endea- 
vouring to prefs that which Is proclaimeS 
^' K 3 pea?c 
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peace oo earth> ^aod g6od^:vgiil t;o,^i€^ 1)1^9 
the fervice of cruelty s^nd c^ivreffion*^* \ - 

^^ After all this fine fermofl,*' (kid 2le>- 
^ucoj *• you do not pretend toaffert, ihdk 
negroes are originally on a footing vfhfi 
white people; you will allow, Ihope, that 
they are an inferior race of men/* 

** I wiy allow,'' replied the Dodor, 
** that their hair is fhort and ours is long, 
that their nofes are flat and ours" are raifed, 
and their fkin is black and our§ white ; 
yet after all thofe conceffions, I flill have 
my doubts refpefling our right to make 
them flaves.** 

*' Well, Dcdor,'' faidZeluco, *' ifyoii 
are determined to dlfpute our rights you 
muft admit that we have the power^ Which 
is of much more importance." 

** While I admit tbat^ Signor, I mod 
fincerely wifh it were oth^rwife exercifed/' 

** How the devil would you have it ex- 
crcifcd r" 

** We fliould, in my opinion, exercife it 
with more moderation and lenity ihan fomc 
of us do," faid the phyfician. 

*' Lenity,'' 
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.5* Iicbify,** «ric4 ZSclnco, "tea parcel 
of rafcafe> 4 g&^ df pitfering 4ogs, -down* 
right thteveB ! "vviiy, as often m they can^ 
they fteal the vei^y provifions intended fdr 
my own table !" 

** You cannot be much furprifed at that, 
Signor, when they are pinched with hun* 
ger." 

" You would have them pampered with 
delicacies forfooth, and never puniftied for 
any crime ?" 

** No,- Sir, but I would certainly allow 
them a fufficient quantity of wholefome 
food ; and perceiving that all my neigh* 
bours are liable to commit faults, and being 
confcious of many failings in myfelf, I 
ihbuld not exped that poor untutored Haves 
were to be exempted from them, nor would 
J be reletitlefs or unforgiving when they 
wer* difcovered." 

^* Po, poh — that is not the way to deal 

with negroes ; nothing is to be made of 

them by lenity ; they are the lazieft dogs 

in the world ; it is with the greateft dif- 

K 4 ficulty 
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%i|l^ romettmes tliac my managar «an get 
tbcm roufed to t^eiir moroiEOg woif : , 

^* Coofidert i^nor, bow natural it Is 
after bard labour ta wi(b to prolong the. 
intervals of reft/' 

'^ Rflftr' cried Zeluco, angrily j " Aejr 
will have reft enough in their graves/' 

** Well, Signor," replied the phyficjan; 
ibocked at this brutal remarks ^^ It would 
be fortunate for fome people that they €Oul4 
promife themfelves the fame/' 

^^* Bi^, Doaor/' faid Zeluco, uking no 
^notice of the laft obfervation, ^* can you 
seally imagine that fuch treatment as yon 
ftcm to recommends would render, flaves 
of e^ual benefit Co the proprietors of We^ 
IndUeftttes?*' , ' 

f* Ay, Signor," replied the phyficiani 
^ that is coming dire^ly to the point« 
which a man of fenfe would wi(h to in* 
vcftigate, leaving all the foreign mat- 
ter concerning religion and ' humanity^ 
which embarrais the arguq^ient, oi^t of the 
qu^ftioq/^ 
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j^^tWclli^confideriDg the bufineft^^lh a^- 
view tH^mtn^B intereft or profit only; long 
obfervntioii on the cofidud of othets, with 
my own e:s|>erience9 which has been cori^ 
fiderablc, convinces me that the mafter 
who treats his flaves with humanity and 
welUdire&ed kindnefs^ reaps more benefit 
from their labour^ than he who behaves in 
a contrary manner. There are many in- 
ftaoc^s of ingratitude to be fure, but it is 
pot natural to the human heart: we natu- 
rally.dndearourfelves to thofe to whom we 
kapart pleafure, and men in general ferve 
with jmore alacrity and perfeverance from 
tovi.jhan fear. The inftant that the eye 
^frthe manager is turned from the flave^ 
who ferves from fear alone» his efforts re<« 
^{^l but the induftry of him who ferves 
^f em attachment, is continualLy prompted 
by thp gratitude, and the regard for.hia 
ipafter'9 int^reft, which he carries in hii 
bjeafl. . 

*V Befides, Signori how infinitely more 
pleafing is it to be confidered as the diftri*^ 
l>utQC<^ happincfs, than the inflidor of 

pain ? 
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paifi ? What fihaa, who has k in ^is {K)%er 
to be loved as a benefisn^tori would j:hx>Q& 
to be detefted a« aa execuuoner, atfid fee 
forrowi terror, and abhorrence, in the 
countenaaccs he daily beholds? Coniej 
Signer,'* continued the pbyficiijn, *' having, 
during the courfe of your illaefs, ;giyefi 
you many advices for which' you have 
paid me, pray accept of one from me 
gratis ; you will reap much fatisfaftion from 
it, and it may prevent your being expofed 
to new dangers, fimilar to that from which 
you have with fuch difficulty efcaped. — My 
advice is this : Alter entirely your condud 
towards your flaves ; fcorn not thofe who 
demand juftice and mercy ; treat them with 
much more indulgence, and fometimes 
with kindnefs i for certainly that man is 
in a mo(i miferable as well as dangerous 
fitoation, who lives among thofe who re- 
joice in his ficknefs, howl with defpair at 
his recovery, and whofe only hope of tran- 
quillity lies in their own death or in his/' 

The phyGcian having made this rempn- 

ftrance, took his leave. Zeluco remained 

. I mufing 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Z E L U C a i5y 

mvSng for a donfiderabledme afcer hi6 war 
gone } ^he refuU of iiia mfle^lions vwas a 
idieterdfUiQation to behave wkh more iadul*<i 
gence to his flaves, being alarmed by wbai 
was fuggeiledy and convinced that fuch 
condud in future was highly expedient for 
his own perfonal fecurity. Thofe refolutions 
were however very imperfedkly kept. In* 
deedi Zeluco had already given fo very bad 
an impreffion of his charader, that a much 
more thorough reformation muft have been 
continued a long time before it could an- 
fwer the purpofe of recovering the good 
opinion of the public. 

Perceiving, therefore, that all , iiwlmacy 
with hioi was rather avoicjcd, hc,gaveovejp 
every attempt of cultivating new ;acquaint*» 
aoce; and, as it freqi^entjy hatppens to 
tbofe who have. defery?41y , forfeiji^d«ith« 
^public efteem, he endeavoured to \ndett^ 
nify hlmfelffor the lofs of charadlerand 
the want of refp^dable fociety,. by an unr 
bounded indulgence in fenfual pleafure, 
and the company of a few dependants ; to 
which he added, the contemplation of ac- 

cumuliating 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



1^ z E L u c o: 

ciimuIatiDg wealth, which indeed w^s the 
ooly mental enjoyment he had, as well as 
the only caufe of his remaining out of En- 
rope J for, according to the cuftom of mo- 
ikey^makers, he had fet his heart on a par^ 
ticular fum, and was rcfolved not to quitthe 
fuperintendencc of his own affairs till he 
had acquired it, after which he propofed to 
pafs the reft of his life in uninterrupted en- 
joyment. 

In this manner, therefore, Zeluco fpent 
a few more miferaWe years in the Weft* 
Indies; miferable furely they muft have 
been, for what bodily gratifications, what 
accumulation of riches, could prevent that 
man from being wretched, whom no one 
approached that could avoid it, whom no 
one ferved but through fear, and who was 
coqfcious of being the objed of the hatred 
and execration of all who knew him ? 

Fatigued and jaded by a life of com- 
fortlefs voluptuoufnefs, and finding a fa* 
vourable opportunity of difpofing of an 
eftate he had purchafed to great advantage 
in the ifland . of Hifpaniola, as well as a 
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confiderable part of his eflate in Cub3» ^e, 
g^Qted a leafe of the remainders fettled 
his affairs^ Temitted his money to £ttrope» 
and prepared ta return to his fiative couaw 
try, in expedation that his wealth would 
procure him there that happinefs which 
he found it unable to produce in the Weft 
Indies. But before he finally left this part, 
of the world, he refolved to fettle an ac- 
count, whichf in his own Vengeful heart, 
he thought he juftly owed to kis neigh* 
hpuTi the Portuguefe merchant. 
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, C H AP- ^^' 

P^rj^dji and Revtvgf- . , , 

TN giving stn account of Zelueo's adven- 
ture wiiK the. Portuguefe merchant, it 
was reroarkedjj^ that he flipped out of his 
own houfe, and returned, unobferved by^ 
his wife, or any. other perfon. With like- 
caution, he ever after abftained from men- 
tioning what had happened. 

When it became publicly known that 
Zeluco had been ftabbed, the Portuguefe 
exprefled equal furprife, and rather more 
concern than other people, and was ex- 
ceedingly attentive in fending* meflages of 
enquiry about his health. 

One of Zeluco's flaves having run. away 
the fame evening on which his matter was 
ftabbed, it "was generjilly belieyed that this 
flave had done the deed; Zeluco himfelf 
encouraged that report, and for obvious 

reafons 
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reafons' difcouraged all purfuit or fearch 
for the fttgitiv^. He had no doubt, how* 
ever, that the real perpetrator of the fa<fl 
was the Portuguefe ; and ftrongly fufpeded 
that the wife was an accomplice. On his 
recovery, however, he thanked his Portu- 
guefe neighbour with the moft fatisfied air^ 
imagiiiable, for his obliging inquiries, and 
diefcantcd with every appearance of convic- 
tion on the treachery and ingratitude, of 
tjif fqgiti^ flavc who had fo bafcly at- 
tempted to murder hin^ 

Np man was ever more ready to foirgct a; 
good office done to him^ than Zeluco^ and 
none ever more tenacioufly remembered an 
injury : thcfe oppofite turns of difpofitioa 
generally go together* 

While Zeluco carefully concealed his fuf- 
picions within his own breaft, he deter- 
mined to a6t as if thefe fufpicions amount- 
ed to certainty, and to be fully reveng- 
ed of both the hufband and wife. He 
farw, however, that it behoved him to a(3: 
with great circumfpedron, and it was not 
eafy to /orm what he confidered as a fuit* 

able 
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able plan of revenge ; for whatever con- 
cern ihe Portuguefe had feemed to take in 
the health of Zeluco, he did not carry his 
difHtnulation the length of renewing their 
intimacy; his wife likewife obferved the 
utmoft referve towards Zeluco, giving him 
no opportunity of demanding an explana- 
tion of what was paft, or of renewing the 
intrigue. 

She had not proved with child during 
the firil two years of her marriage, but in 
the courfe of that in which her adventure 
vrith 2eluco took place (he bore a fon. 
Aa the hufband had been uncommonly, 
anxious to have children, his impatience 
on that head had made him almoft defpair 
of ever having any. His joy on the hap- 
py event was equal to his former uneaii- 
nefs, and his fbndnefs for his wife was re- 
doubled by his fatisfadion in being a fa- 
ther ; while the augmented attention which 
he paid her, joined to the natural affedioa 
fhe felt for her child, operated a iuvour- 
able alteration in her charad);er, and con- 
firmed her virtuous refolutions. 

Zeluco 
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-^ ZaSftlo ttiM^fttoodi with redoubled wrath 

i»il*di*Kgf^, fhat IW^ p€ap\e ht Aiof- 

«il'fy felted Kred with mutual confidence 

^laid in the haprpkft utiion ; fom^timfes Re 

'hid ^6e ttiortificatiDn of hearing:, them 

^t^tioldcf as^ a ftriking example of parental 

afi^ibn and conjugal felicity. He at 

4ifegtb founded his fcheme of revenge on 

a kiidwkdge of thefe circumftances, and 

^psfolred lo attack thdrr happinefs in its 

rfoiirce. 

']^f a few preieQts^ and the intenFentioa 
.^ h]fi i^aJ^, he gained the maid of the 
*^0ribi^^ae&> aod without exa^lly expla^^ 
iflg what his views were, he prevailed^ on 
lipr to be fuWervieiit to theitt. 
^ He was informed by the girl^ that the 
jf^rfe fomeiiines carried the child toafhady 
feat^ at a frndl drftaiicc frmn her mafltt:** 
houfej Zeluco pafTed that way o6e day, 
iwirtfl liftfknew of the Portugufife and hiS 
lady being dfbwhere; he exprefled the 
gt«jitdl joy at.tbe fight df the child, took 
h' in his arms, atrd fondled it with every 
Jippeataftce of the" tefidetdf affedion ; fie 
- ViHf.l. L ^ earntfftly 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



i6i Z E L U CO. -^ 

carneftly and repeatedly begged of the 
nurfe to be exceedingly careful of the fweet 
infant, prefcnted her with a purfc of gold 
as a reward for her paft care, and promifed 
her another in due time, provided (he per- 
fevered in her tpndernefs ; he earheftly eq- 
treated the woman not to mention what 
had paflfed to her mafter ; and .taking his 
leave with feeming reluctance, entreated 
her to return to the fame place with the 
child, as often as (he fhould know that her 
mafter was abfent, or engaged with com- 
pany. He had feveral interviews of the 
fame kind^ in the fame place, within the 
fpace of a month. 

Whatever refledlions occurred to the 
nurfe on thefe fecret vifits, and his extra- 
ordinary afFedion for the child, (he kepi 
a prudent filence, and hoarded them care- 
fully up within her breaft, as a precious 
fund to be expended among her particular 
friends and goflips on future occafions. 

Zeluco at length arranged matters fo 
that the lady and her maid approached the 
place while he was carefting the child ^ 

and 
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and as foon as he was fatisBed that they 
obferved him, he delivered the infant with 
precipitation into the nurfe & arms and re- 
tired. 

The lady, greatly furprifed at what (he 
had feen, queftioned the nurfe, who, with 
fomc hefitation (as the maid was prefent), 
told her all that pa(red> without fuppreff- 
ing a circumftance, except that of her 
having received the purfe. 

The lady was more and more at a lofs 
what conftrudion to put pn fo ftrange and 
unlooked-for an incident. — She afked the 
nurfe, ** Whether fhe had ever mentioned 
this matter to her matter ?" 

•^ No, never; I do aflure your lady- 
Ihip I never did,'* replied the nurfe with 
carneftnefs. 

" I do not know why you fhould not," 
faid the miftrefs, vwth aflFedled unconcern ; 
*' as there feems fomething a little extra- 
ordinary in this man's taking fo much 
notice of the child, I think it would be 
proper that my hufband (hould be informed 

ofit.'» 

La " Lord, 
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" Lor^, madam/' faid the maid» wltir 
was iaftru£ked to prevent this, ** tf the 
Hurfe Were to inform my mafter of all 
thofe who carefs and feem fond of the child, 
ihe could do nothing clfe ; — every mortal is 
ftruck with his beauty^ and Sigoor Zelttco, 
in admiring and careffing himy does no 
more than others. To mention him in 
particular to my mafter woald feem ex- 
ceedingly odd." The miftrefs feeming ftill 
to balance whether it would not be her 
fafeft courfe to acquaint her hufband ; — the 
maid continued, ** I will refer it to the 
«iurfc, if any body could ever look on the 
child without admiration." — The n-urfe 
declared, that nobody ever could. — ^** Only 
look at him yourfelf, madanv,*^ continued 
the maid ; *^ obfcrve how like an angel he 
fmiles. Can yOu be uneafy, or think it 
extraordinary, that aU the worM fhould 
admire and wifli to carefs fuch a delightful 
creature ?" 

The mQther, whofe eyes were fixed on 
the child duriflg this harangue^ thought, 
a^ fhe gazed, that the incident which had 

given 
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given Her ueeafinefs was kfs extraordinary 
tkAO ihe had at firft imagioed, and at length 
aliowod hcrfelf to believe, that it was very 
natural for Zeluco, or any other perfon^ to 
behave as he had done. 

Let thofe who are ready to accufe thia 
poor wotftan of cxceffive weaknefe, remem- 
ber that Ihe was a mother, and that the 
infant, though far from being handfome^ 
was her firft torn and only child. 

Yet a« {he is reprefented as not deficient 
in quickaefs of thought and ciearnefs of 
underftanding, flic may be thought to have 
aded iQconfiikntly with this charad:er, in 
attempting to conceal from her hufband 
what be was fo likely to come to the know- 
ledge of, from the babbling propenfity na- 
tural to nurfes and maids. If I am not 
miftakcn, however, the fex in general are 
apt to flirink from prefent incQnvenienceis^ 
even when fenlible that by encountering 
them they would obviate the rifk of future 
misfortunes. The lady was certain, that 
the knowledge of Zeluco's fecret vifits to 
the child would throw her hufband into 
L 3 immediate 
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immediate ill-humour, and awaken very 
difagreeable refledions in his mind. She 
flattered herfelf, that he crtight never hear 
a word of the matter, atid fhe could not 
bear to difturb the prefent calm to fecure 
herfelf from a future ftorm, which pof- 
fibly might never occur. In behaving as (he 
did in this particular, fhe will be kept in 
countenance by many who a6t on the fame 
principles in matters of far greater import- 
ance ; but (he feems to have been entirely 
forfaken by her natural fagacity, when (he 
anxioufly enjoined the nurfe and her own 
maid to conceal what had happened from 
her hufband. For it required but a fuper- 
ficial glance of their difpofitions to per- 
ceive, that this was giving them an ad- 
ditional incitement to reveal it. 

She was probably tempted to this incon- 
fiderate ftep, by the knowledge (he had, that- 
Zeluco was foon to return to Europe f and 
(he loft no time in perfuading her hufband 
to remove with his family to his houfe in 
towp, that Zeluco might not be tempted to 
(jeek another interview j and (he refolvcd 

tQ 
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te keep herfelf and the child fequeftered 
ft om any chance of meeting him before his 
departure from the iiland. 

ZeliKo being informed of thefe circirai- 
flaiKes by the maid^ who, on the pretence 
of fome necefiary arrangements, remained 
one day after the departure of her mafter 
and miftrefs ; he> in profecutipn of his bafe 
fcheroe, gave her a. letter, which he de- 
fired her to place in fuch a fituation as to 
be obferved by the former, and feem to 
have dropped from the latter. When the 
maid joined the family in town, Ihe exe- 
cuted thefe orders with but too much dex- 
terity. While fhe ftood behind her mif- 
trefs, who was writing, the hufband en* 
tcred the room a little abruptly, and told 
his wife that fomebody wiflied to fpeak to 
her in the parlour. She immediately lock- 
ed up her papers into a fmall writing defk, 
and withdrew. — As {he rofe, the maid 
took that opportunity of dropping the letter 
{he had received from Zeluco, beneath the 
feat her miftrefs was quitting, and imme- 
^diately followed her out of the room. The 
' ^ ' L 4 huiband 
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hufband picked up thp letter which was 
imfealed, ruippledi 4^re^ed to hi» wif^ 
and conceived in the following tormt } 

'^ It is impoffibte for mp, my dear^ft 
foul, to exprefs the happinefs 1 have €n^ 
joyed in feeing and careffing the fweet 
pledge of our mutual love; 1 (ball never 
forget your kind attention, in directing 
the nurfe to the fpot where I had that de- 
licious enjoyment. I muft, however, ac-» 
quiefcc in the prudence of your iktermina-* 
tion, to perfuade your tyrant to move for 
fbme time to hia bouf( i^ tpwn, 'where ga 
interview may be arranged with lefs dai^-^ 
gaf, and I (hall wait witU aa mtich pati-^r^ 
€m^ us I am able for that happy moment. ; 
*^ p. 5. I ^ntinue t6 difgwfc mf 
writing, and earncftly recommencj 
to you the fame precaution/* 
The ^ftonifhment and rage of the Por-^ 
tuguefe on reading this may be eafiet ima« 
gined than defcribed j feizing his wife*a 
writing-dc(k, which ftood upon a table, 
he carried it into his own apartment, and 
Ih^ie read oyer a^d ove? th? f^iftl fcroll 

which 
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^wliicli £llad hid heart with angniifb. Not- 
wihftikDding the difguife of the writing he 
eaiHy ^aAinguifhed it to be that of Zeluco, 

•^whiiii Ipft him no douht of his wife a 
ipfidelity. The firft violence of his wrath, 
afld ifldigngtioa might have proved fatal to 
h^t hi^4 it not beea damped and couqter^ 
aQ;ed> in fome meafure, by the grief and 
dqef^on he felt, that the child he fo dearly 
loved, and had been fo proud of, might not 
be his own, but the oflFspring of his de- 
tcfted enemy. 

The impreffion of forrow, from whatever 
cwfe it is derived, mollifies the violence of 
rage> and the conflict of thofe oppofite 
^^ptiments in the prefent inftance, repreffed 
a little the madnefs of the hulband's fury. 
However convinced he was of his wife's 
^uilt, he cpiild not be certain that the child 
y/sis not his own : and all his rage againfl: 
the mother could not unloofe the bonds of 
^.fFeftion which nature and the child's in-p 
fantine endearments had twined around hi$ 

hsmr 

Hearing 
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Hearing the voice of the nurfe and the 
maid in the paifage, he called them into 
his apaFtment, and fhutting the door, he, 
with as much ferenity as he could affume^ 
queftioned the nurfe, whether any man 
was in the ufe of accofling her at a parti« 
cular place which he named^ and of ca-» 
raffing the child. 

The woman denied that any fuch thing 
had ever happened. 

** Be fure, woman, that you fpeak truth/* 
fay the Portuguefc. 

** I would not depart from the truth,** 
faid the nurfe, *^ for all the gold in 
Mexico.'* 

The Portuguefe repeated the queftion; 
and the nurfe gave the fame anfwer. 

** Thou abominable wretch,** cried he, 
*' I have certain information of the con- 
trary; and nothing but an avowal of 
the truth fhall fave thee from punifhment 
here, and a long expiation in purgatory 
hereafter !" 

•• I have told the truth," faid the wo- 
man, hefitating with confcious falfehood. 
10 The 
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-The Portuguefe, with augmented rage 
and repeated threats, continued to queftioa 
her. 

She at length acknowledged, that Signor 
Zeluco had feveral times met her at the 
place he mentioned, and had (hewed great 
fondnefs for the child. 

^^ Wretch!'* cried the enraged Portu- 
guefe : ** Why did you deny this ?'' 

The nurfe was filent/ 

*' What harm did you imagine there 
was in that man's feeing and careffing the 
child ?" 

*' No harm in the wide world/' faid the 
nurfe, ** for if there had been any harm I 
fliould never have permitted it." 

*' Wherefore then did you conceal it 
from me ? and wherefore did you fo folemn- 
ly deny it juft now ?'* 

The confounded woman finding herfelf 
fo hard befet, and quite unable to extricate 
herfelf by prevarication, acknowledged, 
that fhe had concealed it from him at the 
requeft of her miftrefs. , 

I fufpedcd 
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** I fufpeiSked as much/' cried the l\nf- 
bahd. 

*' But my miftrefs," interrupted the 
maid, *' defired her to conceal it for no 
other reafon but naerely that your Honour 
might be faved the uneafmefs of hearing 
that another man was in the pra^^ice of 
carefling, and fhewing fuch paternal affec- 
tion to your child.*' 

The wrath of the Portuguefe, which 
had been for fome time glowing, was fo 
inftantaneoufly kindled by this fuggeftion, 
that he ftruck the maid 'an unmanly blow 
on the face, fo that the blood gufhed from 
her nofe and mouth, in which condition 
flie ran to her miftrefs, who was juft re- 
turned to her own apartment. 

The poor woman was exceedingly terri-^ 
fied at her hufband*s violence, and her fear 
was not diminiflied when Ihe underftood 
the caufe of it. She was now fenfible of 
her imprudence, in concealing from her 
hufband Zeluco's treacherous yifits to' her 
child, and in depending on the difcretioti 
.3 ov 
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or fidelity df ftn^ants. She knew nothing 
however of the letter, and imagined thai 
her hti&and's ilUbumour proceeded folely 
from his hearing of Zeluco's behaviour. 
She thought her bcft courfe was to explain 
the whole to him without farther delay. 

She flew into bis apartment, affured 
him that the information which difpleafed 
tim had given ft ill more vexation to her^ 
and that when the nurfe acquainted her 
with it, her own firft impulfe had bce» to 
mention it dire£tly to him ; that fhp fio- 
cerely repented her iiot having done fa, 
for ftie was now convinced that a virtuoua 
woraan fhould have no fecrets concealed 
from her hufbaod. 

The Portugjiefe, who had llftened hither- 
to with a ftern countenance, burft into a 
laugh, which forcing its way through fea- 
tures diftorted with anger, and the thoughts 
of vengeance, chilled hi^ wife with horror. 
She pfoceeded in a confufed manner to 
affisire him, that however improper it was 
not to acquaint him with what the nurfe 

told 
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told him, fiie had refrained for no other 
reafon than to fave him uneafinefs. 

** Your faithful confident and you ad- 
here I find to the fame ftory, atd are both 
equally tender of giving me uneafinefs," 
£add the Portugaefe, renevying his frightful 
laugh ; *' but be aflured, faithlcfs woman, 
that you fliall not deceive me twice, and 
that your punifhment, if poflible> fhall equal 
your guilt.'* 

** What guilt ? alas I I know no guilt,'* 
cried the trembling woman; " I am in- 
nocent as the babe newly born/' 

*' Before you have the effrontery to fpeak 
of innocence, you fhould learn to be more 
careful of your letters— look at this,'* cried 
he, holding the letter open before her eyes. 

" Holy Virgin V cried the ^ aftoniftied 
woman, as (he perufed the letter; " Inever 
faw this paper before,— it is a forgery of 
the villain's to deceive you, and ruin me.** 

•' How came this forgery of the villain^s 
to drop Qut of your pocket ?'* faid the huf- 
band. . ' 

'' It 
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** It ifTuredly dropped not cut of my 
pocket,'' replied fhe; ** for as I hope for 
mercy from Heaven I nerer law the paper 
before;; 

*' No, never ;* to be fure," faid the hirf- 
band) with a gl|aftly fneer ; ** You — you 
are innocent as the babe newly born.** 

" I am indeed/' exclaimed the wife; 
** and when you have patience and coolnefs 
to examine the whole matter, you will find 
fo." 

** What examination is neceflary ?*' cried 
he ; *^ what confirmation can be added to 
fuch a letter as this ?— this infallible evi* 
dcncc of your (hanpe !" 

** That letter is an evidence of nothing, 
but of the mean revenge of a difappointcd 
villain. I befeech you therefore,", added 
(he, laying hold of his arm ; " I earneftly 
befeech you, for the fake of your child, 

for your *' ** Think not/' interrupted 

he, (baking ofi^ her hand, '' to deceive me 
again; — ^be gone to your chamber, and 
repent, for be aflTured that I will have 

ample 
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ample rercngc" So ftying, he thmft her 
rudely out of the roora, add &ut the door 
iprith w>lence. She wa« put to bed, and 
paffed the reft of the day and the Whblc 
night in aaKiety and tenor. 
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Vt^fi ace Ufa t ions fef^m ^eSi m much^ hut 
from {omeJufiIc€ in them. 

AS foon as he wa$ alone, tlie hufband 
broke open hetwriting-deifk; but af- 
ter a very ftridl fcrutiny he found nothing 
to juftify the infinuations of the letter, ot 
in the fmalleft degree to confirm his fufpici* 
one: — ^^ But what confirmation is needed,'^ 
faid he, " of her criminal connexion with 
this man ? — ^why fliould he wiih to fee the 
child in a clandeftine manner ?•— why did 
fhe order the ourfe to conceal this from me? 
—And above all, this letter, in whkh he 
has in vain attempted to difguife his hand- 
writing, muf have fallen from her pocket ! 
' — ^01 her guilt is manifeft.'^ 

In refledions of this nature, and in form- 
ing plans of vengeance, the Portuguefe 
palTed as fleeplefs a bight as his lady. 

Vol. h M The 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



i8o^ Z E L U C O. 

The following day {he was fo ill that flic 
kept her bed ; the hufbaDd went not once 
to inquire for her, nor did he fend any 
meflage : he.aJib kept his ipajtmcnt, and 
was heard walking backwards and forwards 
with a harried pace the wfcole of that day.. 
The next forenoon the phyfician who had 
formerly attended Zeluco called accident* 
ally, atid l*a8 taken imntediatdy to iee 
the lady, one of the fervante having in- 
formed him fhe was indifpofed. 

As fhe had the greateft confidence in the 
Doctors good fenfe and prudence, and 
knew alfo that her hulband had a very high 
opinion of him, flie informed him of the 
true caufe of her illnefs ; Zeluco's vifits td 
the child; her own ifiiprudenCe in ordering 
the nurfe to conceal them ; of his hearifag 
of them, his jealoufy thereupon, and of the 
Jlorrid anonymous letter. 

The firft thing that ftruck the phyfician 
in her narrative was, that no motive was 
affigned for the bafe fcheme the lady imr 
puted to Zeluco : he hinted this to her. 

13 She 
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Sbc faid, it i]9ufl: have proceeded from 
the natural malice of the man'« wicked, 
faeaft; flae knew of no other ijaotive., 

Tb6 ph^liciaQ obferved^ t^t it waa 
hardly credible that any maa would forok 
(ueh a ihockinglcheme without fome more 
partiwilajF c^ufe. 

The lady: perceiyidDg the force of this re- 
marks thought herfelf obliged to mention 
ber 6i:ft connej^ion with Zeluco; although 
that was a fubjedi on which ^llie, never 
tJwMgM wijthpyt pain. She could not help 
|ioweYer;giviflg a? fjtvpurable a glofs to her 
fbry as poifible^ by declaring^ that ZelucQ 
had formerly had the infoleace to make 
love tp'her; that no woman was fafe from 
an infult of thia nature ; yet,r» as it is gene- 
rally imagined tha]t men feldpm naake fuch 
declarations but where th^ |iave reafon to 
liope they will bp well received, fhe had 
naturally wifhed to conceal this incident, 
though fhe had heard his wicked propofal 
with equal furprife and horror ; and had, 
in confeqijence of his pcrfevering, been 
obliged to acquaint her hulband j and, fi- 
M 2 aally. 
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11J1II7, fhe now fufpcded that the pride of 
the man, hurt hy her refiftance, fo different 
from what he was accuftomed to,' had , 
f rdtopted him to this diabolical fcheme on 
purpofe to ruin her. - 

• It is evident that in this narrative the 
lady did not adhere exadlly to the truth,- 
but thouglfit proper to fintthecircumftance 
of her having at firft agreed ta meet 2eluco. 
if all thofe^ forigive her for. ttiis part of^ Ker 
condudf, V^ioV in relating hds ih "whicK 
tiienifelyes are concerned-, are apt to leavtf 
6ut what makes againft item, and put m 
the moft cofafpicuous point of view whatever 
is in thVir favour, it is to be prefumed, 
that the Portuguefe lady will not be ceri' 
fured by a vaft number of our readers. 

The Phyfician, it is probable, made al- 
lowance for i bias lb very general among 
men, and from which the fair fcx tbem- 
felves are not entirely free. 

After inquiring very minutely into every 
circumftance, his fufpicion fixed ftrongly 
on the maid as an agent of Zeluco's. Gn 
his hinting this to the lady, fiie declared, 

that 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Z E L U C O. iBj 

thati^f all her family this girl was the laft 
flje could fufped j becaufe ihe had always 
difplayed the mod unbounded attachment 
to herfelf, and often exprefled, particularly 
of late, an averfion to Zeluco. 

This did not weaken the Phyfician's fuf- 
picions. ** Poor girl/^ cohtinued the raif- 
trefs, ** flie is of a delicate conftitution, and 
fubjeft.to hyfterical fits ; fhe was much ter- 
rified by my hufband*s treatment qf herfelf, 
|)\it ftill more on feeing me fo ill. I hap* 
pened to (ay, that I feared it would kill me ; 
on which flie was feized with a violent 
tremblipg, and has kept her bed ever fince.'* 

The Phyfician afked, whether the lady 
had ever intrufted this maid, who feemed 
to be a great fivourite, with any fecre; 
which it would give her uneafinefs to have 
revealed. 

The lady anfwered, with fome w^rn^th, 
that fhe had no fuch fecret ; that fhe cared 
not if all the a<f;iions of her life were made 
public; that fhe defied the power of malice j 
-— ^nd thus fhe ran on with a zeal and flu- 
ency ijAtural to people who are endeavouring 
M 3 to 
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to juftifjT themfelves, and are confciisiiis of 
not being entii-ely innocent; (kt concluded 
by aflef ting, that there was no patt of hfer 
condu£k flie wifhed hid jfrom the world. 

The Phyfician having waited till, being 
out of breath, fhe ftopt, he then calmly ob- 
ferved, that his queftion was hot of fo ex- 
tenfive a nature as fhe feemed to imagine j 
that he was not fo impertinent as to inquire 
whether fhe had ever done what fhe wifhed 
to conceal from the world, but only whether 
her maid was acquainted with any thing of 
that nature. 

** Certainly not," faid the lady ; " fince 
I am not myfelf confcious of any fuch fe- 
cret) how is it poflible that my maid could 
be acquainted with it?'*—" I admire the 
acutcnefs and logical precifion with which 
you reafon, Madam,*' faid the Dodor ; " but 
1 fhould be glad to know, whether this naaid 
was in your fervice at the time you men- 
tion when Signor Zeluco paid his addfeffes 
to you/' 

*' If fhe had, fhe could have known 
nothing of that nature," faid fhe. " Cer- 

tainly 
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teiply 190C ^*id tjie Doapri ^M^it I vwfli 
to know the fa^, Wafi (he or was fte not?'* 
** She was not," anfwere^ the la^y. " So 
mucb the better," refui^ed the Dodon 
** I afk pardon, Madam, for being fo in- 
ijuifitive ; httt I thought it of iinpprtance 
to have this point cleared up before I yifit 
Jthe maid, which I now mean to <lo with a 
'v^pw to difcover, if poiEhle, by whofe 
means the letter was thrown in your huf- 
J^d's way ; if that can be traced to the 
perfon you-Mpc^^ your juftificalion fol- 
lows of courfe/' 

So faying he jeft <he lady, and was con- 
duced into the maid's chasiirb^r, and left 
ymth hst alQoe.. The maid immediately 
inquired how hei; miftrefc was? 

**^your miflrcfs is very iH indeed," re- 
plied the phyfician, booking at her with a 
'^enetraiirig eye ; •* fome monger of wic- 
kcdnefs has heen bribed to ruin that worthy 
1*roman : you 'know of the forged letter 
which was thrown in your mafter -a way— 
'00 you pot?'* 

M 4 •• I have 
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*M hate heard <Df fuch a thing," faM ihi 
nuid, changing coloun ' . • 

T f^ Have you any notion who has been 
gtkiky of fuch a perfidious action K' faid the 
phyficiaii, ftill fixing her. 
*• ** Lord, Sir! how can I have any no-- 
tioil ?•' replied the maid. * 

'* *• Could you have believed/' refumed 
the DoiStor, ** that fuch a viper crawled 
up^n the earth ?'' 

•* 1 could hardly have thought it," re- 
plied the maid, with a languid voice. 

** Do you not think that the vengeance 
of Heaven will purfue the vile wretch ?** 
faid the phyfician. 

*• Perhapsy^^f will repent before flie dies.^' 
faid the maid, trembling. ^ 

*\ SbeP^ repeated the phyfician—-^' how 
' do you know (he is a woman r\ 

** Me ! — I, — I know nothing; — no, no- 
thing in the leaft," faid the maid, in c6n- 
fufion ; " only if Ihe is a woman, I hope 
flic will repent before (he dies." 

** if (he is a woman," cried the phy^- 

cian, '^ (he is a difgrace to her fex, and the 

' * vengeance 
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f (Higeance of Heaven will Qvertake her ia 
this life, and hell awaits her in the ncxti 
unlefs ihe confefles her crime, and prevents 
the ruin of an innocent . lady : — But hoof 
are you yourfelf ? you feem very ill/' 

*' I. am indeed: not well," replied the 
maid. The phyfician, feeling her pulfet 
cried with a voice of furprife, " Good God, 
you are very ill indeed ; — let me fee your 
tongue. — Gracious Heaven ! what is this | 
—why, I had no idea of your being in thij 
way/* 

** O, dear doGtOTj' cried the maid, **do 
not frighten me ; you do not imagine I am 
in danger of tlying/' 

*' Danger!" faid thedodor; ** yes, af- 
furedly : yet, perhaps,— at leaft, I hope 
you ftill may recover ; — that is, provided 
you — in fhort I will do all I can for you ; 
—but if you have any fpiritual or worldly 
affairs to fettle, you had befl: fet about it 
direaiy/' ' 

The DoiSor having ordered her fomc 
medidnes, went into the apartment of the 
Portuguefe, whom he found alone and in a 

very 
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*cry gloomy mood. He cxpreffed fatif- 
faCHon* however, at fccirig the phjrficiao, 
who immediately told him that his kdy 
liad iilformed l^ln of what ha<l happeqed. 
*' Her afforance muft equal her guilti'* 
tried the Portuguefe, *' to enable her to 
naentioA it.'* He then poured out a torrent 
of ahufe againft his wife. The phyfician 
did not think proper to interrupt him; 
Wt when he had done, he coolly aiked 
what proofs he had of her guilt i 

The Portuguefe enumerated the ci return- 
fiances of Zeluco's behaviour towards *the 
child, his wife's having inftrudfced the nurfe 
and maid to conceal it, and tlien {hewe4 
him the letter. 

The phyfician, having heard him p^ 
ifiently) endeavour^ to make hiin fepfibk 
*that all thefe cireumftances weife not fu^ 
tient to juftify the infcrecKres whiqh ii^ 
•drew againft a lady who bad always be- 
haved with aflfedion to him, and the great- 
oeft rtenderlKA t© hk child. " Beiides,'* 
added he^ *' thefe eircumftances, Inconclu- 
ftveaatbey ftro, Ipfe qauch of thur weighty 

. ' ^ ' if 
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if they can all t* a<Jcdutttc<i for on ^hc 
very pix^baWe fuppofitioo of thar tang 
contrived fey an enemy " 
' ** Tlie letter!— the letter!"— cried the 
l^ortuguefe: *' Well/* faid the Dodor, ** the 
letter is of a piece with the clan4eftinc vl- 
fits; it was no drfficnlt matter to bribe 
fome perfom to throw a ktter in your way 
in fach a manner as that it would appear . 
to have dropt from your lady. Recollefl: 
If there was any perfon in the room with 
her immediately before you obferved the 
letter/* 

** Nobody but her own confidential 
maid,*' faid the hufband. 

** And if an enemy had formed the 
fcheme of ruining you both in this inanner, 
\;^ho would he think of feducing as an af* 
iiftant fo likely as the domeftic who attended 
her perfon.— Confider alfo," continued the 
Dodor, " how very improbable it is that 
fhe would keep fuch a letter in her pocket.'* 

** If guilty people were always cautious^ 
they would not be fo often detedlcd as they 
are,'* faid the Portuguefe, 

•* But 
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*' But is it not natural to think/' re? 
joined the Doftor, •' that the fame want of 
caution which made her wear a letter of 
this importance carelefsly in her pocket, 
would have appeared when you examinee} 
her papers ? Did you find among thism any 
other letters to the fame purpofe with this ?'* 

He anfwered> that he had not. ; ; 

•* This, therefore, is a fair prcfi^mption,** 
faid the Dodor, *^ that there never waB 
any ; that the letter you found was pirt- 
pofely thrown in your way by the direftioa 
of fome perfon equally the enemy of you 
and your lady/' 
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CHAP. XXI. ^ 

Comfoftaffk Hints tomiirried Men, . • 

l^HILE ;they Were cdnverfingt dic^ 
> Cspodun^ who had ftttcnded Haona 
Uk his dying momeatSt was imroduqsd«^ 
This Tpn^ahl^. perfoa was fpiritual dir^<^ 
tor Xfi all th^ Chriftians whit;e and black in. 
the family. , The Portuguefe in^medi^tely 
prdered, . as was his cuftom, fome cold 
visuals and a large flaik of wine to be fet 
before the Father, who had only time to 
drink a few glaffes when a meflage came 
from the fick maid, who earneftly wiflied 
to fee him. He was rifing with reludance 
from his repaft, when the Phyfician begged 
his delay for a moment ; and taking the 
Portuguefe to a corner of the room, he, in 
a few words, explained his intention, which 
the other j on whom the Dodor's arguments 
had already made fome impreffion, having 
approved, they turned to the Father, who 

in 
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in this interval had finifhed his flafk of 
^ine. The Dodor then informed him, that 
a very unfortunate affair had happened ill 
v^hich he might be of fervice ; that in fliort 
a difcovery had been made, that the lady of 
thehoufe had been pafaithful to her huf- 
band^ as veas proved by a letter from^ her 
Ibver, which (he had^ dro|^; that a plail 
tras already formed iot punifliing her in 
an exemplary manner ; that in |he mteatiJ 
time {he viras kept in confinement till en*'' 
deavours were made to difcover thofe whd 
had affifted in carrying on the cortefjpond-* 
ence with her lover, as there was reafon to* 
think ihe had been affifted by fome perfoii 
in the family. 

The Capuchin, who was a little warmed 
with wine, and who valued himfelf greatly 
on his eloquence, and on the happy talent 
he thought he pofie^ed of confoling the 
ttSLiQi^d^ could QOt allow fo fair an occaOoqi 
of difplaying it to flip unimproved ; ad«^ 
dreffing himfelf, therefore, to the Pgrtu* 
guefe, he expreffed his concern for the 
mi^ortune which had happened to him^ 

obferviog 
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dUervmg at th« fame .time, tUajt however, 
painful it might be, his . cisife was by aqt 
means uncommon ; for that a large pr^ppr* 
xtQtk. oi hi&m^ laI»Qure4 under the fiimc 
<;^lai3ttifcy4 •* Not," continued he, ** that 
I. a)eati to infinuale tfa^t ai>j auoi^ber Witi^ 
in the CaxBfi predicami^at renders yaii» ^JF* 
iW^tby ftk«d, lefs a cncfc^ld than, if you) 
iwre th^ oply one ypoDeartfeb I. only; 
mention diia QircumiiafK;C|becaiiie, al^hoiMglv 
Qot much ta.the honpur of imman mjtlir?^ 
yet there is reafon to thmk that mankind 
in general derive confplation from, the 
thoughts of others being in the fame dif-^ 
^reeable fituation with themfelvcs. I.there- 
fore afliirc you, that even among my ac^ 
quaintanee there are many, fome of. them 
very refpeftable gentlemen, to whom tbe 
fame accident has happened that there is 
fo much reafon to think has befall tin you, 
notwithftanding which they live as eafy 
and comfortably as they did before ; this 
depends entirely on. people's way of think-? 
ing. Things of this kind are undoubted- 
ly rather unpleafant at firft j but when we 

arc 
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are accuftdme4 to thes!, they 'glv« %i€e 
m no uaeaiinefs ; for habit . recoocUet M^ 
to aijj thing.*' 

{ The Capuchin was a man of influence ia 
the ifland; and thePortuguefe^whohadbeei^, 
aklwugh unjufUy, accufed of Judaifm^ had: 
more reafons than one for wiihing to-k^ef)! 
OB good terms with him ; yet he could oii* 
help betraying his impatience at the rete*r 
rend Father's mann« of comforting l»m;l 
hy a moft agonizing contortion of oounte** 
nan<:e at the lad obfervationi whidi'tfae 
other obferving, he added, " I percave^'^ 
Sir, that you do not bear this difpenfittton 
with the refignation you ought -, I lAvA % 
fherefbre defire that you will keep in your ^": 
remembrance, that it has been undoubtedly;^ 
permitted for fome wife purpofe^ ft i^iU* 
thc^refbre be as impious as unayailtag for^. 
you to murmur, for what has happenol^ 
admits of no remedy. Now that the thii^- 
is done, it cannot be undone, at leaft I 
never yet heard of any method by which ' 
ia man can be unquckolded : this, my va^-; 
luable friend, is the peculiar cruelty of yonr 

cafe } 
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cafe; tdother ptrfoa commits the crimet 
9Lnd fou wbo are innocent fuffer ihe ihame;. 
And what is ftill more vexatious, although 
one wicked woman can place her hufband 
10 this opprobrious ftate, all the virtuous 
women on earth cannot take him out of it. 

I b^you will farther obferve ** Here 

tlEJT eloquent Father was interrupted in the 
mkldie of his harangue by another meflage 
fr^mi the maid; and was with fome diffi- 
culty, jare vailed on by the iPhyiictan to go 
direfUyt without waiting to finifh his dif- 
coiif^:. 

When he was gone the JPhyfician rc- 
tOMskcd to the Portuguefci that in the pre^ 
fait ftate of the maid's mind (he would 
probably confefs every thing (he knew to 
tile Father, and w^s impatient to fee him 
for that tery purpofe ; that although the 
CafHicbiti was bound not to mention what 
^Z9 revealed to him in confeffion, yet there • 
Would be no great difficulty in gathering 
fr^him^ particularly in his prefent trim, 
the import of all the maid ftiould fty, 

Vou I. N without 
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without his intending tcv inform tbfm of a 

tittle. 

The Phyfician was right in 'his conjec- 
ture. The maid, terrified with the idea of 
immediate death, made a confcffion of her 
fins to the prieft, and particularly acknow- 
ledged that fhe had been prevailed on by 
Zeluco's valet, to throw under the chaif df 
her miftrefs a paper which he gave her, an8 
.which fhe now, to her great affliftion, tin- 
derftood had produced the moft mifchievbus 
confequences to her miftrefs 5 but the im- 
port of which fhe did not fully underftand 
at the time ; otherwife, fhe added, in alle- 
viation of her condufk, fhe would not have 
l)een accefTary to fo great a crime. 

The Prieft, although oot the cleareft- 
headed of his profeffion, had underflaad- 
ing enough to tell her, that the bejft repara- 
tion fhe could m^ke was by a full avbyal C(f 
this to her mafter, and he refufed tp . give 
her ablblutipn on any other conditions. .Op 
thq RiaidV confenting to this, thp Father 
returned to the Portuguefe, whom he found 

in 
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In his apartment with the Do^or ; and ad- 
dreffiftg himfelf t6 the former, he begged 
tiiat he would attend him to the inaid, who 
had fomething of the iaft importance to 
communicate. 

They went acconlingly, aecompanieci by 
tile Phyfitian* The maid, with a flood of 
«aw, and the moft earned fuppllcatioos to 
h«: niafler for his forgivenefs, made an 
avowal t>f what fhe had told the Prieft; 
<Jotifeffing at the fame time, that flie had 
f^revented her miftlrefs from informing him 
of Zeluco's interviews with the child, which 
was her intention the moment fhe was in* 
formed of them ; and this the maid owned 
ihe had done at the defire of the fame valet 
who had given her the paper. 

The Portuguefe with difficulty reftrain- 
ed his indignation againft the woman ; at 
length, however, he was prevailed on to 
fay he forgave her, and immediately de- 
fired to fee the nurfe. When fhe appeared, 
he afked in what manner his wife had ex- 
prefTed herfclf when firfl flie was infornied 
of Zeluco's behaviour to the child. The 
N 2 nurfe 
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nurfe naturally, and without hefitation, de^ 
dared, that her mifttefs had infifted on her 
hufband's being informed diredly, but wa^ 
perfuaded from that meafure by the maid. 

After a few more queftions, being fully 
convinced pf his wife's innocence, he re- 
paired along with the Prieft and the. Fhy* 
fician to the apartment in which (he waa 
^nfincdjTT-apolpgized in the moft earn^ 
maQner for the .ill-treatment (he had ie- 
^eived y begged her forgivenefs 
picioi)8 he had harboured ; (i 
perfefl: cpnfidence in her virtiie 
added, it (hould never again 
power of villany or malice to (hai^c* 
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CHAP. XXII. 



-He 



Compounds for fins he was inclin'd to, 
'{• liy damning tbofe he bad no mind t9« 
; ,r Butler. 

np H E lady behaved with the utmoft 
propriety on the occafion ; throwing 
the whole blame on the villain who had 
^bve fuch an artful net of circumftances 
Is diight have caught the belief of the leaft 
ifiiipicious of hu&ands. 

" Dearly fliall he pay for his villany,** 
faid the Portuguefe. 

** Leave him to the torments of his own 
confcience,'* rejoined his wife. 

" In cafe his confcience fhould not tor- 
ment him fuiEciently/* faid the Father, *' the 
deficiency will be amply made up to him 
before he gets out of purgatory.** 

The Phyfitian then drew the Father out 

of the room, thinking the hufband and 

wife would complete their reconciliation iri 

N 3 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



I9a Z E L U C Q. 

the moil fatisfadory manner by themfelvcs. 
He told them, however, as he retired, . 
that he would have the pleafure of dining 
with them, and then walked with the Prieft 
into the garden, where he remained till 
dinner was announced. 

His view in remaining was to endeavour 
to turn the Portuguefe from thoughts of 
revenge, which he fufpefted to be blooding 
in his breaft. 

^ Being left alone with him after they had 
dined, he obferved, that however ftrongly 
he was convinced of Zeluco's being the 
writer of the letter, yet as he had had the 
precaution to difguife his hand- writing, it 
wound be fruitlefs to found any legal pro- 
fccution upon that circumftance. 

*' I defpife all legal profecution," crie4 
the Portuguefe ; " but I will find means 
of doing myfelf juftice without any fuch 
tedldus and uncertain procefs/' The Phy- 
fician apprehending th^t hq meant to cfaal«* 
lenge.him^ reprefented that as a mod ab- 
furd and uncertain method of repairing an 
ipjuryj and the Portuguefe^ who had no 

fuch 
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fhchphninhirh^k^, liftened calmly p^ hil 
arguihentt, and at length fecmid to be ccm^ 
viiiced by their force, on purpofc to de- 
ceive the Phyfician, aod prevent his fuf- 
peding the real defign he had id view. 

In a fhort time Zeluco was informed 
thit the bafe train he had laid for the ruin 
of the Portuguefe aftd his lady, with every 
circumftance of hi« perfidious condud, was 
difcove^ed by the hufbandj and although 
^he particular caufe of their mifunderftand- 
ing was not publicly known, yet he was 
told that it had been whifpered about, that 
he was hurrying out of the ifland to avoid 
the irefentment of the merchant. 

This rumour determined him to poftpone 
his voyage for fome time, that he might 
gfve his enemy an opportunity of calling 
him to the field if hechofeit; or in cafe 
he did not, that the world might be Con- 
vdnced that Zeluco himfelf was not afraid 
to give him that fpecies of fatisfadion. 

It appears in the courft of this narrative 

that Zeluco, however defedive he ;was in 

other vintics> poflfcffed a confideraMe fharc 

N4 of 
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afiSMi(ldutionai,ininD^ityj; .inithsTtatifrl 

<^eher tham-bnie \ciotiftcd ^ptwfuriftfei^i^ 
dft«nguifking himieff.ljy' tt ''dtjcl ? "-atitf 
tHmiigli the whole of hU life 'iiaitiewed? 
tliat whatever injuftlce or wickedfteid he 
was tempted to commit, he had alfo'lijf- 
fklcnt firtotiefs to juftify, if Bfe ^hb^ht 
fliat ' mcafure expedient ; or to" frght^^aiiy 
perfotf t/^Tho accufed him when ^fe ^litibgHif 
proper to* denjr it. 'Cdurage wig indeed 
tTitf fole ttrtue he admired in ofbers, an?d 
tM'oti)y one he poffcffcd himfclf. It hti 
Been often faid, that cowardi- -only- 4k« 
cnMl; but abbough^it is natural fo^hinl^ 
irifd^ ebferyatiftn will juftify the opinitiA; 
ttellhey 4re> rtiore apt to befothan tho 
intrepid ; yet there are but too m^ny. p»q6& 
ffaatl onrt>f.the moft refpe<P:ableaQd b^xlli|tnf 
qUalitiea whkh can adorn th9.cl)ara(te;ri$>f 
xhw3i^i^ fometioncs un^ed |o,tb§ ipoft odioiis 
that caix difgracp humanity, and that cowt 
lag^eis not ipcpmpatible with cruelty. ,; 

- Of thi^Zehioo w^^ ^ ftnkiDg;atcampl6; 
Send the ikt»#*pfi^n ^bo with Imbd rtfitit 
i^A'.Ln:^'^ , had 
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h^i^iadiited the^g^ opknoo (^ Jtnrp 
tifttietts.^tndy «mI4 iiot brook tQih»vj^.il^ 

ljj^raa0[t^e^was cpafcious ofhs^ving ipjufedf 
oj[.t)jatjh(j would niake any applogy tq^hioi^. 
^atber^^^at^.run the rifk of injuring hin^ i^, 
a more violent manner. 

ir^Io.tlie meantime the fufpician;} of tb)^^ 
^^yfic^a w^rq not intirdy reoLQved ^y xhe 
f^OHMaticniof tbePortuguefe. Not^tth,^, 
%a^i^'^g4hc lattera declining to feeL4<gaL 
f^^fhofl^qurahle redrefs from Zeluco^- the 
^^ff^^ perceived &>metfaing in his ^an^tupr^ 
^ichitgav^ him the impreffion that the 
][^ttig»efe meditated a lef^ jufiifiable mei^ 
(«m tbftn either; his beqevoleaiee i^pli^ 
bim to prevent what his fagacity and kn^wf^ 
kdgejof the man's charadber led him tii 
fofped/ His fufpicion v^as copfiro^ed a 
' ^ery* fliort; time after by the merchant's 
#ifeS< who* u^der pretence of being !in<tif« 
poled^ fent him a very urgent meffage to 
come and' fee her,-r-With perturbation of 
miqdiflietold bitti,. Tbat ibe b^d reafqn to 
ixc^ tbat her buiband bad farmed ^ viery 
l::d , criminal 
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crimioal proje^ of-beiog revenged on Ze^ 
Joco, and watched an opportunity of put- 
ting it in execution. She was prompted 
to this ftep by no regard for Zeluco, but 
from a horror at the intended decdf and 
from anxiety for her hufband ; — adding, 
that ftie was afraid' of difplaying much 
concern, partly becaufe {he did not vrifh 
that he fhould know of her being fufpicious 
of what he intended, and partly that fhe 
might not awaken the jealous difpofitioniiof 
her hufband ;— with tears in her eyes, there- 
fore, &e entreated the Do£fcor to exert all 
kis influence to turn her hufband frocb foch 
an unjuflifiable defign; or if he failed, td 
ufe fuch means as his own prudence could 
fliggeft to render it ineffedual. 

The good Dodior applauded her condu£t, 
and feized the earlieft proper opportunity 
of renewing the fubje(3:, which he had once 
before touched on to the Portuguefe ; add- 
ing, That he fearied he flill harboured vin* 
di^aive intentions againft Zeluco ; repre- 
fenting the danger of fuch a fcheme ; that 
however cautionfly it might be executed, 

he 
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]]^ \rould ififaUiblj be coniidered astha 
pgrpetratoi:. !* I kaow no other reafod 
wbu^ you ^»Q have for fufpeding that I 
harbour fuch inteations," iaid the Porta** 
guefe^ " but your thinking it impoffible, af* 
t€r what you know of this man's behaviour^ 
that it (hould be otherwife.'' 

^* You arc miftaken," replied the Phyfi- 
cian i ** I think it ought to be otherwife ; 
and this is not my reafon for harbouring 
fofpicionsv" 

" I do not tell you/* laid the Portuguefei 
" that your fufpicibns are well or ill founds 
ed ; but could you be furprifed if it were 
as you fufpe£t ?" 

** Nor fhall I be furprifed/' rejoined the 
Doctor, *^ if you are convided and executed 
for gratifying your revenge in fuch an un- 
juftifiable manner. Come, come, Sir," added 
he, ** allow yourfelf to be guided by reafon, 
and not impelled by paffion in this matter : 
confider what a dreadful iituation your 
wife and child will be in, Ihould any 
misfortune befall you in copfequence of^ 
fuch an attempt. The wifeftplan you can 

follow. 
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i^\pyr^ Jit^ this mi^ Js .onTtfce^ paint of 

l49^y^«jtiie iiland, is to let > faifl^ goT^ in: 

%fetjr>, find it is prohabk you will n^vpt 

fee. h^m more,** — Here the Porluguefig 

fliook his head. — *' Then, Sir," refquk^d 

the Dodor, *V your next beft meefure is 

to challenge him honourably."—*^ What 

a man who has aded ibpeifi* 

exped that he is to be fo c^alt 

d the Portuguefe. " None/' ^5^ 

Dodor; " but werfe I in.jropf 

place^ I fliould be more folicitous ahput 

\^hat was reputable for royfelf, than about 

w^t' my enemy had a right to exped. | 

only hinted this as being of two evils th^ 

l^klVV and the heft argument that can W 

ma'de nfe pf to one who.defpifes the ChrilHaq 

religion. 

■(' . • 'i 

*^ Ida not underftand you I what do you 

mean?" faid the Portuguefe.. ** Why that 
you are in that prcdicamcijt,*' anfwered tb4 
Phyfician. . , . 

** WholIdefpifetheChriftiaprpligioitr 
cried the Portqguefe, in terror and. aftiaze- 
mjjnt. 

** You 
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\ <«^Yqu .feemmt leaft ta defpife ctne' of>4fi 
im)ft«n|»rtailt precepts*? ' < iaid the ?hyfti 
mxi^r ^* from wiiich h may nartfralljr be 
OtDftid^ed,' that yoa have no great refpe<fi 
fisr the reft/' 

' ^ ' I do not comprehend what you meari,** 
tfejblhed' the Pbrtuguefe. 

^*^ ^STet I have expreffed my 'meaning very 
tihdifily,*'' faid the PhyficUn ; ** I really (lo 
irft tlSink you can with proprietybe called 
i^Chrlftian." - . . 7 

''"** ^efus Maria!" exclaimed the Portu- 
cueie, ** you fill me with horror! /Why- 
Sif,"t take the Holy Trinity,' JlAeBle^^ 
virgin, with St* Jofeph hef, hufj^and, S^# 
Tames, and all the hod of heaven to wit? 
nets, that I attend mafs regularly, and have 
always from my infancy believed in every 
irtilcfe of faith which our holy Mother 
CSiiirdh requires J and I am ready to believe 
tfirice lis. mdch v^henever (he is pleafed to 
exad it ; if this is not being a Chriftian, I 
ihcailidb be giad to kno^ what is." 

H t-fayi my good friend,** relutnid the 
Phyfician, "' it is a matter of indifferdttce 

to 
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to me what you do or do not believe ; I am 
not, I tbaak God, your or. any man's fa* 
tjber coofcflbr : but if you underibod the 
^rit of the Chriftian religion half as 
well as you believe what the Church ex- 
ads, you will find that your attending 
mafs, and all your faith into the bar* 
gain, will not make you a Chriftian, while 
you indulge fuch a violent fpirit of revenge/' 

'' As for that/' replied the Portuguefe, 
** neither the Church nor the Chriftian re- 
ligion have any thing to do with it j that 
is ray afFair, and depends on my private 
feelings ; and it is impoftible for me ever tQ 
forgive a villain who attempted to injure me/' 

^* It is becaufe he attempted to injure 
you, that it is in your power as a man, 
and your duty as a Chriftian, to forgive 
• him. Had he never injure^ you, nor even 
attempted it," continued the Dodor, ** it 
^Vould indeed be impoftible fttr you td have 
the merit of forgiving him/' * 

It' will naturally be imagined, from the 
vindidive character of this Portuguefe, that 
he was a hypocrite, and prettndedto'more 

faith 
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faAtkAhm he. really bad ; .bat this wa^ not 
tbe cafi^t It never had occurred to hid 
siuid that there could be any doubt of the 
truth erf thofe tenets in which his father 
apd mother had intruded him> and which 
lie heard veaerable^looking men in iacred 
hsidis proclaim from all the pulpits of 
iifbon. He was decidedly of opinion, 
that none but monft^ of wickednefs,. who 
ought to be burnt in this world by way of , 
{sreparing them for the next, could harbour 
^y doubts on fuch important points ; he 
had indeed occafionally heard it hinted^ 
that fome of thofe dodrines were incom- 
prehenfible, and others contradidory j but 
this did not convey to his judgment any 
, reafoa for doubting of their truth. He ne- 
ver omitted, therefore, any of the ceremo- 
nies prefcribed by the Church : he confefTed 
Iris fins regularly, performed penance faith- 
fully, would not eat a morfel of meat on a 
f f idky oo any confideration ; and with the 
pofi! pimfi^al perfeverance repeated daily 
b^ P^tcv Nofter, Ave Maria, and Credoi to 
:!;.-*t4 tlie 
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die Ijft^boid of hk IUfii»7. A'pctfim 
«iiotliocfehc that the Wholes Obiftianitf 
feofliifled id fhfcfe aod other cercinoftie^, 
erald nol Tiut be Tnrprifed and fhocked to 
Bear his claim to the name of a Chriftiad: 
difputed* As^ to that thirft for revenge oft 
every real or imaginary injury, which he 
had indulged from his childhood, andf focbe 
other culpable propenfities to which he wa$ 
iddiSed, he confidered all of thefe as ve^ 
nial foibles, which were more than^expi^ 
ated by his obfcdience td Mother Church m' 
more fcffential pbitftS; and when hiS iif- 
dbiging' in thofc culpable praQices \it 
which he was by temper or conftitiitiort 
pronc^ came in qucftion, he fhruggcd his' 
fliouldcrs, and faid, ^^ Well, 1 thaiik Godt^ 
they arc neither herefy iio'r fchifm.** 

TheThyfieian, however, eftdeavourl^i to 
give him a different notion of fhefe matteirVr 
founding mbft of his arguments on pa0agei 
of a fermon to be found in t^e gof[ter oC 
Sr. Matthew; for this happciied to be <^ 
Phyucian who fomctimes read the Bib^ ; 

there 
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t}&QilgJu.xbe paflage^ in qntftionh of 4 very^ 
fiogular nature }^ and as they were plaio 
;md intelUgtblet and contained nothings 
i)|yrileriau&9 be could hardly believe that 
t^y wcte quite orthodox ; befidesj he waa^ 
;^.good deal fj^rprifed that certain articles 
V^hilch. be Jthought of great importapfie. 
w^e noj pouched upon ; yet on being in- 
fortpcd who the Perfon was who bad preach-, 
c^ this fermpn> he could not deny that it 
h|d a fair chance of being^ found Chrifti- 
amty._ The Phyfician having brought 
him ib far, found little difficulty in per- 
fuading him that it was his duty as well as 
intereft to leave Zeluco to his own wicked 
heart, which carried its punifhment within 
itfelf J hinting alfo the probability of bis 
falling fooner or later within fhe grafp of 
tl&e laws of fociety, which his paffions con- 
tinually tempted him to violate. 

It was probably owing to the remon- 
(Irances of this extraordinary Phyfician^ 

VoL^ X O that 
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that Zelaco left the ifland ia fafety, and 
the Portnguefe merchant was indebted to 
bim fgr being freed ftom the two moft tor- 
aaenting dsemons that can pofTefs the hu- 
man heartj Jealoufy and the fpirit of Re-» 
venge. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

To whom can riches give repute and truft, 
Content and pleafure, but the good and juft ? 
Judges and fenates have been bought for gold ; 
Efteem and Iqvc were never to be fold. Pope, 

VyHEN it was evident that the Portu- 
guefe had no intention of calling 
Zeluco to account for his bafe behaviour, 
he publicly announced the time of his de* 
parture from the Havannah, and having 
freighted a veffel entirely for his own ufe, 
after a profperous voyage he arrived at 
Cadiz, where he was detained for fome 
time, but as foon ^s he had tranfadted his 
bufinefs he proceeded to Sicily. 

Spon after his arrival at Palermo, Zie- 
luco furniflied a houfe expenfively, and 
began to live in a mofl: niagnificent flyle ; 
inviting every perfon of diftindion to his 
table, and entertaining in the moft fump- 
tuous mannen This way of living, with 
8 the 
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the idea unirerfallf entertaioed of his great 
riches, foon acquired him a numerous ac«» 
quaintance and the warnleft profeffions of 
attachment. 

ZelucO) who had never known any mo- 
tive of action but felf-intereft, was not 
deceived by fuch profeffions -, but while he 
plumed himfelf on account of his fuperiof 
penetration, he was the dupe of his own 
maxims, which being drawn from the feel- 
ings of a corrupted heart, were often er- 
roneous. - 

Infenfible himfelf to the ardour of friend- 
{hip, he thought there was po fuch feiiti- 
ment, and mod certainly never had a friend 
What the world calls friendlhip, in hi$ 
opinion was merely a compaA of convenl- 
cncy or intereft between a clafs of people, 
in which it was tacitly agreed, that wheni 
by the lofs of fortune, health, or other wffe, 
any individual of the aflbciation became 
ufelefs to the reft, all farther connexiod 
with that perfon terminated of courfe. 

Had Zeluco been fatisfied with thinking 
this m^% often the cafe, he would have been 

m 
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kitl^ right, but be was convinced it was 
ahways fo, and there he was wrong; all 
declarations of attachment and friendflxip^ 
therefore) he viewed as indire<l attacks 
upon his purfe; the punctual attention paid 
tp his invitations, he rightly confidered as 
Qothing elfe than a proof of the excellency 
Qf his cook, and of the fuperior flavour of 
his wine* 

'The favourable notion which he enictr 
tained of the fymmetry and beauty of his 
own perfon and face, inclined him however 
to believe* that the partiality which fevcral 
of the ladies difplayed towards hiqa was 
void of hypocrify, and proceeded from fin- 
^ere perfonal attachment. For Zelucb had 
no fooner returned to Palermo than he be- 
came an objed of great attention, and fomc- 
times a fubjefl; of controverfy among the 
ladies. 

The elegant turn of his perfon and the 
graces of his countenance were univerfally 
admired, and even his cbarafterand difpo- 
fition were favourably thought of, from 
that common trick of the fancy which 
O 3 gives 
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giv£8 the head and heart as flduch fenfe and 
virtue as the face has beauty. But be had 
not remained long at Palermo till ikk real 
charftSer begaii to devclope itfelf, and then 
the graces of his countenance were called 
in queftion, and his features were faid to 
tonvey an idea of malevolence, or even 
atrocity: — this happened from another play 
of fancy which transfers the deformity of 
the mind into the face. 

Pleafed with the attention paid him by 
the men, and the favour of fome of the 
women, he pafled his time lefs difagreeably 
than he had done in the Weft Indies. But 
that degree of popularity which he had ob- 
tained at his arrival gradually diminished j 
his temper, naturally infolent and over- 
bearing, detached the moft refpedable of 
the men from his fociety ; and the intole- 
rable caprice of his difpofition, joined to a 
continual jealoufy of temper, rendered him 
at laft odious to the women. He therefore, 
with great fatisfaCtion, embraced a propo(al 
made by a Sicilian nobleman, more diltin- 
I guifhed 
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guifhed by rank than chara^r^ of accom- 
panying him to Naples. 

In that gay city he immediately fet up 
a ftill more fpkndid domeftic dftabli&ment 
than he had at Palermo^ and as he played 
deep, and with apparent inattention^ he 
was confidered as a valuable acquifitioa by 
Tome very faiihionable focieties. 



O4 
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,,: C H A p. XXIV. 

-'"fii^ frail one*« advocate, the weak one's friend. 

Popr. 

CpON after his arrival, he was ptefeotod 
to Signora Sporza. This lady was the 
widow of a Neapolitan nobleman9 ooe of 
(be pooreft of a clais of men in wbi<rh 
few are rich* He had lived for two jctars 
after his marriage in a degree of magnifi- 
cence, mor^ fuitable to his rank than fqrr 
tune, and died very opportunely when he 
had notbiqg left to live upon. , 

As, contrary to the advice of bar friends^ 
ibe had reltnquiihed great part of the 
funds appropriated for the fecurity of her 
own jointure, to relieve her hufband's dif» 
ficuhies, ibe had nothing to fupport her 
after his death, but the revenue arifing 
from the fmall part "which remained, and 
a very moderate penfion granted to her by 

the court. 

She 
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She lived however in a decent, not to fay 
a genteel ftyle, which was the more fur- 
prifing, becaufe, although her hufband had 
left no money to maintain ¥er, yet he con- 
trived to leave a child by aQotberjwMaatt 
for her to maintain. 

Signora Sporza was not acquainted witfi 
tliis arbumftance till feveral months afiter 
iier hufband 's death, when fhe was in- 
forihfed df it by tlie mother, who was then 
in i'^ai^ving condition, and who, as the 
^r^tched woman herfelfexprtfled it, would 
not "have applied to her for relief, had fhc 
ndi been driven by companion for her In- 
fiintf more than for herfelf. ^ 

Thofe fame relations who liad advifed 
^ignofla Sporza not to relinquifh any |>art 
ef what was fecured by marriage articks 
to.herfelf^ for > the fake of an extravagant 
.ht)$)%ndi e>cc}aimed, againft the indep^ioy 
and folly of her fupporting an aduhecoat 
fc^ftfd, <and^}t8» wicked mother; they in-^ 
fifted uporrtt, that &e, of all women, had 
the lejift call.tp take fueh a load upon her. 
AH the anfwer which Signora Sporza made 
4 to 
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to thefe exclamations a^d argumentSj was 
defiring them to find out fome other wo- 
man, or man, if they pleafed, who would 
maintain the unhappy woman and her 
child, in which event flie was willing to 
yield up her claim. " Till that is done/' 
added fhe, " however indecent it tttay 
fecm, I muft be indulged in this fplly.'? 

She accordingly took both the mother 
a«d child into her boufe^ where, contrary 
to the prediifUon of her relations, that the 
twoierpents fhe was taking into Tier bofoto 
would certainly fting her, they greatly con- 
tributed to her happinefs ; for the wicked 
woman became a moft grateful and fervice- 
abte domeftic, and Sigriora Sporza grew as 
fond of the child, whb Was a vfery fpVlghtly 
boy, as if he had been her own. 

This lady was of a character which reil*- 
dered her tiniverfelly agreeable j ftie fyp^ 
ported the inconveniences of very narrow 
circumftances with fo much gaiety and 
good-humour, underftood the art df ar- 
ranging her parties fo judicioully, and ani- 
fnated them widi fuch pleafa»atry,. that lier 

afTembliea. 
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afiemblies were thought the moft agreeable 
though the leaft fplendid in Naples. As 
fhe was well received every where, and her 
houfc frequented by the mod fafhion^blc 
company, Zeluco thought it worth his 
while to cultivate her acquaintance, and he 
was for fome time a pretty conftant attend- 
ant ai her aflemblies. One circumftancQt 
however, made him lefs fo than otherwife 
he would have been ; the play in general 
was not fo deep as in many other afTemblies, 
owing to Signora Sporza's difcouraging it 
as much as fhe eafily could. Independent 
of more permanent ill confequences, fhe 
declared an averfion to deep play on ac- 
count of the immediate gloom with which 
it overfpread every countenance engaged 
10 it, to th<2 entire deftru<aion of all good- 
humour and pleafantry. But Zeluco had 
a greater rdifli for deep play than for either 
good-rhumour or pleafantry s and as he 
fometimes met at Signora Sporza's with 
l^eople of the fame turn of 4xiind, they 
were apt to indulge their humour in fpite 
of her i'eaK>i;iftrance6| which indeed^ how- 
ever 



' Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



iio 2 & L^ U C OL 

cVdr fcriouflj^ meant^ vntt always jocilhirtf 
Ihadc. - ^ 

Among the Britifti fubjeds at this time 
at Naples, there were two young Englifli- 
men, Mr. N — — and Mr. Steel, who lodged 
in the fame houfe, although of very differ- 
ent charaders. The Honourably Mr; 

N- had already made the tour of 

Europe, and returned to his native country^ 
more free from narrow prejudices, lefs in- 
fefted with foreign fopperies, and more 
improved both in knowledge and in min— 
ncr, than the generality of his country- 
men who have made the fame tour. After 
remaining a few years at home, h& wn 
ieized with a complaint in his breafi threatr 
eoing a confumption, for which he was ad- 
vi&d to return to Italy, and refided for tbe^ 
moft part, at Naples, where he intended to, 
remain a year longer, although at this time^ 
he feemed to have in a great meafur;^ 
, regained his health. . / , i 

Mr. N— had biqcn well acquainted* 
with Signora Sporza, during his firft rd-^ 
fidence at 'Naples, and was now oa the 

moft 
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(ides his companion Mr. Sted, he hadioi^ 
troduqed tp her acquaintance another coun- 
trymstn of his own — Mr. Squander. Thi% 
gentleman was diftinguiihed by fpending 
moce money with lefs enjoyment than any 
Epglilh traveller in Italy. Without any 
l^nowledge of horfes, or any love for the 
animal^ he kept a liable of JEnglifh horfes at 
Naples. His incitement to this was bis 
having heard a certain peer who had a vion 
leal paffion for the turf mentioned with 
admiration for having eftabliihed a horfe^ 
raoe in the Englifh ftyle. Mr. Squiiinder 
matcb^ one of his horfes with one of hU 
lordfliip's^ and had the feaown of loftng.a) 
greater fum than ever was loft at a hoife^ 
rlMSe at Naples ; what rendered this the 
niore memorable though the lefs furprifing^ 
Was^ that he ro4e bimfelf. He gave fre>c 
qtieffit entertainments, to which be iovitedi 
his own countrymen only ; they geseara^y: 
m^e4i , in drunkennefsj noife^^^nd ript. 
He bought pidures, ftatues,, . an^ ^fe^Js^^ 
bwtufe; tbey werp highly > fififei %::th^ 
- venders ; 



* Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



222 Z E L u c a 

YCttdere; and afterwards gaVe them away' 
in prcfents, bccaufe they were defpifed by 
the reft of the world* Without any indi-.- 
nation for gaming, this young man w;is 
ready on the flighteft invitation to join any 
party at deep play, and had fometimes 
been drawn into that above mentioned at 
Signora Sporza's. As he was the only one 
of this party devoid of (kill, and who 
played without attention, he gener^ly loft 
the moft, and fometimes was the only per- 
fon who loft at all. 

How Mr. Steel came to be conneded 

with Mr. N- will appear hereafter, but 

as he and Squander had been prefented by 
him to Signora Sporza^ (he was particularly 
uneafy to fee them throw away their 
money. She was uncommonly attentive 
to ftrangers, and rather partial to the 
Etiglifh; — by her frank and engaging 
manners, (he gradually overcame their nsi*- 
tural referve, and diffipated their timidity $ 
and fomeof that nation wbo^fvom^he time 
of their eroding the channel, haid never 
dined but with a club of their oW'Q country^p 

meut 
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mco, and had never gone twice to any 
other affcmbly at Naples, were infenfiWy 
prevailed upon to attend thofe of Signora 
Sporza, and at length they went with plea- 
fure inftead of reludlance. 

At her affembly one evening, Signora 
Sporza perceived the fame party forming 
with which Mr. Squander had loft fo much 
money. '* Why do you not advifc your 
countryman," faid Ihe, in a whifper to Mr. 

N , •* to avoid thefe people, they will 

pillage him of all his money." 

'' Becaufe,'** replied Mr. Nn , *Vmy 

countryman hates advice naore than be loves 
money." 

** You Englifhmen," refumed {he, ** per- 
haps confider advice as an encroachment on 
that liberty you are fo fond of." 

** Certainly," faid Mr. N , fmilingi 

** the Cherokees, and other refined na- 
tions in America, think in the fame 
manner." 

** Will you not try then to keep him out 
of thofe people*8 hands ?'* faid (he. 

*« I fhould 
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•* I ihould try in vain, faid Mr. N— — j 
" but if you pleafe to draw him oflF toa fafer, 
party, whatever he may wiflb, he is toa 
awkward, and will be too much embar- 
raflfed, when a lady fpeaks to him, to be 
able to excufe himfelf /' 

*• Bafta!" cried fhe; and immediately ac- 
cofting Squander, •* we have need of you 
here Signor,'* faid fhe ; -and fo fhe engaged 
him for the evening with a party who 
played at a very fmall flake. 

Signora Sporza thus ufing all her addrefs 
to prevent deep play at her aflTemblieSi and 
to favc the unwary from being preyed 
upon, the gamefters gradually paid her lefa 
attention, and at lafl entirely forfook her 
houfe, for that of another lady with whom 
Signora Sporza was on ill terms, and who, 
out of mere fpite, eftablifbed an a{remt)ly 
at her own houfe on the evenings which 
SignoVa Sporza had fixed upon. 

ZeIuco» although he now poffefTed far 
more wealth than he could enjoy, required 
the agitation of gaming to ward off the 
intolerable languor which is apt to invade 

unoc* 
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unoccupied minds^ and alfo to preclude 
refle£lion, or retrofpedl on part condud/ 
which in him wa$ always attended with 
felf-condemnaiion. He therefore became a 
conftant attendant 2^t the rival affembly, and 
a confiderable time had pafled (ince he had 
waited on Signora Sporza., when he obferved 
her one evening at the opera, accompanied 
by two ladies, neither of whom he had ever 
before feen : the elder a gentecl-lookiog 
Woman, betweea forty and fifty years of 
age; — the other about twenty : he gazed oa 
t;he latter, and thought her by far the naoft 
beautiful' woman he had ever beheld; the 
longer he looked he was the more confirmed 
in that opinion : he now regretted the cold- 
nefs fubfifting between him and Signora 
Sporza, and xefolved to ufe all means for 
removing it, as the moft eafy way of being 
introduced to the lady whom he fo much 
, admired* Iiri patient as he was to addrefs 
Signora Sporza, he hefitated about doing it 
that night, left fhe Ihould impute it to the 
real caufe. A glance from the young lady 
brought him at once to decifion ; he could 
Vol. L P no 



DigitiZBd by VjOOQ IC 



ai6 Z E L U CO. 

no loEQger ootiiinaad his impatiencei but 
leaving Signora. Sporza to put what^ioo- ' 
ftru£tion flie pleafed on his behaviour, he 
fuddeivly darted from his. own .box, and 
entered that in which (he aisd- the two 
ftrangers were. With eagerncfs, and in the 
tooft obfequious language, he apolbgizcd to 
the former for not having paid his duty to 
her of late, imputed it to indifpenfable bu- 
(iQeiSy and begged to be permitted that ho-r 
hour the next morning, alleging he had 
fomething of importance to acquai&t her 
•with. Having finifhed his apology^ he 
bowed v^ry refpedfully to the ftrangers, 
and then looked with fignificance at Signora 
Sporza, who heard him with the referve of 
offended pride, taking notiotice of his figni- 
ficant look, but after a grave bend of her 
head tO him, refumed .her converfation with 
the ftrangers as if no other perfon had beea 
in the box. In fpite of this very <:ool re- 
ception, Zeluco kept his place in the bos, 
'^nd his eyes almoft conftantly rivetted on 
the young lady, till the opera was finifhed, 
:and then attended thejn to their carriage ; 

after 
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after which he went home and raminated 
all thereft of the night on th^ cfas^rme of 
the fair ftringer. 

He waited nexr inorning on SIgnora 
Sporza, who had not been an inattentive 
fpe<3afor of the impreflion which her 
young fncnd's' beauty had raade on Zc* 
luco ; fhjfi allowed him with the moft cruel 
tranquillity to go through the ceremony of 
explaining his pretended affair of import* 
aiKe, without rnterruptihg bim, or affift- 
ing him in hie way to the real bufinefs 
which fhe well knew was the object of his 
vifu. 

She heard him without feeming to take 
any intereft in what he faid ; — the im- 
portant affair did not draw from her a fingje 
obfervatiqn; he was fo much difconcerted 
by. the coldnefs of her behaviour^ that he 
was unable lo introduce ai^y difcourfe 
regarding the ftrangers. He wifibed to do 
this in an indirect manner, as- a thing in 
which be took little concern, and waited 
fgr a favourable opportunity. 
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^* Do you Tcnow,'* faid Signora Sporza, 
interrupting the filence, ** how many birds . 
his majefty filled yefterday? I heard he 
went early a-(hooting." 

'' A-prapos;' replied Zeluco; " Pray, Sig- 
nora, who is that lady I had the honour of 
feeing with you yefterday at the opera?" 

" Very d-propos indeed," faid (he; ** may 
1 afk which lady you mean ; there were two 
in the box with me laft night." 

*• Two !" cried Zeluco : ** O yes; I now 
recoiled there were two ; — but I mean — I 
mean the elder.'' 

^ She is a very near relation of mine,** 
replied (he, fuppreffing a fmile ; and then 
turned the converfation to a diflFerent fub- 
jeft, which, with the awkward manner in 
which he had introduced his favourite topic, 
increafed his embarraflmcnt. Yet before 
he took his leave, he recovered his prefence 
of mind fo far as to let a china fnufF-box 
he had taken oflF the table, fall on the 
hearth, where it inftantly fhivered in pieces. 
After making becoming apologies, he took 

his 
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his leave, and the fame day fent. a gold 
fnuff-hox, enriched with diamonds, with 
a letter to Signora Spdrza, intreatiqg her 
to accept of the one,aa an atonement for 
haying deftroyed the other. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Digna minus mifero, non mdiore viro. Ovid* 

COME few days after this, Zeluco again 
waited on Signora Sporza. She received 
him with more franknefs than at his laft 
vifit ; he imputed this to the benign influ- 
ence of the fnuffrbox : as foon as he was 
feated fhe whifpered her maid, who inftantly 
withdrew. 

They talked for a while on the common 
incidents of the place ; of a new finger that 
was expecSted ; of a violent explofion which 
had happened the preceding night from 
Mount Vefuvius ; of the queen's having 
feemed out of humour at the laft gala ; of 
a man wlio had ftabbed his rival in the 
ftre'et at mid-day, and then had taken re- 
fuge in a church; of a religious proceffion 
that w^s to take place next morning, and 
of a ball in the evening, 

' ZelucQ 
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Zeluco endeavoured to turn the conver- 
fation from thofe topics, fo as that it might 
fecm to fall undefigncdly on that which 
was the objeft of his vifit. Sigaora Sporza 
obferving this faid, ** I will give you the 
hiftpjy of the ladies by and by, Signor^ 
but I exped two people immediately, to 
whom you have rendered a moft effcntial 
fervice ; and you muft permit them to 
thank you in the firft place." 

He could not poffibly comprehend her 
meaning : but foon after the maid intro-- 
duced a very handfome young woman, ^ 
plainly drefled, with a child in her arms, . 
followed by a genteel- lopking man^ who 
feemed to be a tradefman, and a few^'years. 
older than the woman. 

Zeluco was greatly furprifed at their ap- 
pearance. 

** This is your benefa^Jior, Carafiflo,*' 
faid Signora Sporza, addrcffing herfelf to 
the man, " the generous perfon who cna-? 
bled me to free you from prifon.'* 

" I am greatly indebted to you, Signer,'*. 

faid the man, in a moft rcfpe<aful. yet, 

P 4 manly 
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tharily riiatincr ; ^ and attbough I ( 
abfolmely'defpair of tyeiilg otledjaty •€ 
-tb repay what you have fo humane 
vianced to liberate me, yet I fhall Vic 
free from the ftrong feiife of oblige 
feel towards you/' 

*^ .Ah, Signor !" cried the woma 
able to contain herfelf, ** you do not 
V7hat a worthy and noble hearted wi 
have relieved ; you do not know the 
of the hlefled deed you have done 
have prefervedmy fweet infants from 
you have ranfomed my beloved h 
from prifon, and you have faved m 
brain from madnefs. O, Signor! h; 

but feen " Here the tears obfcui 

f)ght.; the recolleCtioa of her hui 

condition when in prifon, with th 

ffenfations of gratitude,. fuppreffed he^ 

.^r-r^.flid was neady to faint; — her h 

i foat^hcd the child from her arms^ a 
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Sif nota .Sporxa chafed her.tempks Vfl\h 
afotoftlic, ipjritfl.— «* MargherUa.wi)ll>? v^reU 
iBWiwdifttely>:Camyio/' f^id SignoraSporzaj 
" fee, .ihe repQvers aiready^" — ". Tji^^ 
Heav.fD," cried Camillo with fervour j ihe^i 
begged leave to conduct hU wife home- 
Sigriora Sporza attended her with Camillo 
and the child into another room, ordered 
thena fome refrefhment, and defired they 
might nol leave the houfe till (he came 
hack. 

All this was as great a fnyftery to 'Zt^ 
luco.as it is to the reader.—" If I had fuf- 
pefted,** faid Signora Sporza to him, as Ihe 
returned to the room in which he had re- 
mained, ** that this poor woman would 
have been fo much afFeded, I fhould have 
fpared you the fcene, which I will n<iw en- 
deavour to explain :-~I have known this 
young woman from her childhood ; fhevra« 
always the moft cheerful fweef-tenipered 
creature I ever knew. By my recoin- 
mendation, on the death of her mothelr, 
&e was taken into the fervice of. i;he. Mar* 
disik de jBr— s and in a ihort time ihe 
. ic. „ became 
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became her favourite maid. The Mar- 
chcfa is liberal, anil the girl was as happy 
as a maid could be whofc miftrefs has the 
misfortune of being put out of humour 
every day as foon as fhe rifes : the caufe of 
her ill-humour was without remedy, and 
grew daily more inveterate j it proceeded 
from her obferving more grey hairs on her 
head, and more wrinkles in her face every 
morning than fhe had feen the day before ; 
but although her peevifhnefs was diurnal, 
it did not lail long at a time, for Marghe- 
rita powdered her hair with wonderful 
expedition ; and as foon as her face was 
varniflied, and her toilet finiflied, fhe 
contemplated herfelf in the mirror with 
complacency, recovered her cheer fulnefs, 
and Margherita was happy for the refl 
of the day. Meanwhile, the man who 
his jufl left us fell in love with her, and 
fhe fell in love with him ; and from that 
moment the girFs mind was more occupied 
with her' lover than her miftrefs ; whofe 
head, after this incident, was neither fo 
expeditiouflyjicu: fo neatly drcfTed as for-^ 

merly* 
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merly. When the Marchcfa found out the 
caufe of this alteration, (he; was very much 
out of humour indeed, and told Marghe- 
rita, that fhe muft either give up all com- ' 
munication with the lover or with. her;— 
^^ fo you will confider the difference between 
me and him,** continued fhe, ** and then de- 
cide/* Mar gherita accordingly. did confider 
the difference J and decided in favour of the 
man.*— After leaving theMarchefa (hepafled 
more of her lime than ever with her lover; 
and their mutual love increafed to a very 
alarming height. Neither of them however 
ever thought of any other remedy than 
marriage; and notwithftanding the numbers 
wha have founc} it a radical cure for Iqve, 
to this couple it has hitherto proved inef-. 
fediual ; in the opinion of the poor people 
themfelves, the difeafe rather gains ground, 
although they have aow been married twa 
complete years, and have two children* 

*' The hufband, who was at firft em- 
ployed in the coarfe preparatory work for 
fculptors, has himfelf become a tolerahle ar- 
lift; he redoubled his induftry as his family 

increafedi 
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iQcreaiedf^ and favcd-a little money. — Mar- 
gherita oa her part chqcred him under hiy 
la^>our, by the moft adive attention to family 
C£canomy> by everlafting good-hupdour^ and 
midiminifhed aflFeftion. The bloom, atid 
growing vigour of their children was a 
iburce of joyful foreboding to both. — ^It was 
delightful to contemplate the happinefs of 
this little family. I often called on Marghe- 
rita^ purely to enjoy that happinefs; heahh^ 
content, ^nd mutual love refided under their 
humble roof : obtaining with difficulty the 
fuperfluities, or even neceflaries of life, they 
lafted pleafure with a relifh unknown to 
thofe who have the overflowing cup of en- 
joyment conftantly prefled to their lips. The 
gloom of their poverty was cheered by fomef 
of the brighteft ftars of pleafure, and by the 
hope of permanent fun-fhine. But all this 
fair and ferene profpeS was fuddenly ob- 
.fcured by a terrible florm. The imprudent 
hufband, impatient to become rapidly rich, 
wafe perfuaded to colled all the littlie money 
which he had faved, to accept of ai lai'ger 
.fom on aedir, and to rifk the whole in a 

commercal 
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conimercial adventure: — the whole WW 
loft ; — and the obdurate creditor immedkicly 
feized on all the furniture and efiFo^s of this 
Uttle family, and threw Camiilo into jail.— i- 
Margherita, half-diftraded, came and told 
me her ftofy* It happened by a fuper- 
abundance of ill luck that I was very low 
in cafli myfelf, and had overdrawn my credit 
with my banker; I gave her what I had, 
but it was not fufficient to procure her huC- 
hand's liberfty, which happened to be what 
poor Margherita was moft folicitous about. 
I begged of her to call on me the following 
morning, determining then to go in fearch 
of the neceffary fum ; but before I fet out, 
the fnuflf-box, of which yofu defired my ac- 
ceptance, arrived : inftead of going t,o bor- 
row money, Signor, which, if you ever had , 
the experience of it, you muft know to be 
the moft difagreeable thing on earth, I went 
and fold the fnufF-box, and in my opinioa 
tp very great advantage; for the fum I xe- 
ceivjed has not only freed the poor fdlow 
irom prifon and redeemed hia effe£l$g. but 
^1X9 90^^ bim a little richer thjvn hewss 
;«>,..;.;-:.. before 
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before his unfortunate attempt in com- 
merce. I infortned the joyful couple that I 
had received the money from you, which in 
cffcift I did; they know no more of the 
matter; and now that you have heard the 
whole, and have feen thd family whom your 
bounty has faved, I am convinced yob will 
approve of what has been done/* 

Zeluco exprefled greit admiration of the 
benevolence of Signora Sporza, but infifted 
on redeen^ing the fnufF-box, and reftoring 
it to her. This ftie abfolutely refufed, faying, 
That the circumftances which (he had re* 
lated formed the only confideration whicH 
could have prevailed on her to accept qf a 
prefent of that value ; but flie was willing 
to receive from him a fnuff-box of the fame 
kind with that he had fo fortunately broken, 
which ftie would wear as a^ memorial of that 
happy event- Zeluco, finding her obfti- 
nate> was obliged to agree to this compro- 
mife of the matter. 

It was already obferved, that Zeluco was 

' greatly furprifed when Margherita was pre- 

fented to him : he had, however, frequently 

ken 
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fctn her before j and this was one reafon of 
his being a little confouncled at her appear-* 
ance at Signor Sporza's ^ but cm recolIe<a:ingt 
that although he knew her, yet fhe did' not 
know him, he re-aflumed his compofure. 

In going to church, Margherita ufually had 
pafled the windows of Zeluco's apartment, 
and he had often remarked her as fhe went 
and returned to and from mafs. 

Being fomewhat captivated by her face 
and perfon, he employed ' an agent to find 
out where fhe lived, and what (he was ; and 
afterwards commifHoned the fame perfon to 
engage her to meet a very honourable gen-- 
tkman, who was greatly captivated with her 
beauty, at a houfe appropriated fpr a ren- 
dezvous of this nature. Margherita re- 
jefted the offers of the agent, bafHed the arts 
employed to feduce her, and would have 
nothing to do with- the very honourable 
gentleman. 

This unexpeded refiflance increafed Ze- 
luco's ,ardour. His valet was acquainted 
with the man who had lent Camillo the 
saoney which the imprudent fellow had 

funk 
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funk in the ill-judged commercial adven- 
ture* This man, who thought his money 
in little or no danger when he firft advanced 
il, was now exceedingly uneafy, and had 
already begun to prefs Camillo for payment. 
The valet acquainted Zeluco with thofe 
circumftances, who inftruded the valet to 
perfuade the creditor, that it was vain for 
him to exped that ever Camillo could pay 
the money ; and that as long as he was left 
at lar^e, none of his friends would think of 
advancing it for him ; but that if he were 
thrown into prifon for the debt, fbme of his 
or his wife's friends would then certainly 
ftep forth for his relief. The man fcrupled 
to ufe fp violent an expedient ; but having- 
mentioned it to his wife, by whom Marghe- 
rita was envied on account of her fuperior 
beauty, and hated on account of her unole- 
miflied charader, (he prefled her hufband 
to adopt this harfli expedient, as the only 
means of recovering his money. The cte- * 
ditor, however, ftill hefitated, till the valet 
aflured him, under the obligation of an oatfr 
of fecrecyi that he knew a perfon who wbtfld 

advance 
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aflVtoc^ a Aim fufficknt to pay all Cainillo « 
^ebts^ rather than allow hini to remain lotig 
In ppifon; and he became bound himfelfto 
i^.tibjis Jf Camillo was not releafed bj th« 
other within a month* 

Zeluco, who took care not to appear ia 
all this infamous tranfaftion, imagined, 
ths^t when Margherita was once feparated 
from her hufband, and humbled by diftrefs, 
rfhe would then liften to th? fecret propofals 
he intended to renew through his former 
agent. 

The creditor having given orders to his 
attorney to proceed to extremities againft 
Camillo, went himfelfto the country, that 
he might avoid a fcene which his heart 
was not hard enough to fupport. But his 
orders were executed very punctually on 
the very day in which Zeluco was fo much 
ftruck with the beauty of the young lady 
at the opera. She had engrofled his mind 
fo cotipely, ' that from that moment he 
n^jf^( oiic^ thought of Margheritai till. 
hj^.|aw,h^): introduced with her hulba^d at 
i^^p;^!^-., , Q^ . . Signers 
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Signora Sporza*8, and found that the pre-* 
fent he had fent to that lady with a very 
different view, had been the means of 
relieving a family brought to the brink 
of ruin by his infidious arts. 
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C H A P. XXVI. 

On ainie k deviner les autres, mais on n'aime pas 
a ctre dcvine, Rochefoucault* 

\T7HATEVER fhame or compunaion 
Zeluco felt on receiving praifes he 
fo little deferved, for conferring benefits 
which he never intended, he certainly fup- 
ported the charafter he had to a£i: with 
great aflurance* 

After the compromife already mentioned^ 
Signora Sporza gave him the following ac*-- 
count of the ladies whofe hiftory he wa» 
JA -impatient to know. The elder, fhe faid, 
was her coufin-german, and widow of Co- 
lonel Seidlits, an officer lately deceafed in 
the king of Pruffia's fervice. She was a 
Neapolitan by birth, who finding it difa* 
greeable after her hufband's death to re- 
main at Berlin, where fhe could not afford 
to live in the feme flyle fhe had formerly 
0^2 done, 
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done, had lately returned to her nadvc 
country, with her daughter Laura; that 
fhe inherited from her father a fmall eftatp 
in the Campagna Felice, and her inclii^a* 
tion for removing frorii Berlin to Naples 
had been ftrengthened by th? hopes of 
making good a claim (he had in right of aa 
uncle, whichi although of no great valufi 
in ilfelf, was of great importance to her in 
her very circumfcribed circumftances^ and 
which, however juft, did not the lefs de* 
pend oh the favour of the minifter. 

Zeipco exprefled much concern that two 
ladies of their merit fhould labour under 
difficulties ; adding, that on account of their 
connedion with her, he (hould think him* 
felf very happy in haying it in hi» power 
to be of fervice to them. 

Signora Sporza penetrated into the mo- 
tive of Zelucb's proffered fervices ; but (he 
alfo knew that he was on an intimate foot- 
ing with the minifter, and might be ofcfr 
iential ibrvice to her coufin in the affair of 
her claifDy the decifion of which h^d .l>^5iEi 
hitherto protracted op. the moft frivolous 

pretexts 
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pretexts m the mod litigidus manner. It 
muft be confefled> that, in the warmth of 
Signora Spotza's zeal to ferve her friends, 
£he was often rcgardlefs of the motive from 
which thofe who ferved them afted : could 
fee have induced Zeluco to ferve Madame de 
Seidlits from pure and honourable motives* 
ao doubt flie would have preferred it ; but 
that not being in her power, fhe thought 
the next beft was to fecure the fame eflPeS 
whatever produced it. After thanking Ze- 
luco therefore for his obliging offer, fhe 
added. That if he would do her the pleafure 
of calling in the evening, Ihe would prefent 
htm to her two relations ; and that Madame 
de Seidlits would herfelf explain to him the 
grounds of her claim. 

Being introduced accordingly to the two 
ladies as a friend of Signora 'Sp6rza, he 
Beciame intoxicated with the elegant fweet- 
flefs of Laura's manner, which he found 
equal to her beauty, and liftened with much 
^ming attention an<) apparent Solicitude to 
j^ hiftory of her moiher^s fuit, expreffing 
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great zeal la fervc her oa that otr atty oth^r* 
occafioa^ , *, 

iTh* nobleman with whom Zclucd came 
to Naples had confiderable influence with' 
the minifter : Zeluco himfelf had more j 
both were employed in giving him a fa- 
vourable idea of Madame de Seicllits's cafe, 
or rather in infpiring him with a defire of 
promoting it, independent of the right on 
which it was founded. It Is probable that 
2ieluco was thinking on fomething plfc 
during that part of Madame de Seidlits's 
narrative, for the foundation of her claim 
was what he was unable to explain, but it 
was alfo what the minifter (hewed no anxi-^ 
ety to under ft and. Soon after, however, 
he publicly hinted, that having taken much 
pains to get a clear idea of Madame de Seid^ 
lits's claim, he was led to believe that the 
judges would decide in her favour. As 
the minifter*s prophecies of this kind 
were generally accompliftied, Madame de 
Seidlits was congratulated on this happy 
omeq, as if (he b^d already gained her 

wufej 
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cau& ; atvd iht imputed tbi« fair profpe&^o 
the interpofition of Zeluco. > 

JFrom this time he had frequent oppor- 
tunities of feeing and converfiiig with 
Laurai and he exhaufted all his power of 
infinuation to ingratiate himfelf into her 
good opinion, but without fuccefs. This 
young lady had more penetration into cha- 
rai^er^ and a far jufter way of thinking 
than any of her fex with whom he had hi- 
therto been acquainted ; the fame arts which 
had rendered him agreeable to mhny of 
them, had a contrary effedt on her : (he was 
not pleafed when flue obferved, that, as 

often as he found her alone, his converfa- 
tion was much interfperfed with compli- 
ments on her beauty. She had been fuffi- 
ciently accuftomed to fweeteners pf this 
kind, not to value them above their worth ; 
and fhe had remarked, that they proceeded 
as often from a contempt of the underftand- 
ing as from an admiration of the beauty of 
the perfon to whom they were addrcffed. 
But whatever doubts Laura might have of 
Zeluw's fincerity when heexpreffeda high 
0^4 opinion 
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Dpiriion iff her metit, ftitre was foteethJttg 
in his air and manner which ix)nvinced het 
fie had a very high opinion of his own. 
In this, however, Laura was in fome degree 
iniftaken ; for notwithftanding^ the loftineft 
of his manner, Zeluco's fdf-conceit was con- 
fined to his external figure, to his addrefe, 
arid his natural talents ; he was confciousof 
having negleded the opportunities of im- 
provement, and lamented the want of cer- 
tain accompliftiments which he with envy 
faw others poffefs ; for with whatever plau- 
fible varnifh he concealed his foibles or vices 
from the fight of others, he found it im«p 
pofliblp to hide theip from his own ; fo that 
when flattery poured the honey of adula-? 

^ tioo into his cup, the unconquerable power 
of CQufcipnce often turned it into gall, and 
rendered bim unable to fwallow the nau- 
feous draught; yet by a fingular effect of 

' felfifli Caprice^ though fcnfible of his own 
ikJlings atid vices, he detefted all whom he 

' ful^e€le<i of having fiiflScient penetration tq 
fee into his real chara<Sfcer, and of har- 
bctariiig the fame fent^ments with bimr 

^ • A fclk 
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ibjf/^ -H^. cpuJd AippQrt the. company pf 
Uiofe o»ly upon wbafc imderftandinga he 
ippb^ijQ^d he itppot^d^.by giving them ^ 
nf^h bejttfr idea of his character than it 
defeirred. This accounts for his conftaut 
prekrence of ignorant fociety, and for the 
gloom and diflaiisfadion which attended 
him as often as he was not engaged in fuch 
purfu^ts as kill thought and reflediou. 
Yet this (lilTatisfied miferable man, on whofc 
mind xepeptiance and remorfe were oftea 
pbtruding themfelves, was, on accopnt of 
liis wealth ^nd the fplendid ftyle in which 
he lived, confidered by many as remarkably 
fortunate and happy. 

We are never more apt to be miAaketi 
than in our eftimate of the happinefs of 
grandeur. The grove overlooking the pre- 
cij^ice hasr a fine efFe£k s^t a diftancej ^e ad- 
mire the fublimity pf its fituationiv and the 
farightnefs of its verdure whep gilded by 
the rfcys of the fun j we grudge no lahour 
::TO fcrami^Jing up to this feat of pl^ufe, 
jjj^hich, when attained, we oftpn find c^ld 
Tj^d flpflftforjll^^i qyerjgroyra witb^mofs, 
i pierced 
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pierced by the winds of every quarter, and 
far lefs genial than the flieltered bank from 
i^hence we fet out. In like manner many 
men, who are Ticwed with admiration and 
envy at a diftance, become the objedl of pity 
or coniempt,when nearly approached. Of 
this we may be moft aflured, that all the 
decorations of rank and the fmiles of for- 
tune cannot prevent the intrufions of re« 
morfe and felf-condemnaiion upon a mind 
fenfible of having abufed talents, and ne* 
glcded through life the opportunities of 
improvement; far lefs can they convey 
happinefs, or even tranquillity, to one con* 
fcious of perfidy, cruelty, and ingratitude. 
But Laura did not at this time know that 
the peace of Zeluco's mind was difturbed 
by inrruders of this nature; and the vaiif 
farisfadtion which he frequently enjoyed 
from the contemplation of his face and 
figure, file imagined extended to his whole 
cbarader, and rendered him, in her opi- 
nion, by much too well fatisfied with him- 
fclf. 

) However 
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However prof ufe of panegyric Zeluco 
was, as often as he happened to find Laura' 
by herfelf, yet he always ftopt fhort, and 
alwruptly changed the tenor of his difcourfe 
when her mbther joined them* 
/ This did not efcape the obfervation of 
Laura ; and one day on his making this 
fudden tranfition as Madame de Seidlits en- 
tered the room, Laura faid to him gravely, 
^* There is no need, Signor, for you to 
fly from the fubjed: on which you have 
dwelt fo lorfg ! I do aflure you, the praifes 
of my beauty are to the full as agreeable 
to my mother, as they are to myfelf/' 

At this unexpedcd remark, Zeluco's 
countenance fuddenly difplayed ftrong 
marks of difpleafure, and even rage; but 
recollecting himfelf, he inftantly fmoothed 
it over with the fmile of good- humour ;' 
and having bowed, and inquired aft^r tfce 
health of Madame de Seidlits, he turned 
to Laura, faying, •* I fly not from the fub«^ 
jed, Madam ; the praife of your good qua-p 
Hties is the moft delightful of all fubjeda 
to me J but a fudden thought ftr.uck me 

imme- 
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ipaorediately before your mother, entered 
the room.*' 

^^ A fudden thought feeqaed to (hike you 
alfo after fhe eatered/' faid Laur^ " if oae 
may judge from the alteratioas in your, 
countenance." 

** I know nothing of my countenance,^, 
faid Zeluco, with a carelefs air j ** but I 
have great fatisfadlion at my heart in in- 
forming you. Madam,*' continued he, and; 
turning to Madame de Seidlits, " that your. 
. claim is admitted to his fqlleft ei^tent, of ^ 
which you will have more formal noticg 
this very day from the cqurt/* 

Madame de Seidlits expreffed a ftrqng 
fenfe pf obligation to Zeluco, imputing her 
fuccefs to his influence and exertions j he 
on his part affeded to place it wholly to, 
the juftice of her caufe ; expreffing aftor 
nifliment, however, at its having been de- 
layed fp very long, and with an^oftentatioua 
5iir I3f modefty difclaiming any kipd of me-? 
rit from bis poor feeble efforts. 

When Zeluco withdrew, Madame de 
Seidlils fpoke of hiip with all the partiality 

of 
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of gratitude, Laura aflented with coolnefi 
and moderation ; (he had obferved fbme- 
thing in his looks and conduct which dif- 
pkafed her^ and conveyed fome faint fuf- 
picion of his motives. Madame de Seidlits 
did not refine on looks or language; . flic 
founded her idea of Zeluco's generaf cha- 
ra(3:er on the perfonal obligations fhe lay 
under to him. On occafions of this nature 
the mother is generally mpre prone to be 
fufpicious than the daughter ; in this parti-r 
cular inftance it was otherwife : Laura had 
as much fenfibility to the impreffions of 
gratitude as her mother ; but having doubts 
refpedirig Zeluco's difpofition and motives, 
fhe would have been more pleafed if the 
favour had come from another hand. 



* 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

La phyfionomie n'eft pas une r6gle qui nous foit 
donhee pour juger des hommes ; elle nous peut 
ftrvtr de conjeAore. ' La Bruyere. 

TI/TADAME de Seidlits felt great fatif- 
fadiion in the thoughts of her having 
at length obtained juftice ; and the good 
and friendly charader of Zeluco was the 
frequent theme of her panegyric. When 
ihe was dwelling one day on this favourite 
topici ^^ It is unfortunates" faid Laura^ 
** that the expreffion of his countenance 
correfponds fo ill with the qiialities of his 
heart." 

^' I do not know what you mean^ my 
dear," faid the mother ; ^' few men are 
fo handfbme as Signor Zeluto.'^ 

** It is, Ibelieve, generally thought fo,** 
faid Laura ; *' but I confefs I am not of the 
general opinion." 

** No I that a little furprifes me.'^ 

« When 
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" When I fpe^ik of the exprcffion of the 
countenance," refumed Laura, " I meaa 
fooicthing different from beauty or ugU* 
nefs } ther? are many men whom I think 
plainer than Signor Zeluco, whofe counter 
nance has nothing of that expreffion, which 
I think rather difagreeable in his/' 

** Am I to underftand. child/' laid 
Madame de Seidlits, fmiling, " that a man 
may be too handfome to be agreeable to 
you?'' 

" You would laugh at me if I faid fo/' 
replied Laura ; " yet if a man feems too 
fenfible of his being handfome, you muft 
admit that he is the lefs agreeable on that 
account.^ 

** When a man happens to be hand- 
fome," replied Madame de Seidlits, *' peo- 
ple are apt to conclude, without any other 
reafon, that he is vain of his looks/'* 

" I am not, howevert fo unjuft/' faid 

Laura ; •* for example,^ I agree with the 

general opinion in thinking Mr. N -, 

the EngUIhman who is fo often at our cou- 

fin's, very handfome j yet he k fo free from 

c: airs, 

II 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



i56 z E L u c a; 

airs» and all appearance of coucek» tijit it 
k impoilible to thmk him vaiA> :His £ea^ 
tares oxprefs gocxlne& of heart, but I have 
fccn features which, confidered fq^antdT^ 
fecm as good, and yet the coimtenaiicc oil 
the whole to which they belong conveys the 
idea of the reverfe/' 

" I do not admit," replied Madanje de 
Seidlits, ** that this is the cafe with Signot 
Zeluco's." 

** Perhaps I am whimfical in this point,** 
faid Laura ; '^ but I am convinced a man 
' may be hard-favoured, and yet give no idea 
of his being a bad man. And with refpe^ 
to Signor Zeluco, I do think that thofe who 
do iK>t know from experience that he is of 
a good charader, might be apt to fufped 
himof a bad/^ 

" Nothing depends more on whim, of 
is more uncertain, than the pretended art 
of phyfi^gnomy,'* faid Madame dc Seidlits. 

•• Yet it never fails to have fomc inRo^^ 
ende on our opinion/* cried Laura. 
■ ** tt ought not,'' replied Madame de' 
Seidlits; ** it may' miflead us greatly: t)idi 

you 
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ypvti^f for ckample, beboH a more lovely 
ftice than that of the wretchtd woman wo 
6m^ tke other oigh^ af the opera ? yet her 
profligate life is wdl known. You may 
lecollcd alfo^ how T^y hard and unplqa** 
£uat the countenance of yotkr father's friend 
Colonel Sleiffen was ; yet there never ex- 
ifted a worthier man. You ought therefore, 
my dear Laura, to beware of imagining 
that vice is conneded with deformity, or 
virtue with external beauty/' 

•* I beg pardon, my dear Madam,'' re- 
plied Laura, ** but I might ufe the two in- 
ftances you have: given in fupport of my 
argument ; for the opera woman you menr 
tkm, in fpite of her beauty, I fhould never 
have tfaofight a perfon of a virtuous dtCpo*?. 
fijbiop I and I^ always imagined I faw bene- 
volence (hiniog through the harflx featu?e$- 
of. Cplpnel Sleiflfen/' . ^^ r, 

■ ** ^Ifufpea," replied Madame de Seidttts, 
" that a pi'evious knowledge of their q^at 
nu^er lod your opinion in both cafe^i and 
I am Aire;, that candour and charity, ough^ 
t»<^|>E(iy^at Qor ftjfpedling any ps^rfw qf he- 
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ipg badi till we ha^e c^iUba to bdieve fiy 
from their condufl.'* 

*' I do afliire jou, my dear motberi'' faid 
Laura, ^* that it always .gives me p^ia to 
think ill of any body^ aad it aflFords me 
fincere pleafure to find them better than I 
exp?aed." 

** Have you any reafon to think ill of 
$ignQr Zeluco?'' f;^id Madame de Seidlit«, 
with fome emotion; " I remember you (akl 
fomething that feemed unpleafant to him as 
I entered." 

•' Why, no,--^no/' replied Laura, with 
a little hefitation ; ^^ he was paying me a 
few compliments, and (lopped Ihort as you 
entered. I only hinted to him that I liked 
no Gonverfation when you were Mt pre(ent> 
that he judged improper when you were. 
But as to thinking ill of him, — I have — I 
have no reafon ;-^we were talking of his 
looks/' 

** Tbey. afford no reafon indeed,'* faid 
Madame de Seidlits; ** I hope experience, 
my dear, will teach you to judge of worth 

by 
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hy ibme toore certain criterion than the 
features of the face.'* 

** I hope it will, my deareft madam,'' re- 
plied Laura, taking her mother's hand af- 
fectionately in both hers, ** and till then 
my opinions fhalt be dktQcd by your judg- 
ment; of this you may reft aflured, that 
nothing can ever influence me to think ill 
of thofe whom you continue to think well 
of.'* 



R 3 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Ilia quidem primo nullos intelligetigoes. 

OvxD Metamorph. Lib. 9k 

OrELtJCO had been difconcertedi as has 
been mentioned, and was a little piqued 
at the manner in which Laura received the 
compliments that he paid her, and what 
fhe faid in his hearing to her mother ; but 
he was ftill more mortified to perceive the 
indiflFerence which (he difplayed towards 
him on all occafions, notwithilanding his 
peculiar attention to her> and the pains he 
took to gain her regard. Had Laura been 
thoroughly acquainted with Zeluco's cha^ 
ra£iert the dtftafte fhe had to him would 
not have been furprifing, but fhe had not 
had fufficient opportpnity of knowing himj 
fhe faw fomething in his manner ind^t 
and in the expreflion of his countei^^nfi^r 
which fhe did not like, yet it might h^v^; 

been 
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been cxpeded that the elegance of his per- 
fon, and the fplendour of his wealth) would 
have inclined her to get the better of this 
prejudice, as perhaps they wbuM, had not 
her imagination been prepoiTeflfed in a man- 
ner which will appear fingular. 

Laura's father had a fon ' by a former 
marriage^ who was now a captain of dra- 
goons in the Pruffian fervice. This gentle- 
man's mod intimate friend was the Baron 
Carloftein, a man of family and very con- 
fijderable fortune* They ferved together 
uoder the great Frederic, in the fhort war 
concierning the Bavarian fucccflion. 

After one unfortunate fkirmilli a fma^l 
detachment which Carloftein commanded, 
formed the rear of the retreating ^party, 
and defended a particular poft with great 
obftinacy, that the main body might have 
time to make good their retreat ; as he was 
fsffiing back at laft, his detachment was 
furrounded by a numerous party oF Auftrian 
Htiflars, and, notwithftailding a very fteady 
rHiftance, would have bipen cut to pieces, 
^ R 3 or 
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Of imkde prifooers* had (not Captdia SeidU 
lite, at the head of a few dragoooei 
loade a dofperate charge, hj nrhich tht 
HnButs were difperfed, and Carloftem^ 
vnih the furvivors o£ his ^efiachmtont^ 
brought ofF. . t 

• This was the ccnnmencement of a very 
intimate friendfhip between thefe two of^^ 
ficers. At the termination of the war^ 
Captain SeidKts prevailed on hiiB friend to 
pafs a few days at a little TiUa bdonging 
to his father, in the neighbourhood c^ 
Berlin ; Laura was then a child between 
ten and eleven years of age. She had df* 
ten heard her father, and other officers, 
mention Carloftein as a youiig man of th« 
greateft hopes ; ihe had heard many ladies 
talk of him as remarkably genteel and 
amiable* Her brother had written in terms 
of high admiration of Carloftein^s conduA 
in the adion above-mentioned, and flic 
Jiad heard his letters read to the company 
at her father's table. When Laura under** 
ftood, therefore, that the perfon whom flic 
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had heard fo much applauded was coining 
to her father's houfe, fhe ekpeded to fee a 
hero. The appearance and manners of 
Carloflein did not belie her expe^tion': 
dtiriogthe ihort flay which he made at the 
villa, he was treated by Colonel Seidltta 
tind bis lady with that diftinguiihed hdpU 
tality which it was natural they (hould pay 
to a man <^ his charader and rank^ the 
intimate friend of their fon. What Laura 
had heard of this young officer, the refpeid 
paid him by her parents, the affedionat? 
attachment of her brother, his own figure 
and elegant manners, tended to fire her 
fancy, and render him, in her mind, the 
firft of human beings. He had received 
a wound with a fabre on one fide of his 
brow, which reached beneath his temple : 
the fear was covered with a flip of black 
plafter, appearing peculiarly graceful irt 
the child's eyeS, and a confirmation of the 
heroic charader of Carloftein. Colonel 
Seidlits and his lady perceived Laura's ad* 
niiration of their gueft, and were amufed 
^vith the earneft manner in which (he fome- 
R 4 times 
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tii^^$ lodged ai; hxxn^ and the plcafiad at- 
D^otAoa with which flie liftciied i^pfib iie 
fpoke. . J 1' 

The Colcmel one day obferved-her *»^ 
amining a print of Le Brun'8 piidure of the 
family of Darius.—" What has caught 
yoQr fancy here?'* faid he, coming befaftfid 
and tapping her on the {houlder; The 
child imagined that fhe faw a likenefs to 
Carloflein's ih the countenance which Le 
Brun gives to Alexander. — '* Do you not 
think/' replied (he, ** that this face," point- 
ing to Hsepheftion, ** has a refemblancq of 
my brother ?" 

The Colonel having looked attentively 
at the print, and obfervjng the refemhlancc 
which really had attra<3ted Laura's attenr 
tiqn, fell a laugbiqg, and replied, ** No 
my dear, I cannot fay I do, — but I own I 
am fomewhat furprifed that the refemblance 
between this face,'* pointing to Alexander^ 
^* and your friend Baron Carloftein, feem$ 
entirely to have efcaped fo accurate an ob- 
fetver a? you are." 

The 
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^Tim cMld-ftemed a little o§t <tf counte- 
nikitei and* wfeen Colonel Seidlits recotinwd 
the circumftance to his lady, he added, ♦♦ I 
ih^l4 ke glad to I^Qow at what age a young ' 
lady begips to diiguife her fentiments ?'*-^ 
*^ At th$, ;feme age that young gentleawo 
b^ln. to difguife theirs/' replied Mad»qaie 
de Seidlit8 ; " when they fufpefl;, frooi. 
the behaviour of thofe around, that there 
is foipething wrong or ridiculous in their 
fentiments. We firft taught Laura," con-* 
tinued (he, ** to admire the Baron, and 
afterwards by laughing at the child for the 
marks of admiration which fhe (hews, we 
give her a notiop that there is fomething 
ridiculous in it, of courfe ihe wifhes to 
conceal what expofes her to raillery. A 
bdy would have done the fame/^ 

" I imagine not exjjdly in the fame 
way,*' replied the Colonel. 

Carloftein went Soon after to his eflate 
11} a diftant part of the Pruffian dominions ; 
he afterwards pafled fome time in France ; 
on his return to his own country, his duty 
as a foldier kept him with his reginjent^ 

. ^n^ 
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2(nd he hs4 tievcv after feen tamn^ or 
thought of her opore, than as an agreiedble 
child, the fifter of his friend* 

The impreffion which he made on ber 

imagination was certainly ftronger^ and 

more permanent; although her parents 

confidered this partiality of Laura's to Car*- 

Joilein as ' 

A violet in the youth of primy nature. 
Forward, not permanent ; fweet, but not laftingf 
The perfume and fuppliance 9C a minute^. 

Laura herfelf endeavoured to conceal it 
to prevent the raillery to which it expofed 
her ; yet it had fome influence in making 
her rcjed the addrefles of more than one 
lover before fhe left Germany; all of iifhottt 
were thought advantageous matches, con- 
fidcring the fmallnefs of her fortune. She 
found them to fall fo far beneath the ac- 
compHflied Carloftein, that {he did not he- 
fitate a moment. The fame impreffion, 
though now confiderably weakened by 
time^ tended to make her view Zeluco 
V^ith indifference, and often with diflike : 

♦ Shakefpeare* 

fp 
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to much did he fall below that model of 
which ihe Hill carried the traces in her 
memory. In this p;eference, Laura proved 
that her judj^ment was not dire6:ed by ex-» 
ternal appearance, for in the general opi« 
nion, Zeluco would have pafled for a hand* 
ibmer man than Carlofteiut 
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CHAP. X2ax. 

Non te Penelbpen difficilem prociSi 

Tyrrhemis genuit parens, Hon at. 

TJ O W E V ER much Zeluco was morti- 
fied and piqued at the indifFerencc of 
Laura, his paffion for her rather feemed to 
augment than to cool. As the houfe where 
be had the moft convenient opportunities 
of meeting with her was that of Signora 
Sporza, he thought it indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to keep that lady' in conftant good 
humour with him ; with this view he cul- 
tivated her favour with the moft refpedfu! 
affiduity. He attempted in vain, how- 
evcr, to prevail on her to accept of atiy 
prdient of value: fhe always decline hi» 
offers with good-*humour and gaiety, fay- 
iiig^ nobody in whom fhe was particularly 
interefted, was at that time in pri^ for 
debt\ but when any fuch cafe occurred, ihe^ 

would 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



t E L tr c a 1^ 

would apply to him for a ring or fnufF-bo:t 
proper for their relief. Zeluco confidercd 
all this as mere affectation and grimace^ 
and was convinced that (he would, in du6 
time, unfold the particular mode in which 
flie wifhed to be indemnified ; for he took 
it for granted^ that indemnified in one 
fhape ot other fhe intended to be, for what- 
ever civility (he (hewed, or whatever troru* 
ble ihe took on his account. In the medn^ 
time, he plainly perceived that fhe would^ 
not ftoop to be dire&ly afiifiing to his views 
on Laura. He imagined (he had come to 
a refolutioh to obferve a neutrality, till, 
fu^h time, at leaft, as fhe could exadk a 
very large fubfidy for adding as an auxili* 
ary. — But in theft conjectures he had en** 
tircly miftaken the charadlcr of the lady. 

Bred in a country where a very free 
fyilem of gallantry prevails, Signora 
Sporza certainly did riot view it ift the 
light that a virtuous vroman ought. - In 
her youth, fhe had been a coquette, aad 
(be retained fomething of that appearatlcfd 
at aa age when coquetry is Icfs tolerable ! 

which 
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^hich gave a handle to her enemies to iii« 
iinuate that fhe had carried matters be^ 
yond the poiat at which fimple coquetry 
ia fuppofed to ftop; this, however, they 
were never able to afcertain;r-^and.a8 thofe 
who were mod induftrious to fpread the 
iniinuation werCj with better grouadtt 
thought to be in that predieamcnt thcoft* 
felves, their malice had the left effed. Het 
conilant good-humour» humane difpofuioiii 
and eafy manners, rendered her highly 
agreeable to ibciety in general.; and ih^e 
had lived on the bed terms with her hut^ 
band, undifturbed with jealaufy, notwith-^ 
Handing his being an Italian. 

Her taknt for raillery ihe managed with 
foch addre&y as to render it entertaining in 
general, witbont beuig offenEve in parti- 
cular.. Mere duU downright fcandal, 
which had no ob^d but the gratificationrof 
malice, flie dcteiled> and coniidered the 
circulation of every ftory to the difedvaoi- 
tage of others,, as incxciufable evea air 
though founded in tru^h. . Whf n a coq- 
tieition of a particular kind, fubfifiod be- 
tween 
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tween two peopje^ of different fexes, qo« 
body waft more quick thaa Sigoora Sporza 
ia perceiving it; yet flie was never heard 
to give the leaft hint of her knowledge 
qr fttfincion of fuch an intrigue. If 
the parties met openly at her affemblies» 
fbe received them with her ufual polite- 
oeft ; if either of them made her acquaint- 
ed with their intimacy, (he would not fuffer 
them to vifit her afterwards. She never 
would be the confident of a love intrigue; 
hecaufe acceffaries, fhe faid, were as guilty 
as the principals, with far lefs temptation; 
heiide^, {he added, as the loving couple 
generally quarrel afterwards, and fome- 
times go the length of hating each pther, 
part of this hatred may extend to thofe 
who encouraged their connexion. 

Another of this lady's maxims was» that 
nothing (hould ever be told concerning one 
friend of another, particularly to a h\i(^ 
band of his wife, or to a wife of her huf- 
band, which would give them pain to 
know. If what is told is falfe, all the 
world agrees, that the tale-bearer has done 
» a very 
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n very ill thing ; and if it bajppenS to h6 
Irae, in Signora Spor^a's opinion^ a ttiBcli 
Mwrie ; for a maliticms falfelKxkl, (kid fiie, 
xeafes to do harm when the truth comas 
to be known, but the mifchief attKsdkig a 
malicious truth is more durable. J^dovfy, 
whether well or ill founded, £he coi^&lered 
as the greateft plague of fociety; 4 jeal^Hi* 
huiband or wife ihe thought the moft 
odious of all odious animals, and as €acer 
fully to be excluded from good company u 
mad people or cut- throats. She had so 
feruple in declaring ' that, in her opinion, 
the man was devoid of principle who In- 
trigued with any gentlewoman, however 
willing (he might be, before fuch gentle- 
woman was provided with a hufband, or 
at leaft within a very ftxort time of being 
fo: and (he thought that man was very 
little better, who did not take due prec^u^ 
tions to prevent his intercourfe with a wo- 
man of reputation from becoming public^ 
even although the lady was married. 

As Signora Sporza had no favoutibfe 
opinion of Zcluco from her firft acqiiaint- 



* an«c 
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aticc with him, and even ftrongly fu{pede4 
tfa^ oatujre of hisi views on Laura j it will 
ieem ^extraordinary, tiiat flie did not com* 
lauQicate thefe fufpicions to Laura, or to 
^Madame de Seidlits, for both of whom her 
,efteera and afFcQion hourly increafed ;<*— 
^he truth is, it was this very afFedion that 
prcvei^ted her. She expeded to make Ze* 
toco's attachment to Laura, and his influ* 
cnoe 'With the minifter, of fervice to her 
friends in other fchemes which flie medi*- 
Ifttedibr their benefit; but ihe faw plainly, 
irom the avowed principles and undeyiat* 
ing coodud of both the mother and daugh- 
ter, that on the flighted idea of his views 
pa Laura, they would renounce all con- 
nexion with Zeluco, and fpurn at every 
advantage that could attend it. Having a 
very high opinion, therefore, of Laura '^ 
prudence, on which (he relied much, and 
believing in her averfion to the man, on 
which (he relied more, (he permitted him 
quietly to proceed in his fcheme, convinced 
bcxwever that he would be fuccefsful oply 
in promoting her's. 
.. Vol. I. S There 
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There certainly was little delicacy id 
Signora Sporz^'s way of thinking on tbia, 
ind forrte oth^r fubjeds ; and as (he Was of 
a friendly benevolent difpbfition, and pof- 
fefled fome excellent qualities, it is to be 
regretted that they were intermingled 
with any of bafer alloy. 

Our only reafon for defcribing men and " 
women as animals of heterogeneous compo- 
fition, made up of bad as well as good 
materials, is, that we have hitherto always 
found them fo 5 but we fhall be happy to 
delineate uniform and perfedl charadlers 
as foon as we have the good fortune to 
meet their prototypes in nature. There is 
room to fear, however, that they are as 
difEcuh to find as they would be agreeable 
and eafy to defctibe ; and that the race of 
thofe perfe<St beings incapable of weaknefs, 
and invulnerable to vice, who are ever 
armed at all points, and cafed in virtues as 
the knights of chivalry were in mail, has 
intirely failed, as well as that of thofe tre- 
mendous giants, void of every virtue, 
and replete with, every vice, who lived in 

the 
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liic htnt ages j~till tbcfc oppofi te cxtremtSi 
men intirely go6d or completely wicked, 
appear again^ we mufk be contented with 
that mediocrity of charadier which prevaiU» 
and draw mankind a$ we find them, thet 
bed fubje(^ to weaknefFeSi the word imbued 
with fbme good quality. 

In a charader, fuch as that of the perfon 
wbofe ftory we have the unpleafant talk of 
recording, there are, perhaps, fewer good 
qualities than in any other, becaufe cruelty 
was become the bafis of Zeluco's eharader^ 
at lead a total difregard to the feelings of his 
fellow-crealuresy when any intereft or gra* 
tification of his own was in quefllon* 

This difpofition of the mind, we con^ 
ceive, admits of fewer good qualities, and 
is connedted with a greater number of bad, 
than any other of which human nature is 
fufceptible.— Montaigne, indeed, has faid| ' 
/* Nature a (ce crains-je)^ elk meme dt^ 
tacbe a Thomme quelque infiinSi h Vin- 
hutnaniti'^r But it is to be hoped, thit 

* Effais de Montaigne, livre ii, chap. xi. 

S 2 the; 
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the inftind he mentions belongs only to 
devils, and that a difinterefted pleafure in 
the fuflFerings of others exifts not even in 
the mod wicked of human breads. It is 
fufficiently deplorable that any of mankind 
are capable of purfuing what they confider 
as their own intereft, and fometimes in- 
tereft of a very frivolous nature, at the 
expence of extreme mifery to their fellow- 
creatures. The proofs, however, of this 
degree of cruelty need not be drawn from 
the ftories of giants, and records of chi- 
valry; they are frequently found in more 
authentic hiftory, and may be adduced 
from 'the conduft of too many of the heroes 
and great men of antiquity } not to men- 
tion the great men of our own days, whofe 
fentiments and conduct, however different 
from thofe of the former in every other 
refpeft, have a wonderful refemblance to 
their predeceflbrs, in this article of in- 
fenfibility and difregard of the mifery of 
others. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

A perfidious Attempt. 

fi^^ Zeluco now found more frequent 
opportunities than ever of being in 
company with Laura, he continued his affi* 
duities with increafed zeal, and ftrove by 
every means of infihuation with which he 
was acquainted to gain her good opinion ; 
but with all the pains he took and the art 
he ufed, her behaviour to him never 
exceeded the bounds of common pblitenefs, 
and fometimes a kind of politenefs wrhich 
favoured a little of diflike. 

Although few men had lefs tendernefs 
than Zeluco for the felf-love of others, 
none could feel more exqulfitely when 
theijT own was wounded ; he perceived 
Laura's indifference with indignation, and 
would have endured it with ftill more im- 
patience, had he not found a balfam to allevi- 
ate the fmart in the very root from whence 
it fprang. His vanity, while jt made him 
S 3 feel 
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feel the mdiflFerence of Laura, perfuaded 
him that flie was deficient in penetration, 
and did not relifh the graces with which he 
thought himfcif adorned, as women of tafte 
ufually did. " V amour propre^' as Roche- 
foucault finely obferves, ** mpecbe bien qv^ 
ceJui qui 'nous fifltte foit jamais celui qui 
nous jlatte le plus'" It might be thought 
that this mean opinion of Laura's tafte 
would tend to dimjnilh the force of his at- 
tachment to her; but we muft remember 
that Zeluco's love was entirely fenfual : he 
thought Laura's face the moft beaiififul, and 
her perfon the moft piquant, he had ever 
feen. The qualities of her mind he re- 
garded not^ 

The attentive and complaifant manner 
in which Madame de Seidlits always be- 
haved to him convinced him that he en- 
joyed her good opinion ; he perceived alfo, 
that ftie had a tafte for fhow and magnifi- 
cence, and was a little out of countenance 
fometimes on account of the want of! tfao& 
fuperfluities which cuftom has. rendered 
tllmo^ necelfaries ia a icertwn i;aoi: t^ X^% 

On 
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On tills weaknefs he founded an opinion, 
that, with pa'oper management, (he might 
he gradually brought to wink at the .eon- 
nedion he wiflied to form with her daugh-* 
ter ; a piece of complaifance, however 
fliocking, which he had already met with 
in more than one inftance. 

He refolved therefore to begin his horrid 
defign By fixing an pbligation of an im- 
portant nature on her, unknown both to 
her daughter and Signora Sporza : he 
waited on her one forenoon when he knew 
,the two other ladies were abroad ; an4 
preluding what he h^d to propofe with 
piany apologies, he faid, That the high 
efteem he had for her, and the fincere con- 
cern he took in her intereft, had prompted 
him to make fome inquiry into her circum- 
ftarices ; and that he was much grieved to 
find they were fo ill proportioned to her 
merit. '^ As your hulband," continued he, 
<« belonged to another fervice, I find it will 
be difficult to have this remedied by the 
. t)ounty of tl>is court ; but you will oblige 
me infinitdy (efpeciaUy if you will agree 
S 4 to 
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16' keep it a fecret from every other perfbn 
frithout exception), by permiititig me to be 
your banker for an annual fum, tUI fuch 
time at Icaft as your own affairs are better 
arranged/' So faying, he prefented her with 
a note of very confiderable value. 

The blood mounted into Madame de 
Seidlits's face at this propofal, and fhe im- 
mediately replied, with an air of furprife 
and difpleafure, That fhe was forry he 
had taken the trouble of making an in- 
quiry of fuch a nature; that he had re- 
ceived an erroneous account of her affairs, 
which were not in a fituation to juftify her 
in accepting afliftance of that kind from 
any perfon ; but more particularly from 
one wiih whom fhe had no natural con- 
nexion. She added, That flie fhould al- 
ways have a proper fenfe of the obligation 
which, unexpeded and unfojicited on her 
part, he had already conferred on her; but 
' ihe was determined to be exceedingly cau- 
tious of permitting a load to be increafed 
which fhe had already fplt too heavy fof 

her 
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li6r>^o bear without gr^at uncafiaefs. 
Having- ^id thisi ftie withdrew, throwing 
ftich a look at Zeluco as his confcious heart 
interpreted into a fufpicion of his bafede- 
iign.. IJe remained fome time fixed to the 
fpot, and then returned to his own houfe in 
much difturbance of mind. 

He was now convinced that he had made 
a falfe eftimate of the charadler of Madame 
de SeidlitSi .that he had betrayed his fcheme 
on her daughter, and dreaded that he fhould 
be deprived of the pleafure of vifiting her 
any more, without which he felt he could 
enjoy little comfort or repofe. 

After much refledion, and after formipg 
and rejeding various plans to remove the 
efFecJiks of this rafh ftep, and reinftate him- 
felf in the good opinion of Madame de 
Seidlits, he at length fent her the following 
letter: 

" I AM much afraid, my dear Madam, 

that I have offended your delicacy by my 

propofal this morning, which I am now 

.convinced was made in too abrupt a 

manner, owing to my having received fome 

vexatious 
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vexatious news of a donaeftic nature, which 
will oblige me to embark for Meffina with-v 
in a few days. Having little espedation 
of retui;oing to Naples, I grafped too 
eagerly at the happinefs of ferving a per- 
£bn I fo highly efteem, and whom there 19 
reafon to fear I ihall never fee again. I 
hope you will forgive my precipitate zeal ; 
for however juft your reafons may be for 
rejeding the fatisfadion aimed at, I hope 
you will never have any for denying fome 
fliare of your regard to him who is, with 
the higheft efteem, and the warmeft prayer? 
for your happinefs, 

^ Madam, 
•* Your moft obedient, 

^ And moft humble fervant, 
" Zeluco/' 

Although Madame de Seidlits's pride 
had been alarmed by Zeluco's propofal, fhe 
had no fqfpicion that it was didated by any 
bafe motive J and therefore ftie was not 
without uneafincfs even before receiving 
this letter, left flic had behaved with too 

much 
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much loftinefs to a well-meaoingand friend* 
ly man. She became eatircly of this opi* 
niQn the moment ihe perufed the letter; 
her candid mind was filled, with remorfe 
for her own behaviour, and forrow for hi« 
threatened departure. 

She direilljr fenthim a letter, apologizing 
for her behaviour, and entreated him not to 
}eaveN?ifles without feeing her once more* 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

-— Tamcn ad mores natura rccurrit 
Damnatos^ fixa et mutari nefcia. — 

Juv. Sat. xiii. 239, 

"1X7 HEN Signora Sporza and Laura re- 
turned from their airing, Madame 
de Seidlits informed them, that Zeluco had 
paid her a vifit, and that he intended to leave 
Naples. She mentioned this in fuch a 
manner that they naturally thought the fole 
defign of his vifit had been to acquaint her 
\7ith his fudden departure ; this (he did to 
prevent any inquiry concerning the real 
motive of his vifit, whichj in compliance 
with Zeluco's requeft, fhe intended to con- 
ceal. 

Signora Sporza 'was greatly furprifed at 
Zeluco's fudden refblution } it appeared un- 
accountable to her^ who was convinced his 
affedioni centered at Naples, and did 
ppt believe that any bufinefs would appear 

of 
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of fufficient importauce in the eyes of a maa 
of his charadler and fortune, to draw him 
from the place where his afFeftions were 
fixed, 

Laura was uneafy becaufe (he faw her 
mother foj for, independent of that circum- 
ftance, fhe would have been pleafed with 
the departure of a man whofe company 
was difagreeable to hen 

The reader needs not be informed 
that Zeluco had no intention of leaving 
Naples, and that the ftory of vexatious 
news, which obliged him to embark for 
Sicily, was an invention, calculated to re- 
move all fufpicion of his real plan from the 
mind of Madame de Seidlits, and to con- 
vince her, that his propofal could be dic- 
tated by pure benevolence alone j for if, 
previous to making it, he had already 
formed the refolution of quitting Italy, 
with no view of returning for feveral years, 
and little chance of ever feeing her or her 
daughter again, the offer muft have beeu 
well intended, whether (he thought it be- 
frame her to accept it or not* 

But 
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But it tv^g neceflary that he fhouMYeenl 
in carneft before he fent the letter to M a-^ 
dime de Seidlits; therefore he announced 
his intention to the domeftics of hia own 
family^ ordered feveral things to be pre- 
pared and packed up, called in his debtSi 
Ordered inquiry to be made about a proper 
veflel for tranfporting him stnd his fuite. In 
Ihort, he ailed his part fo well, that none 
of his acquaintance, except Signora Spotza, 
had any doubts of his intention. 

When Zeluco received Madame de Seid* 
lits's anfwer to his letter, he began to re* 
fume his old opinions; his mind, habituated 
to hypocrify and deceit, could not enter 
info the natural movements a( an honeft 
heart, apprehenfive of having a<aed unge- 
tieroufly, and throbbing with eagernefs t4 
ftiake reparation ; he imagined her anfweir 
difplaycd an inclination to accept of his 
offer, and thought her ftately behaviour bad • 
been affumed on purpofe to enhance the 
iralue of her future acquiefcence, or per* 
bap4 was a temporary triumph, with which 
the good lady chde to indulge her vanity ; 
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but liavlttg beeii driven to immediate dedi- 
lion by the uncxpcdcd news of hh de- 
parturej fhe Was now ready to capitulate 
on reafonable terms. 

He did not continue long in this way of 
thinking ; for when he waited 6n her the 
following day, and Madame de Seidlits hav- 
ing repeated her apology for the coolnefs 
of her behaviour at their laft interview^ he 
began to hint, though in a diftant way, at 
a renewal of his former propofition ; but 
was immediately ftopt fhort, by her reject- 
ing it with equal firmnefs, though with 
lefs anger than at firft. She added, in the 
moft obliging manner. That fhe had taken 
the liberty of requefting to fee him ; be- 
caufe (he could not bear the thoughts of 
his leaving Naples after fuch a cold inter- 
view as their laft, without expreffing that 
fenfe of gratitude which fhe fhould ever 
retain for his goodnefs to her on a late 
occafion, and without wifhing him a good 
voyage. 

There was fo much virtuous dignity and 
iinaffeded candour and benevolence in the 

whole 
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, whole of her difcourfe and deportment^ as 
overawed his infidious tongue, and checked 
every prefumptuous hope that began to 
fpring up in his breaft. 

At his taking leave, Madame de Seid-* 
lits, with fome degree of folemnity and 

^ fervour, faid, '* Heaven dired you. Sir, 
wherever you go, and blefs you with all 
the profperity and fuccefs which your dif- 
interefted condud and benevolent charader 
deferve/* The confcience of Zeluco fmote 
him at this petition, and he felt a pang 
fliarp as the ftiletto of the Portuguefe. 

Difappointed, humbled, and felf-con- 
demned, in broken accents, and with a 
faultering tongue, he was withdrawing, 
without having the aflurance once to pro- 
nounce the name of Laura, when Signora 
Sporza and that young lady entered the 
room ; even then he was unable to recover 
himfclf fo far as to addrefs them in his 
ufual manner; after bowing to each, with- 
out uttering a word, he hurried out of the 
room. 

His 
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llis a|jitation fpoke more powerfully in 
nis favour with Madame dfe Seidlits, than, 
he could himfelf have done had he beea 
ever fo cool and recolleded 5 that confufion 
which proceeded from difappointment, per- 
fidy, and confcious guih, fhe imputed to 
the fenfibility of a benevolent heart, on be- 
ing feparated from friends, without the hope 
of feeinjg them again for a long time. 

Lauri, without being fo fully convinced 
of its juftice, acquiefced in the cionftrudlion . 
bf her mother. 

Signora Spor2a could not acicount in a 
fatisfadoty manner for the behaviour of 
Zeluco, but fne was too much convinced of 
the felfilhnefs of his difpofition, to believe 
that he could be much affe£ted with any 
thing unconneded with his own perfonal 
intereft or plea fu re. 

He was under the neceflity of continu- 
ing the preparations for his departure for 
fome days ; but on the arrival of the firft 
veflel from Sicily, he pretended that he had 
received letters, informing him that the 
bufmfefs which required his prefence was 

Vol. I. T happily 
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happily and unexpeftedly terminated ; fy 
that his voyage was no longer necefiary.— ^ 
This news he allowed to reach the ladies 
in the common courfe of circulation, fear- 
ing that their delicacy might be hurt by his 
fending a formal meflage to acquaint them 
with it ; as that would imply his thinking 
his motions of more importance to them, 
than they might incline to have be* 
lieved j but on his waiting on them a few 
days after, he was highly pleafed when 
Madame de Seidlits chid him for omitting 
to fend her a pie.ce of intelligence which 
gave her much pleafure* He looked at 
liaura, in hopes of her (hewing marks of 
agreeing with her mother ; but as fhe felt 
differently, flhe feemed. as if fhe had not 
heard what her mother had faid. Signora 
Sporza, looking flily at Zeluco, faid, .** I 
am lefs furprifed than my friend, having aft 
along had a prepofTefTion that fomething 
would occur to prevent this voyage*'* 
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CHAR IXXII. 

^he importance of a Man to himfelf. 

^ ELUdO was now oh a better footing 
than ever with Madame de Seidlits, 
vifited heir more frequently, and became 
more and more enamoured of her daugh- 
ter.- The natural gracefulnefs of her man- 
nerj the lively good fenfe of her conver- 
fation, and the winning fweetdefa of her 
temper, would have attraded the admira- 
tion of every man of fentlment, although 
thefe qualities had been conne6ked with a 
face /md perfon of the common kind. 
Even in the eyes of Zeluco, funk as he 
was in fenfuality and debafed by vice, the 
filial afFedion, the graceful modefty, and 
benevolent heart of this amiable young 
woman, gave additional poignancy to thofe 
external beauties which hitherto he had 
efteemed as all that is valuable in woman. 
T 8 From 
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From the obfervations which Zeluco hz6 
made on the condudt of mankind^ coa* 
firmed by what pafTed within his own 
bread, his opinion was, that Tirtue was 
mere varni(h and pretext ; and whatever 
apparent difintefeftednefs, generofity, or 
felf-denial, there were in the condud; of any 
perfon, that if the whole could be chy- 
Hiically analyzed and reduced to their ori-^ 
ginal elements, felf-intereft would be found 
at the bottom of the crucible; he was, 
befides, of a fufpicious tamper, and con- 
vinced that, for the moft of their adions, 
mankind have fecret reafons very different 
from the oftenfible. If, therefore, the mo- 
tive announced was of a generous or difin- 
terefted nature, he never believed it to be 
the real one, but turned his eyes in fearch 
of a motive where felf-intereft predomi* 
nated% 

'In the prefent cafe, not being able to 

conjedure any advantage that could accrue 

to Laura, from behaving with fo much re- 

ferVe W'tiini (as to difliking tiicbV he 

.thought that impofrible), nbr ahy't^ciftt 

^'''-■y ' * which 
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which Madame de Seidllts could derive 
from rejedling his propofal, efpecially as 
he had annexed no condition to it; h? 
kboured to difcover what x:ould impel two 
women who were not devoid of common 
fenfe to a£t in fuch an irrational nlanner. 
And after much deliberate reflexion, he 
at length imputed the whole of their con- 
duit to a fcheme concerted between the 
mother and daughter, with the aid of Sig- 
nora Sporza, to take advantage of his 
paffion for Laura, and, by aflumed dignity 
in the one and referve in the other, to al- 
lure him into a marriage. 

Replete with this notion, he determined 
to be more fparing in his attentions to 
Laur^, to pay his court with oftentatious 
a0iduity tQ a ypving lady of family and 
confide^:able beai^ty then at Naples; and 
by alarming Madame de Spidlits and Laura 
with jealoufy, and the fear of lofing him 
for ever, induce them both to more com- 
plaifance. 

He a£ted the part he intended fo well, 
ihat within a fhort time it was generally, 
T ^ ' b.eligve4 
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believed at Naples, that a treaty of mar-r 
riagc was on foot between Zeluco and the 
young lady in queftion ; and he took par- 
ticular care that Signora Sporza, aqd her 
two friends, fliould have more reafon than 
others to be convinced of the truth of thi^ 
report. 

In requital for the pains he gave himfelf 
in his new affumed charader, he had the 
vexjition to perceive, that thofe of all his 
acquaintance who took the Jeaft intereft in 
Jiis behaviour, and in the jiews he had cir- 
culated, were precifely the perfons he wifh- 
cd to aflfeO: the moft j that Madame de 
Seidlits and Signor^ Sporza heard and be- 
lieved it with the moft perfect indifFerencet 
and if there was any alteration obfervable in 
the behaviour of Laura, it was that fhe 
feemed a little gayer than formerly* 

Finding that a ftratagem, which he ima- 
gined would have greatly difconcerted the 
fupppfed fcheme of the ladies, and pro- 
duced fomething favourable to his own 
Yiews, had in ti rely failed, he now thought 
^proper to relax in his affiduities to the 
1: i V ' youngf 
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young lady in queftion, and reqew them 
to her whom, for fomc time, he feemed to 
have abandoned. 

He -was the more eager to return to hU 
former fociety at Signora Sporza's, as he 

underftood that Mr. N , the Englifh 

gentleman formerly mentioned, fpent a 
great deal of his time with her, and in the 
company of Madame de Seidlits and 
Laura. He could hardly indeed allow 
himfelf to imagine that any woman who 
had eyes, could prefer this Englifliman to 
himfelf ; yet, recolle<fiing that the taftes of 
women are wonderfully capricious, he felt 
fotne fenfations of jealoufy on hearing of 

the vifits of Mt. N- . Having pre-^ 

pared a plaufible ftory to account for his 
late abfence, and what he thought a mighty 
well-turned apology, he again waited on 
Madame de Seidlits. He had no oppor- 
tunity, however, of pronouncing his apo- 
logy, for as no notice had been taken by 
Laura, or her relations, of his retreat, the 
fyimp iaatteption was paid to his return. 
T^ He 
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He was receiTed as if he had paflcd the 
precediDg erening with them ; SigiKMa 
Sporza (ayiogf juft as he was about to mafca 
his apology, — ^This is lucky enough, as 
N — — cannot be with us; we were in want 
of fomebody to form our party.— Pray, 
Signor, drgw a card. 

Baffled in all his plans of fedu&ion, his 
ufual amufements becoming inGpid^ and 
his former pleafures naufeous, feeling him- 
fclf incapable of any enjoyment out of 
the, company of Laura, the obdurate and 
haughty fpirit of Zeluco was obliged to 
relinquifh every idea of obtaining the ob- 
jcd of his wifhes by, what he called, con- 
queft, and to think of propofing articles of 
union. 

This laft recourfe was the more mortify- 
ing to him, as it was a. favourite maxim of 
his, that no man in his fenfes would ever 
think of entering into the ftate of matri- 
mony, but by the door of wealth, or am- 
bition ; yet impelled by defires which he 
?ould not gratify ppi other terms> he now 

found 
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found himfelf obliged to fue for admiffioa 
into that ftate without the attraSions of 
either wealth or ambition. 

After a long internal ftruggle, he at laft 
waited on the mother of Laura, and with- 
out much ceremony or circumlocution, for 
he had not the lead doubt of fuccefs, he 
acquainted her with his honourable inten- 
tions refpeding her daughter. Few things 
could have been more agreeable to Madame 
de Seidlits than fuch a propofal. , 

During the firft violence of her grief 
and dejection of fpirits on her hufband's 
death, ihe felt the diminution of her for- 
tune as an inconfiderable evil after fo great 
a misfortune ; but now that the fharpnefs 
of her forrow was fomewhat blunted by 
time, fhe began to be more fenfiblp of the 
inconveniences and mortifications attendant 

on narrow circumftances. 

'. ■ ^ . ■,.'.',,•.? ^^"..■ 

Her hufband, like mod Germans, wajj 

' '^ • - ' • ' ' . , - ' ) y^ . " ' ' ^ 

fond of fhow, and had encouraged his 
wife in a more expenfiye ftyle of life than 
he could well afford. She herfelf, in other 
f^lpedts of a very amiable cnafailer, was 

not 
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not without vanity ; (he was dduons that 
her houfe, furniture^ and equipage, fliould 
not only be genteel but fplendid. It is not 
furpriGog* therefore, that the minute oeco- 
nomy which was abfolutely neceflary in 
her prefent circumfiances ihould be highly 
difagreeable to her, even on her own ac- 
count, but ftill more fo on account of her 
fondnefs for Laura, whom {he eagerly 
wiflitd to fee poffeffed of all the elegancies 
of life, and for whofe fmalleft pleafure {he 
was ever ready to facrifice any gratifica- 
tion of her own ; indeed, all her own gra- 
tifications, even thofe of her vanity, were 
more fenfibly enjoyed by her in the perfon 
of her daughter than in her own» 

As Madame de Seidlits forefaw that Lau- 
ra's marriage with Zeluco would probably 
be accompanied with many conveniencies 
to herfelf, would put her beloved daugh- 
ter into that ftate of affluence and fplendor 
l?vhich fo well became her, and as Zeluco 
was a man of whom fhe had a good opi- 
nion, {he heartily rejoiced at the propofal 
which he made. Having therefore in polite 
terms thanked him for his ^ood opinion of 
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her daughter, fhe faid fhe would infordi 
her of his propofals^ and then leave the 
matter to her own decifion. 

** That is all I wifli, Madam/' faid Ze- 
luco. 

•* For,'* continued Madame de Seldlits, 
** Laura's dutiful behaviour gives her a 
claim to the utmofl: indulgence, and her 
excellent underftanding renders it improper 
for me JirongJy to influence, far lefs to 
jcontrol her on fuch an occafion/* 

*' Control!" rejpeated Zeluco; ''have 
you reafon to think your daughter's affec- 
tions are already engaged ?'* 

" I know they are not," faid Madame 
de Seidlits ; " had that been the cafe, I 
fliould have begun by telling you fo/* 

" Then, Madam," faid Zeluco, '' it is 
to be hoped there will be no need of con- 

trol/' 

Madame de Seidlits was not fo fare of 
Uaura's agreeing to Zeluco's propofal as he 
feemed to be, and therefore had fpoken in 
doubtful terms, which he thought unne- 
iceffary, and a little ridiculous. 

Having 
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Having obtarned leave to make his pro* 
pofals to Laura herfelf, he withdrew, fully 
convinced that they would be mod accepta-* 
ble; but fdmewhat abaflied, that to arrive 
at the wilhed-for goal, he was under the 
neceffity of takipg the detcfted road of 
inatrimony. 
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CHAP, xxxni. 

Maternal AffeSHon.-^^Filial Duty. 

T^H AT very evening Madame de Seid- 
lits took occafion to mention Zeluco 
to Laura, in terms agreeable to the good 
opinion ihe had formed of him, and the 
gratitude which flie felt for the good office 
he had done her ; and then added, '^ ihe 
was convinced he would make a good hufr 
band/' 

** Perhaps he might," faid Laura> " to 
a woman who loved him/' 

** A man of generofity and worth muft 
command the efteem of a virtuous woman,'' 
anfwered Madame de Seidlits ; " and that, 
my dear, is often a ftronger pledge of hap- 
pinefs in the married ftate, than the fan- 
taftical notions fome women form of love." 

Alarmed at the fignificant manner with 
ti^hich Madame de Seidlits pronounced this; 
—Laura, looking earneftly at her mother, 

cried. 
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criedy ^ HeaTcns ! what does this mean t 
—has Signor Zcluco— furdy he cannot 
think—" 

** Yes, Laura,** (aid Madame dc Seid- 
lits, ** he thinks of yoa, and you only ;— 
and this day he offered to make yoa mif- 
trefs of his hand and fortune.** 

The blood immediately forfbok Laura's 
face; fhe became as pale as foomj and 
feemed ready to faint. 

^* My deareft child/' exclaimed Madame 
de Seidtits; " what is the matter?" 

** Oh ! mother," faid Laura, in a feeble 
voice, ** will you give me to a man I can- 
not love ? — will you order your Laura — ?** 

** How can you talk fo, child,** faid the 
mother ; " when did I order you ?'* 

•* Alas !*' faid Laura, " is not every in- 
dication of your wifhes obeyed as an order 
by me ?'* 

«* For which rcafon," replied Madame 
de SeidlitR, *' I have no wiflxes but thofc 
which you can with pleafure obey.** 

" It has been the happinefs of my life,*^ 
laid Lauca, ** to obey, — to anticipate your 
vrifhcs, when it was in my power; but can 

you 
3 
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you wiffi me married to a man whom I 
cannot love ? or would you make fuch a 
requital to the perfon who has obliged 
you, as to give him a wife without for- 
tune, and without the lead afFedion, with- 



out even — *' 



" For Heaven's fake, my dear, do not 
talk in that tnanner," interrupted Madame 
de SeidUts ; ** you well know, I can defire 
nothing but what is for your good; but. I 
beg you may hear me calmly, your decifion 
on this matter is of great importance : you 
muft be fenfible of the fad reverfeof fortune 
which has befallen you by the death of 
your father; his rifing profpeds in the 
army, his generous fpirit, and above all 
his love for us both, have accuftomed you 
to a ftyle of life very different from what 
our prefent circumftances can fupport. 
In the mean while, Signor Zeluco, a man 
of a friendly and benevolent charadler, and 
of a vaft fortune, offers you his hand, and 
is ready to refcue you from all the incon- 
veniencies of poverty, and to place you in 
a ftate of affluence which you never before 

e;cpc- 
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experiencBd* But you fey, yoa-^ HOC Ip^e^. . 
him* — ^Wcll» if that contimietbD be tke 
cafe, there it no more to be (aid ; I ihall 
never defire you to give your hand to a man 
whom you cannot love; — but I fear» my 
dear, you are milled by falfe and romantiG 
notions on that head." 

•* Is there any thing unreasonable or 
romantic,'* faid Laura, *' in refuiing my 
hand to a, man who in no degree interefts 
my heart. But you have alluded to the in- 
conveniencies of our prefent confined cir- 
cumftances, — as aflFeding me in a more far^ 
ticular manner. I know not,'* continued 
Laura, " if I underftood my mother 
right ?" 

** The narrownefs of our circumftances 
area fource of unhappinefs to mt^nymr 
account only,'* replied Madame de Seidlits. . 

•* F/x)m this moment then, my A^v 
Mfiidam, let that fource be dried tip,'^ iBid . 
Laura; " for our prefent circumftancC6,C{a*ic.^ 
fimcd- aa they are, give me no up^afi^agfej 
and he iffured, that if you can bear thcTOin 
chterfuUyi all the inconyenienpie^^Ufigd*, ^ 
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iDg them are blifs to me,^iQ aHnparifon 
with afflurace aa the wife of Zcluco." 
• *^Wclli my deareft girl, I have done; 
you hive faid enough,, and more than 
enoiigh ;-— you fliall never again hear him 
mentioned as a lover by me/' 

" My dear mother," cried Laura, with 
tears of affediony ** how can I requite you 
for this goodnels ?" 

" By following the didates of your own 
virtuous heart," faid Madame de Seidlits; 
** be you happy, my dear child, and I am 
contented." 

" I am happy !'* exclaimed Laura, throw- 
ing her arms around her mother's neck ; 
" how can I be but happy while 1 am 
bleffed with fuch a parent ?'* 

Madame de Seidlits then informed her 
daughter, that Zeluco had defired to have 
an audience of her by himfelf, in which 
he would make his propofals} which (he 
had agreed to. 

Laura begged with earneftnefs, that her 
mother would take on herfelf the office of 
acquainting T^luco with her determined 

Vol. L U fenti- 
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fentiment8« But Madame de Seidttts urged 
her promife, and that Zeluco might con^ 
fider himfelf as difrefpedfuUy. ufed, add-- 
ingt \^ith a fmile» Yoo muft allow me, my 
dear, to carry one point in this negotiatioiu 
Laura acquiefced, and -next morning 
muttered up all her refolutioa for a fcene 
which fhe thought on with a good deal of 
uneafinefs. 
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GHAP. XXXIV* 

6) on.croit aimer fa maitrefle pour Tamour d'elld on 
eft bien trompe* Rochefoucault, 

7ELUCO called at Madame de Seid^ 
Kts's the day Allowing : after he bad 
tvaijteda few tniautes aloue, Laura entered, 
the rQom pale, ^nd in evuknt emotion, 
>yit^out; looi;ing hxm in the face, pointed 
to^ a cbai^, ^qi^ deiired hin^ to be feated^ 
jjl^jQir^g l^erfelf ^t the fame time at a re-» 
ijpen^ful ^^^^ance^ 

*' No doubt," faid he, *^ your mother 
h^s informed ypu, Madam, of the fenti-2 
men^s with which your b?auty and raerif 
hf^ve infp^yex^ me, and with the purport of 
thisvilfit/^ ' • 

" She has, Sir,*' faid Laura, •* and I am 
ffpfible of the Jionour your good opinion 
does pije ; the obligation you conferred on 
my mother demands, and has my warmeft 
gratitude j — but — '[ 

U 9 Zeluco, 
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Zcluco, conftruing Laura's confufion id" 
his own favour, ftepped acrofs the room, 
feized her (hrinking hand, and exclaimed^ 
" Talk not of gratitude for trifles, my 
whole fortune is now at your difpofal ; and 
you will, I hope, name an early day that 
the rites of the church may unite us for 

ever. 

< 

, The fecufity implied in this abrupt ad- 
drefs offended the delicacy and roufed the 
fpirits of Laura ; ihe difetigaged her h^nd, 
and throwing an indignant look at Zeluco, 
faid, ** Carry your fortune, Sir, to ibme 
woman more defitous and more defenrtng 
cf it { I have claim to fhare it with you on 

^lifiither account/' 

Zeluco, furprifed and piqued at her man* 
ner, anfwered, ** I am fotry you feem of- 
fended. Madam; I hope there is nothing in 
the propofal I have made to hurt your pride/' 

^ ^/ Without giving grounds for an accu- 

fation of pride,** replied Laura, " I may 

, be furprifed at being prefled to fix a day for 

a purpole I never agreed to, and never 

rftAil/V ' ^'\ 

*' I under- 
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** i underftoody Madam, that your mo- 
ther had been fo obliging as to explain my 
fentiments and plead my caufe; having 
her approbation, I flattered myfelf I (hould 
have yours, and that you would be willing 
10 abi:idge unneceflary delay, 

'* My mother, Sir, has a warm and 
grateful heart, and is penetrated with a 
ienfe of your fervices on a late occaflon ; I 
I^pe I alfo have becoming fentiments on 
that head, of which the bed proof I can 
give, b by afluring you at once, that it 
Is not in my power to repay the partiality 
yOB exprcfe for me in the manner you de- 
fire. I hope, therefore, you will here ter- 
minate a purfuit which mufl be vain, and 
- is fo little worth yoiir while," 

** I was informed, Madam,'** faid Zeluco, 
^^ that your heart was difengaged.'* 

*'- You were informed rightly," faid Laura. 

•* What then are your oijeilms to me ?'* 
fA?d he. 

*• Since the re^fons which determine 

' pieJ'V f^^4 1-aur», '^ fpem valid to thofe to 

U3 whom 
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whom I think inyfelf accountable, I muft 
be excufecl froiu au eiplanatioa to any 
other peffon/' 

The pofCbility of his honourable prd- 
pofals being rejeSed, had never once en-? 
tered into the contemplation of Zeluco ; on 
.'the contrary, he' was convinced that all her 
former refcrve was affumed for no oth6r 
Ipurpofe but to allure him to this point; oh 
finding them refufed in fo decided 'a mari- 
ner, his heart fwdled with anger, 'which 
he could with difficulty fupprefs. 

Laura, perceiving the ftruggle, added, 
^* I do not mean to offend you. Sir ; butl 
. think it my duty, on fuch an ocdfion, to 
affure you, that my determination is un- 
alterable. I fincerely wifli you happinefs 
-with a more deferving woman." 

*^ You are infinitely obliging, Madam," 
faid he, his eyes flafliing with rage. 

*' I muft beg to be excufed from attend- 
ng you any longer," faid fhe, retiring with 
bmc degree of precipitation. 

She was no fooner gone, than Zefuco 
^ruck his clenched fift twice, with frantic 

violence, 
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vfelence, X>n his forehead, and ruflied out 
of the houfc, before Madame de Seidlife, 
who meant to have waited on him, had 
time to reach the room. 

The grateful heart bf this well-difpofed 
lady was hurt when fhe underftoqd that 
Zeluco had left, her houfe in fo much dif- 
pleafure ; and even after hearing her daugh- 
ter's account of the Icene which had paffed 
between them, fhe thought that Laura 
ought to have foftened her refufal, and 
bore more calmly thofe figns of vexation 
and difappointment which Zeluco had dif- 
played ; ** Which, after all, my dear,** 
iadded Madame de SeidlitiSj^ *^ are proofs of 
his loye.** ^ 

** They might have been miftaken for 
marks of hatred," faid Laura, " and could 
not have been more difagreeable to meh^4 
V I known them to be really fuch/' 

When TiducQ returned to bisawn houfe, 
lie poured out 2^ thoufand execrations 
againft the fex in general, and the pride 
and folly of Laura in particular ; abufed 

y 4 ^u' 
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bk fervants^ ^nd dUplayod maig^ of tliofir* 
ndicalous extravagaoces, which wcundc4 
"^fiity and difappointmeoc prompt tncn of 
peevi(h and paflionate tempers to exhibit* 
fent after having fworn, raged, flamped» 
bounced and blafphemed for two hours to- 
gether, he recolleded at laft, what was 
very obvious^from the firft, that thefe ex- 
travagances would not bring him nearer 
his objed; the fermentation excited by this 
unexpected difappointment fettled in a 
gloomy refervei during which he avoided 
fociety, and pafled great part of his time 
in meditating fome fcheme for getting Laura 
into his power, that he might at once fa- 
tisfy his defires and his revenge. 

He once thought of cauiing her to be 

feized, forced aboard a veffel, and of paiBing 

over with her to Tunis. And he had fome 

* converfatioh with a bold enterprifing fel- 

, ]ow, who commanded a trading veffel, then 

at Naples, was well acquainted with the 

Barbary coaft, and had lived a confideraWe 

time at Tunis j this man," ZelUCo had firft 

become acquainted with at Palermo, apd 

I ... . had 
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lia4 Ipfeeo grear pkftfufie in ^i^^ 
*4tent.u«e8*: H« Cqiit for bim qb the prcfea; 
|)ifGaGofi, ^x^% . fi^tii^ a cafe from wh4<;l|. 
the fegman caul4 not gu^fs at the fchetq^ 
he m^itatedt he fouaded him with refpeA 
to the pra^cabllity of fome fuch pjaot 

But while his mind was agitated with 
this vlllanous projed:, he occanooally vi- 
fited Miaulame de Seidlits, who^ by the com-^ 
placency of her behaviour to him^ cndea* 
voured, as much as lay in her power, to 
compenfate for th^t of Laura, which {he 
could not help thinking had been too harfh 
to a perfon who had conducted himfelf in 
fo obliging a manner to them both. And 
flie made no fcruple of declaring to him, 
that fhe would have been better pleafed 
t)iat Laura had liftened more favourably 
to his fuit J which poffibly might" be 
the cafe at fon^e future period. She ad- 
j?!ifed him, however, not to urge her far- 
ther at prefent j' adding, That ihe flioiild 
acquaint him as foon as fhe perceived any 
chapge io the fentiments of Laura in his 
favour.^ ' 
. : . ' ^^^ 
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This difeoorfe of Madame de Seidfits 
tended to turn the mind of Zcluco from 
tbe mad and vindidite projeds ^ith v^hith 
it was occupied, the difficulties and dan- 
ger of which alfo became more apparent to 
himfelf as hci cooled. 

But dill feeling himfelf in an awkward 
and mortified fituation, and unable to fup* 
prefs the over-boilings of wrath and indig* 
nation at the fight of Laura, he determined 
on making another tour through Italy, and 
perhaps through France, in the hopes that 
a variety of objeds would diffipate his vex- 
ration from the confiant contemplation of 
one. When he arrived at Rome, he en- 
deavoured to extinguifh a paffion which 
gave him unremitting pain, by plunging 
into that current of diflipation and de- 
bauchery from which he had of late ab- 
ilained. This expedient had no better ef- 
ftGt than his rage, execrations, and blaf- 
phemy had formerly produced. Invited to 
every fplendid affembly and magnificent 
entertainment, indulging every gratification 
of fenfci htfeemed to be paffing his days in 

4 joy* 
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Joy, afnd his nfghts ih pleafu^-e; but wis 
in reality the vidim of chagrin and'Iof dif- 
]g;uft. His paffidn appeated to gain frefh 
force from the efforts made to fubdue it j 
anjd the lovely form of the virtuous Laura, 
ever prefent in his mind, obfcured even in 
his vitiated imagination all the allurements 
of thofe meretricious charms by which he 
endeavoured to eflFace it. 

Unable to purfue his original plan, or 
to fupport^a longer abfencfe from Lajira, 
after pouring out a frefli torrent of exc- 
crationiB againft her, he fent an apology to 

the Cardinal B-' , with whom he was 

engaged to dine, ordered poft-horfcs, and 
returned to Naples with the rapidity of a 
courier. 

Madame de Seidlits received him with 
hier ufual politenefs, but gave no hint of 
any change of fehtiment on the part of 
Laura. He had the additional mortification, 
in a (hort time, to find, that though the 
jnother feldom allowed herfelf to be denied 
when he called, yet it, frequently happened 

that 
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tbat laara did not appear duriog the wkde 
of his vifit. 

While 2>Iuco'8 aim was fcdudioo, all 
that he bad expelled from SIgDora Sporza 
was conniTance ; when he was afterwards 
driven to the refolution of making prc^x>- 
iais of marriage) he confidered her media- 
tion as unneceflary» being fully convinced 
that his terms would be accepted as foon 
as made. Difappointed in both his plans, 
and exceffively galled at Laura's not ap- 
pearing when he vifited her mother, he 
again had recourfe to Signora Sporza> fjpoke 
highly of his admiration of her youn|^ 
friend^ and ended a very pathetic harangue, 
by fwearing. That his paflioji was, and had 
ever been, of the purefl and mod honour* 
able nature. 

** Of what other could it be, Signor ?'' faid 
ihe. ** Cotild any body fufpeft you wicked 
enough to attempt an afFarr of gallantry 
with a woman of birth, who is unmarried?" 

He agreed that nothing could be more 
^horrid than fuch an attempt ; but that he 
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Itad offered her his hand and fortune ' in 
tl^e moft rcfpedful manner, which, to his 
gi^at furprife and vexation, (he had rejeded, 
** It is natural,** replied Signora Sporza, 
** that you fhould be vexed on fuch an oc- 
cafion ; but there are fo many inftances of 
women refufing men who offer to marry 
them, that I fee no reafon for your being 
greatly furprifed.'* It was with difficulty 
that Zeluco could conceal the anger which 
glowed in his breaft at this obfervation of 
Signora Sporza ; after a fhort paufe, how- 
ever, he faid, There was reafon to fear 
that Laura had conceived a prejudice againO: 
' him ; and entreated of Signora Sporza, with 
whom he knew that Laura was quite con- 
fidential, to advife him what was the beft 
method of removing this prejudice, ind 
rendering her more favourable to his wiflies* 
"^' 1 know of no qualities,^' replied Sigtiora 
Sporza, ** by which a man has a greater 
chance of making a favourable impre^Hion 
on the mind of Laura, than by fincerity, 
good temper; and benevolence ; arid were I 
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tq offer an. advice, it Tjould^be, thatyou 
fliould rely on. thefe, aqd;tliefc only*'* 

Although Signora Sporza pronounced 
tjiis with a ferious countenance, the irony 
did not efcape the obfervation of Zeluco ^ 
without feemiog to take notice of it, he 
kid it up in his memory, and thanked her 
for her good counfel ; adding, That he was. 
forry to perceive that Laura feldom ap- 
peared when he vifited Madame de Seidlits } 
that probably this happened from her fuf- 
pefting that he would renew his fuit ; he 
begged that Signora Sporza would affure' 
her, that he intended not to teafe her with- 
folicitations ; but that he earneflly wifhed 
for the happinefs of being received by Ma- 
dame de Seidlits on the general footing of 
a friend : which he could not think was the 
cafe, when any of her family thought tbem- 
felves obliged to \>q ^bfeni when he vifited 
her. 

Signora Sporza was fo pleafed with tbft 
apparent reafonablenefs and humility of 
this requeft, that the rancour ^nd indigna- 
tjon which lurked in the breaft of him who 

made 
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made. ijC^^ entlrelf^ eluded her notice* Shc: 
{)roI^ifedtQa(U|!0t»int,hl^. fjie^^ whajC. 

he; had faid; and the' following dayrf<}n&i 
Zelucp^an ioyitation tp meet them bpjLh ajt, 
l^ei: houfe. 

MadMi^e:de,iSkidUta joined withSignoia: 
3fpr2diia reprefentlng to Lauras that the^i 
waa.na niceffity for her behaving with; pe- 
culiar referve to Zeluco after the declaraiioa. 
])e had made ;, and fhe agreed to bQha^.e aia^ 
they required, without afguing the point; 
although fhe would have been infinitely 
better pleafed to have kept herfelf fecluded 
from the company of Zeluco. 

Zeluco now had frequent opportunities of 
being in company with the object of his 
wiflies. He paffed whole evenings with 
the mother and daughter, attentively ftudied 
the charaders of both, and endeavoured to 
adapt his behaviour, and every fentiment 
he uttered, to what he thought would pleafe 
them moft; and notwithftanding the re* 
flraint to which this obliged him to Aibmit, 
he had, on the whole, a fenfation in their 

company 
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company more agreeable than in any o&ef 
fbciety bowerer jovial or Tolaptuous. And 
had not bis own charader been intrinfically 
TiciouSy the continuation of the (elf-com- 
mand he was thus obliged to aflume, and 
the efforts he made to pleafe» mighty per- 
haps have effeded a favourable change in 
his own dirpofition« For nothing is more*' 
powerful in alluring the heart of man to'' 
iri rtucy than the ibciety of amiaUe^ aoccmH 
pltflied} and virtuous women* 
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Concilia. p- ." Virg. 

T.J^is already remarked, tpat a portion 
" of. vanity formed part or the cnara£ier 
of Mkidame de Seldlits, and fbraetimes ob* 
fcured the luftre x)f ner' beft -qualitieai 
fhe was apt too frequently in .converfation 
to introduce the names of perfons of very 
tigh rank, vrix)^ whom her hufband had 
been uatiraate.in .O^rmany^^j^d ysrho-ha4 
OGcafionally vifited iher, when,.fl>e refided 
in that country. She paid a mit^itg atten-. 
tion to the ornj^n^cnts of her peribn, and 
fometimes adqptei^a ftyle of drefs which 
fuited her better at an. earlier period of her 
life. Having been diftinguifhed for beauty 
in her youth, of, which there were fome 
remains, fhe feemed more pleafed with the 
(hare which flie f^l retained, than fenfible 
Vol. I. X that 
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that fiurihe laicer {nrtion wm flpd. Thb 
erirar in calcuIatiOA foaoj, woii^ep., f«U intcf 
^bp Imvc sot the j;ood-qiialimM^|^ M^ 
^Ume deScidfits to dompieniate it^fpp Wf 
general deportse&t wa» geot^l anj.e^e* 
gaiit, her temper eheetfiii zaA-tom^susa^t, 
her difpoAtioo bepevokm aad ge«en>u8. 

a Zelnco tMtrwti a.d^b o£ 

lod foUStf, o£ underftaodtagv 

thought ilka)rap3txb}e widi^hec- 

» Terj itficommoQ at hei; ^ige^. 

irfned to an ielegant,i^nipllciti): <;>f 

iazDQtt, and a tots^l want oC ^e^httipoy 

cquaSy uneommoa ; crer seady to i-em^rkc 

and fond 6f difpIa]rUi£^ the aecom{diik<' 

Aients of others, ihe^jf^cmed infen^^Ie of 

&ofe widi Which ihe her&tf was fo erni* 

aendy adorned. 

No daught^ cyer had t ftronger Jeafe 
dian Laura of what flie owed to her mothers 
i^e afediooate cftre >ad foltcitude ^(b 
v^hich Madame 4^ Seidlits had watched 
ever her infancyi and th$ unceafing atten't. 
tion fixe beftowed oa her throiigh .Kfe>> 
iirerei ia the mmd of this young lady; 

obliga* 
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the w«d^i!b^ tbtxre ^ehtltndtd^i >^ar 

xsOieti a tctecdi^dr ^eaS^d^ s-ana^F-ihie 

^ dnr-fi^tked, ^ cofild not help feelfd^'k 
temponty'&iSkt td that perfon. As bf^ 
M aiiy of the little falfingi abo^e enuime^ 
»^ed4)eg«fi to make their appeafandC) fh^ 
feodinfvouredi with all the addreifi Id Her 
power, to tiirn awtj the attention of thd 
company, and with thdts, die woiitd h4v$ 
been glad had it been in her po^er tb Have 
turned away her own. 
'But it was her hap 
and her delight to d 
and good quality tha 
ther. Eaiy even to 

comnfon forms of ir 

..■'"■•'• • •' - - . ■ ■ - , , 

|arde^ Herfelf) (he had a jealous renfibi* 
; ' X $j lity 
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jity of the fmaUeft n^le^ or want of ^^ 
,t«Qtioat%^ motl^r.i r\ .' « 

- Zehico remarked this' pcciiliisirity in the 
•chataCter of • Laura i he hw that t&*com- 
ptiments^^ fometitnes Ventured to\pay to 
hcofdfwffe always heard with indifieVence, 
and fomfctfthes tvith dtfguft, while every 
joft an* wdl-founde* compliment- paid to 
4ier motlier^ feemed to give pleafure to-the 
/daughter:, declining, therefore, thebeaien 
road of infinuation, he tried to gain accefs 
to the heart of the one by^ the praifes he 
beftowed on tlie other. "• ' '• : : 

It behoved him, however, to be on his 
guard, in what manqer, ancT on what occa- 
fion, he rilKed his compliments; it ^ 'was 
necelfdry that they fliould feem at once 
juft and a-propos. *]Ple once miftook his 
aim fo Farias' to compliincht Madame de 
Seidlits for -^a -'qiiality fiie certainly did^ not 
poflcfs, and' ivas inftantly warned oJT'feis 
error by faciei gtabce of indignation from 
the expreffive eye of 'Laura, as prevented 
\{\% ever re^:eating it^ ' '^ 

But 



- ->T- 
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But as often as, on proper bccaflons, hS 
remarked with juflice and deKeaey on the 
good and amiable quiWties that r«Z$^ belong- 
cdto Mada«ne de S^idlits, v^hich he fre-* 
qaently did with equal penetration andad^ 
drefs, it was evident that Laura liftened 
with looks of more complacency than &e 
ever difplaycd when he fpcdce on any othet 
fubjed. He acquired by iliidy and ufd 
ftich a mafterly manner of dwelling on thi^ 
favourite theme, that Laura's' a verfion be- 
gan to diminilh ; and fhe could not helfj 
feeling fentim^nts of approbation and 
good- will to the pferfon who furniftied her 
with fo fweet a ibui^ce of enjoyment. 

This alteration in the fentiments of 
Laura was obferved with more pleafure by 
her mother than by Signora Sporza, whofe 
efteem for t/aura and her difllke o£ Ze^ 
iuco had increafed with her acquaintance 
with both. Her diflike of the latter, how^* 
ever, did not proceed entirely from her 
own penetration; (he had received fuch dii 
account of him from a female correfpondent 
at Palermo, as confirmed and greatly augfc ^ 
X 3 mcnted 
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J»lff»t^^^gWi)i-^w»?« and nwd* 

:llMJb#§lk^^fJhff77ltllilfilri«fy;i«Oi^^ 

^lOcli ati a^itni^?' ^ir&ei^fcdhVineed 
tfiif^ befmcQtiooingf her feiitittient» ofi Ala 
liiSjedl to the mother o\ 
pretieat their ever again 
nexioa with Zeluco, t 
fiTent ;- at the fame time 
fhould be fiece0«ryt to : 
time, ^ 

/B|it. although Signora Sporja concealed 

fronii jMadi^ne de Scidlit* j||id her ^^vgUtcf 

t)»c, fpiw^n ihe had of 55eluco, h«: |»al 

Ifatjipepl^ wer^ detejaed by the jcflojus 

. iindfp^ii^auog eyes of th^ lwpft^« 

.?*ft>^«}^c|WrmF» oo fcadgse^ which i^i^ 

^<^(S'?%»ll> tff. .<»»ceal fifom t|ie pgrfoft^wiic* 

, m tlpsrioynfl^ <^ it, M f io^ept hatred : , a mor 

. idcnte<98e|](t ia the aft of di^ulatuM tn^jf 

Impofe on thoie. foar whom l«B<^i»'ciiQ 

efteem, or whom be eyen holds in coa« 

teaipt; ancT, if be has an intere(b in lu 

vay j^erfuade them that he has a high re- 

fpea 
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fydSt or e^th ii<»cratfon3fbr Ihcinj^ flffs, 
id (bme fbeafurey teoMiRs f»r ib ttafty 
people of the htgheft riiik bdiflg igfionut 
oC the traofftte tt vhMi'tl«B|r%iiee|UiDiMl|. 

i'or the incUcatioQ* of ocntempt fr« e«fij^ 
jeftratned^ and thofe of admiration a« ^(ily 
aflbnded ; but it requiires the jfovcfs 'Of a 
finiflied hypocrite to hyl^ hatred 9f ayevGop. 
Such ftrong feelings it is difficult to con- 
trol, and prevent their difcovering them- 
felves by fojne involuntary appe^ran^e in 
the countenance or manner. It is no{ fur- 
prifing, therefore, that Zeluco became fully 
convinced that Signora ^porza had a very 
unfavourable \^\nioa of him, and vvas 
averfe to hifc eVef^ fuccceding with Laura*. 
The rancour which gathered in lus breaft 
oa this difcovery,- was of the moK! deadly 
kfiul ; but he end^voured to hide ie^^he 
Should Bnd a proper dtcafion ^ gttiiig'' it 
vent; mi beings iiot<«itb(lim4)(igf hit* ^f 
, a better diftrmblM thani%giioqi>9pot«a}liie 
iB3V a te^ ti«ie fiiccwded: ii u> eloqm» 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ z EjL u:c:a: 

:;. : ; -C «i A p; ' »XXVI. 

full oft by holy feet our groynd was trod. 
Of clerks good plenty here you mote efpy. 
A little, round, fet, oily man of God, 
Was one I chiefly mark ^i among the fry 2 
He had a roguifh twinkle in his ey^. 
And {hone all glittering with ungodly deWy 
If a tight damfel chauncM to trippen by j 
Which when obferv'd, he ihrunk into his mew, 
And ftraight i^ould recolledl bis piety anew, 

Thomson, 

A LTHOUGH Zeluco perceived with, 
pleafure the change which had taken 
place' in Laura's behaviour to him, he did 
not chufe to rely entirely on his own ad- 
drefs; liut as he now believed that he had 
lib aid to fexpcQ: from Signora Sporza, he 
refolved to fefek other allies, and evew at- 
femptfed'tb draw thtm from the chiircb it- 
felf ; a qtiarter in ^/frhich one wouM think 
he had little intereft. 

Father Mulo was an ecclefiaftic, more 
jreniwkjibli; for th^ I'Jgxdity of his manners 

ftn4 
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and t)pnTions, than- the depth of his inteU 
Jeds*— Father Pedro was a monk of a dif^ 
ferent orderf indulgent in his difpofition, 
agreeable? iftc^ovs^rfation* niilurally ftirewdf 
aqd what piety he poflfeffed was far from 
being of a morofekind. He had adopted 
jbe ecclefiaftical profeffion from oeceffity 
not incliaadon, and he endeavoured to af« 
fume an air of gravity and felf-denial, which 
was equally difcordant with the turn o^his 
riiind, the rotundity of his perfon, and to 
his rofy complexion, all of which announced 
him Epicuri de grege porcus. The warmth 
of Father Pedro's conftltution had forn^erly 
drawn him into fonie fcrapes from which 
it required all his addrefs to difengage him? 
felf,and rendered him eKceedingly cautious 
<?yer after. He had behaved with peculiar 
qiriCumfpe£tion ever fiuce he had ^been at 
Nap)e?^ and being a man of more under- 
flapdiftg than mod of hi$ brethiren, he was 
choftn l?y Signora Sporza as hei* father con- 
fefTor, and through her recommendation 
he now a^ed in the fapie. capacity to her 
%Yfo friends, in preference to Father Mulq, 

who 
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mho wai dieir rcktioo; Hb-«^ort f&iak^ 
Father Pedro, wiiofe mxoMun werfr g«od» 
«id ui6auatiqg» gatooi the jCMke CMfi* 
deuce of Madame 4e 8ei<^tiu aiid' vaa^rt- 
ther well tbougltf 4>f by Ji^ daugbiiBri Ei- 
ther Mulo was by bo roeaos pleaft^ with 
tbeehokehis rekttons had mndf^^j^ ^% 
they behared to htm in all odicr reSpe&t 
with much deference and attenttoni, no open 
breach todc place between the Father an4 
any of them on this account. ' - 

Zeluco having informed himfelf 6t the 
chara^er of thofe two monies, andlnowing 
tfieir connexion with Madame dt^ScidlitSt 
he thought it migfa^i-be oi xmpbrttocrco 
gain them to his iiftereft: '^ . : ^ \ 

He began with Father tedro, whofe fa* 
Tour he endeavoured to acqi4re by all the 
addrefs and powers of infinuation he was 
mafte^ of, fet ting out by chuiin^ ]^\%[f?^ 
his g;ho(lly father ; and to the jgeotte j)|:gi* 
nance which he enj(nne(i for the y^^ 
faults which Zelucp tbiO!]jg;bt it ^ip^^fg^ 
c^nfefs,, he frec^iiemly^po^^^ 
fclfam^ia i»,raoney^jfy^w^^.^^^^ 

into 
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|bli> tiie^ttdr of theFatfacE, to he af^Sod 
jrfr-v^aitrrer fmns ufe he thought proper. 
- l^iv^idttviiiUron the^partof Sielacognvc 
-peitt fetbfiiaktfi m tiihet Pcdrt, >*Ijo hot 
-iftflly receWe* Mi ViiJts with pleafure at hii 
^oHVeat, Init more frequently waited upon 
Bim ht Zeluco's honfe. 

After *^a j^retty free repaft, during which 
ttie Father 'dtrpTayed much good humoqr 
9Dd jovialnefsy Zeluca feizin^ what he 
thought a lucky moment^ informed him of 
his {Mifldon for La!ira« 

, This ghoftly Father affuredly had fttnt 
imagij^df that the 6i4dcn veneration whiph 
Zeluoo profefled for hiio, proceeded either 
from an admiraiion of his charader or 
countenance ; on the contrary^'hc had all 
along fufpeQed its real fource. He was not 
a man of vejfy great delicacy of feniiment, 
and certainly was not troubled with preju- 
diced oF a luperftitious nature; yet there 
werib occaiibns on which he thought it ex- 
pedJcnt'td affc4l ^ much\terror foi-' the 
Bdfns of' Satan as ^I»y^ WoAer Mulo was 
'-' fWliy tfajjireifta with. \2fc1iii;o had lio fooner - 
"'^ 13 mentioned 
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meotioncd his pa^lon for Laura, than tb^ 
Monk flarted 9s if a cuWcria had uocxpedl-* 
edl^r. exploded at his ear, , difplajring^ as 
much aftonifhment and horror ia.his coua«^ 
tenance, as if the devil had appeared before 
him in full uniform, with his cloven feet, 
longed tailj and largefl pair of horns; 

** .What is the matter with you, mj good 
Father ?'' faid Zeluco ; ** do you perceive 
any thing unnatural or extraordinary in my 
defiring to be united in holy wedlock with 
a virtuous and beautiful young lady ?*' 

The Father, although he had long per- 
ceived Zeluco's fondoefs for Laura, had ne- 
ver heard of his propofing marriage to her, 
nor had he any idea that fuch Was' his in-^ 
tention. When Zeluco mentioned his love, 
the Father took it for granted that he was 
about to requeft his aid on a different fyf- 
tem ; but finding that he really intended ^ 
narriage, the Monk began to imagine that 
le bad played off his pantomime ztlitile 
nadvertently, and was at a-* lofs^ how to 
[ive a plaufible account of his^wn affedled 
urprife ; he endeavoured lo^olqur iii how* ; 

ever^ 
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wer, as well is he c6n\<i] by faying, "fliai 
as hi* -bfifitffeft'' ^hH 'Zifeluco was of a " fpi- 
rinij[l^na(«0(fcp'ha could not 'help being xcrf 
tomh fttrprifed atthe-mteWlofc of a thing fo 
diflBereat'from what he ^» actuftomcd- to 
Kave atsyvcOQcevn to. • " , 

"I d04iutli% hope, my worthy Fathdh*' 
laid Zeloco,- ** that you will'.think yo{iTiave 
a- natural concern itt'tW«, ^3 Ican'aifurc 
you my happinefs not paly in this wofld, 
but very poffibly in the next,- depends oa 
my being able to preyail onthiis ybuttg^lirdl'^ 
to accept of my hand; for my heart fs fo 
fixed upon her, that I do not know what 
fiefperate meafqres I may be drove to i^ihe 
continues obftinately to refufe me."' .'"" 

The Monk feemed to foften by degree^; 
Zeluco gave him a full account of theprol 
pofals he had made, the fettlements he had 
offered, Laura's unaccountable obftioacy ; 
concluding by informing the MonJc, that 
he.hajj J^id apairt a fum of money which, 
inicafe pf fiicQcfe in his honourable pro- 
poials,: be -would, requeft the Father to ac- 

cept. 
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CBp^ ind appropriate to wlMrter pim 
or nfefitl pnrpofe he tlioaglic aaoft ttip6di^ 
eM| .btito&ty« ekprds €Qto^kiii:» that it 
ilibidd retama «o cto-lkffiiig ^ftcret to att 
die reft of the ^forld ; *< becauiei'^ added 



he, ^' I win ufe my influence out o^/nj^jo^f^ 
ihip ti ^ ondlj, firom the xegan^ i 

have i : de Seidlits 9nd tbp jiowi^ 

lady I 5 fo jg^erverfcty pppofe$ het 

OWo faappitiefs i and laftly, . and abot9 aU^ 
I will ufe my interefl: in your favour fot]!^ 
fake of religion and the pooc, aft bqtU.Qlt^^ 
be benefited by the fuccefs of your hoQc^c^) 
able views,'* ^. 

This Eccle(iaftic> partly firon^ ptobity a^ct 
pArtly from prudence^ Would have t^e£ted 
a bf ibfl to affift in any projeft which he 

ihoughl 
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dfO^A^plf i^ ^}k^H ^Amkii to ha ifcll, 

promote without miy bri^ic at ^L 

SoidUtt^ or htr dtcm^htefi had & %tQAn 
mteotiDo of ftandiog out agstinft a/S^tcil 
t^hich he thought fo adv^iuageous for botki 
He ioitputed their refufal to afFe^tioa^ ca* 
ptice#'; or a Itefire of indalgiiig a few femi*< 
nine aira^ and he had a meaner opink)^ of 
Zduco's underftanding# on account of &ia 
bdifitg in dua manner the du|>e of a liitle 
fehale va&ity* 

And fo impatieot was he, that the j^r 
ihoiild reap the fruita of Zeluco's fro^' 
mifed liberality, that the firft time he 
fouAd Madame de Sddlits alone, he ex^ 
f>refled much furprife that (he had nev6r 
tcAd him of Zeluco*a addrefiea/^tb her 
&iughter. ( 

^ Madame de SeidTrta replied. That afte^ 
Lam-a had given her negative, fhe thou|;hc 
ii^hti not t^^m^ntioil a fabjeA whi«h' 



% 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



jj5 Z E D tf.CiOv 

Height be difagirceahle to 6i|gppr, 2^\\$c^ 
an<J was fo focaga to thofe ia ffliich tb^ 
f athor was ufudly*em ployed w r.^L'-' 
' ^':it is true>'' replied Pfe4^o,^" I,^ni 
principally interefted in y(mf fpiHtnal con- 
terns, but by no ndfcatis ia^Semat to the 
temfi6rat welfare of your family;- ^'' 

Madame de Seidlita tlien informed hinx 
6f all the particnlars. 

' •*,! have facH *ktl dpitliori 6f'Signor4 
taura's filial ^uiy^itid 'affeaion,^' faid Pe- 
dro, '' that I'ani feonvincd^; 'ff you were 
to prefs this matter earneftly upoii her, fhe 
would confeirt.** '"' . ' ' ; 

•' It is not impoflible but The might^"^ 
faid Madame deSeidlits, *^ for which rea- 
fon-I fhall be pitrticularly -eareftir not td 

prefs her.'* '.,,,* 

leather Pedro ctprefled aftdniftiment at 
he/ taking fo little concern in an affair of 
fuch /importance to her daughter's happi- 

nefs. 

*' It is becaufe it is of fo much import- 
ance to her happia^ft that I leave it to hef 
ownjudgraeni/' faid Madame deSeidUts ; 

** Laura 
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•* Lauta is .endowed with prudence and 
good fenfe, and fhe is certainly the heft 
judge of her own feelings ; if Zeluco ever 
becomes nibre agteeable to heti inlportunity 
would be fuperflubus ; and if he d9e8 not| 
it would be cruel: befides, 1 have given 
her my word never to urge her on the fub- 
jcft, and I will affurcdly adhere to my en- 
gagement/* 



Vol.!. 
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fot he a rope of hod could Iwi^ 
As tottgh as learned Sorbonift, 
And weave fine cobwebs, fit fbr fctifl 
That's empty wheii tberiiKiim is fidl^ 
' Such as take lodgings in a bead . . 

That's to be let unfurnifhed. ^ Butieiu 

nPHE Father was prevented from reply, 
by Laura's entering the room with 
Father Mulo. Before any account is given 
of the converfation which this venerably 
man introduced, it is neceflary to throw a 
retrofpedive glance on incidents which oc- 
curred long before ; from this an idea. may 
be formed of the charaQ:ers of Colonel 
Seidlits, and olhers, conneded with oiir 
purpofe. 

Without recapitulating the cirxrumilancej 
by which the Colonel and his lady becgtn^? 
firft acquainted, it is fufEcient to .9%^vej 
j^h^^t .^eir marxia^e took pla(^^ ^^5?fi| i)^$ 
/ . { Father 



.w ^ V V 
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l^athir tnew any thing of the matter ; but 
h6 expfeflfed Infinite concern, and probabl]^ 
feTt fome, on hearing that his relation was 
the wife of a heretic. When (he went 
with her huft)and to Germany, the zealous 
Fathet continued from time to time to re- 
mind her in his letters, of the dangers fixe 
incurred in a latxd of herefy, and furnifhed 
her witli the beft arguments he had at his 
difpofal, to enable her to adhere to the re- 
ligion in which fhe was bred, ftimulating 
her at the fame time to attempt the conver** 
iion of her huloand, by which ihe would 
acquire immortal glory, eflfe<a her hufband s 
falvation, and fecure to herfelf the comfort 
at his company both in this lifts and that 
which is to come. 

The Father being infinitely delighted 
with both the flyle and argments of thofe 
letters, he Could tiot deny himfelf the gra- 
tification of fhewing copies of thera to 
feveral of his acquaintance, and as the in- 
ientioii of ftiewing them could mot be 
iniflaben', his acquaintance in geiieriil: Were 
|;i>bd;i^a'tured enough to praife them to the 
^vfjj. i . Y, 2 Monk's 
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Monk's contcmmerit; oneoW maiden atmt 
of Madame de Seidlits's, however, wbofc 
zeal for religion. and hatred to heretics in- 
creafed with her years, feemed to approve 
of the corr^fpondence lefs than any other 
perfon to whofe infpedion he had fuhmittscd 
it. When Father Mulo hinted this to her^ 
Ihe told him, that (he was fo prpvoked at 
the odious heretic who had (educed her 
niece, that it was not in her power to 
wi(h in earneft for his conyer(ion,. for ^e 
could not bear even to hear his name men- 
tioned ; arid (he was very certain (he (hoiuld 
faint at the fight of him whenever (he inet 
him, were it even in Heaven. ' 

But the Father had too much ardout for 
making converts, to follow the fiiggeftions 
of this virgin ; he therefore cbntiniied to 
tranfmit fuch morfels of eloquence as, in 
his opinion, could not fail to operate the 
converfion of Colonel Seidllts. 

But the reverend Father*s zeal being far 
more confpicuous than his arguments were 
-convincing, Madame de Seidljits never 
^thought proper to communicate tHem to ^ 

lo • hit 
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hrr hniband ; while he, on hi^ part» «1eft 
hk'hAy^ without fm)}€ftation> in the full 
enjoy tnent of her religious opiniems, stnd 
at perfed lil^erty to^^rfliip God in the 
manner which her conference approved. 
This he had promifed when he married 
her, and he would liate thought it incon- 
liftent with honour to have tried to hring 

' her over to his own perfuafion, even al- 
though he had been certain of fucceeding. 
The Colonel has been blamed for this l>y 
many zealous Proteftants; we do hot mean 
to approve or cenfurc his condudl in this 
particular, but only mention the fa£t, leav- 
ing it to better judges to decide whether 
he was blame-worthy or not. 

Madame de Seidlits herfelf, who was 
pleafed with all her hufband's behaviour to 
her, was peculiarly delighted with what 
fixe called his delicacy in this point ; and 
when Father Mulo infilled peremptorily 
in one of his letters, on knowing whether 
{he had ever made any attempt to convert 

^ her hufband, or had fhewn him the forci- 
ble reafoning contained in his letters to 
Y3 hers 
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her; ik€ was obliged to acknowledge than " 
{he bad done neither, and gave for her 
reafbn, that her huihand h^Ting left her at- 
liberty on the f ubjefl: of religion, (he thought 
it would be 4 bad requital 19 k^i( to teife 
him. 

Father Mvilo, in anfwer, endeavoured to 
demonilrate the weaknefs of that argument. 
It is not neceflary to tranfcribe the whole ^ 
of the Father's letter ; the following para- 
graph will, in all prob2^hility» be thought ' 
fufficient : 

*^ It was natural enough in you, my 
dear Madam, to apprehend that your own 
arguments woyld be too feeble to convince 
your hulband; but it is furprifing that you 
do not perceive, that thofe I provided you 
with are of a very different nature^ in-? 
deed, they are fuch as feldom fail to per- 
faade even the wcakeft minds. From this 
you tnay judge what impreffion they wouI4 ' 
jpak6 on a perfon of fuch good fenfe as yotti 
describe your huiband to be. . , 

*^ You fay, that it would beimpropcciq... 
you tb teafe him^ becaufe he qever ^tcenajmi 

to 
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to^ii^R^* j^fl«,, n9j allo^ any o^ij«y fifffi^^ ^ 
to trpuWc ypu oa the fubje(3: of wUgiop i . 
bu| you dp apt didipgui^, my dear Madanif ; . 
the ^re^t difference between the two^cafesi. , 
For your husband, indeed, tonjakeanyat- , 
tempt, or to allow any to be made by , 
othprs, for the purpofe of feducing you 
from your religion to his, would not only 
be improper, but alfo highly criminal, and 
for this very fufficient reafon, becaufe it is , 
criminal to draw any ferfon whatever from , 
truth to falfehood. But for you to labour, j 
without ceafing, to prevail on your deluded 
hufband to abjure his own faith and adopt 
yours, is in the higheft degree meritorious; 
becaufe it is highly meritorious to kad any 
perfon /v^hatever^ and far more a beloved 
bujkand^ from falfehood to truths or from 
darknefs to light. , 

. ;^' After having cleared up this pointf 
L have only juft to hint, thai infte^^jd of 
rfe^Biing upon what I inform you i|. i^ 
your duty to do, your fafJeft courfe^ my 
deaDe^^'CDufin, will, for the future* be. to 
p^q&aanit impUcitlyj for reafoning is by 

u: ¥4 no 
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noj means what you fhinc in : and, al- 
though you are generally allowed to be 
endowed with very good common fenfe, 
and fufl5cient''underftanding to condud 
common affairs ; take my word for it, your 
immortal foul is of too much confequence 
lo be entrufted in your own handst'' 

This remonftrance had not the effeft 
which, in Father Mulo's opinion, fach 
forcible reafpning and fuch rational re- 
quefts ought to have produced. What con-p 
tributed, perhaps,, to render Madame dc 
Seidlits the more unwilling to touch on fuch 
fubjeds, was an incident of which (he was 
informed about the very time when th^ 
■Monk was urging her fo earneftly. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 

No fooncr could a hint appear. 

But up he ftarted to picqueer. 

And made the ftoutcft yield to mercy, 

When he eng^^ged in controverfy. 

Not by the force of carnal reafon, 

But indefatigable teas^ing. BpTiEltr 

A Young Proteftant clergyman, a diftant 
^ relation of Colonel deSeidlits, cami; 
alxDut this time to Berlin. He bad applie4 
himfelf with aifdour to the fttidy of coa- 
troverfy. He was diftioguifhed by his 
wonderful faculty of creating difputcs where 
they were leaft expelled, and by his in- 
vincible courage in maintaining them when 
begun : he often aflerted, and with truth, 
that he had never yielded an argument in 
his life. He was greatly admired for the 
flow of bis pulpit eloquence, and the force 
of his reafoning, by ajl who were previ- 
ppfly of his own opinion. The longer 

this 
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tbis happy ecdefia/lic liv^d, kp^ (tGfatj^ {9 * 
be the more confirmed in the favourah^ 
impreifion which, from bis , boyi/h. ycarf, 
he entertained of his owa talepjts,, and in his 
contempt for thofc of others; and be- 
came at length fo powerful ia felf-conceit, 
tliat he would, without hefitatioa, have en- 
gaged a whole conclave of his adverfaries, 
being convinced not only that he could 
overturn all their argufnents, but that the 
prejudices of education, the confiderations .. 
of intereft, and the allurements of ambi- 
tion, muft all yield to the irrefiftiblc flrength 
of his demonftration. . ^ 

This gentleman was fometimes invited to 
dinner by Colonel Seidlits, and was made 
welcome by his lady as often as flie law 
company in the evening. 

In return for thofe civilities, he thought 
it incumbent on him to point out to her 
the abfurdities of the Popifli religion, *^i 
preparatory to her converfion to Calvinjfpi*^ 
With this view he was apt to introduce, 
queRions of a controverfial nature,- and % 
one time threw out a fneer at the dodrine 

pf 
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« 

of tf2«^KftiimiatiQn in tlic prefence etM^L- 

Thi§ was repeated by one 6f the com« 
pany to Colonel Seidlits, * who, the next 
time he faw the clergyman alone, faid to 
him mildly, ** I am not certain, my good 
Sir, whether I ever informed you that my 
wife is of the Roman Catholic churcht'* ^ 

** You never informed me/* replied the 
pther^ *^ but it is long fince I knew that 
Madame de Seidlits had that misfortune/' 

" You may, if you pleafe, leave her 
misfortunfes to thofe who are more naturally ' 
concerned in them,** faid the Colonel ; *^ but 
fmce you knew of what I was in hopes 
you had been ignorant, I own I am fuE- 
prifed that you could fpeak of one of the 
articles of her faith in the nianner you did, 
in her prefence,^ 

** I' recoiled what you allude to,** faid' 
the clergymaq ; " but really the article m^ 
queftion is fo abfurd and incompfehenfible,. 
t&rtit is impoffible to mention it otherwifc 
(han itt terms of derifion:^^ 

^ ' - ;-«f.Pray,^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



34» Z E L U C O. 

H P^ay,** replied the Ck)k)nel, *' do yoa- 
believe in all the dodrines to be found in 
the public creeds and formularies of our 
own church ?'* 

•• That I do," replied the Divine ; '' and 
would die at the ftakc, were it nec«ffary, 
avowing them.** 

*• Then I hope you have a better rea- 
fon for thinking tranfubftantiation ab- 
furd, than merely its being incomprehen- 
lible ?" 

•* There is no article in any of the 
Proteftant creeds /o incomprehenfible as 
that you mention," replied the Divine. 

" I did not know there were degrees in 
itKOmprehenfibility," faid the Colonel ; ^^ if 
there is any propofition which I am quite 
unable to comprehend, it will be difficult 
to (late another which I can comprehend 
lefs." i : 

" I will undertake to make you comprt- 
, tend diftindly every article of the creeds 
you allude to," iiud the Diviae> wkh 461 
uadauoied air* : . . * *^. >: . 

*^ Hather 
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<V Rather, jthnoimpofc fuclj a taft; iipoa 
.yott^V £aid^tbeCpl(m^V**^lowmeiapQii- 
miuc to believf them without fully conar- 
prehcndiqg them." 

** Well; Golohel, you will 4a us you 
pleafej but furely it would aflFord you great 
{aiiishikiofi if your lady could be pr^aiied 
6u to eo^brace the iame religion that yoa 
p^ofefet": / * 

/f^ No; 1 cannot lay it would,** replied 
the Colonel, coldly. ^ 

** Good God I that feems . very utiac- 
countable J will you be fd good as to t«li 
me your reafon ?'* faid the other. 

*• Becaufe the thing cannot happen, Sir, 
witheut cither my changing my religioD, 
and I intend no fuch thing, or by my en* 
^ deavouring to perfuade my wife to change 
her's, which I have'folemnly promifed never 
to do: befides, I am certain that Madame dc 
Sqdlits ie an amiable woman, and a moil 
ucxDcllent wife, with the religion fhc pro* 
jjfeflfeai and there is no knowing what alter- 
ation a change of fentiments might 4iiake/ 

..^^ .>T - '' What 
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^ What altctttian, biit a favcWftiWeoaei 
can* accrue from rcjiouncrng one of thd:, 
tJ^ft rtligioDS in the Wofld/fortbebcft*?"^ 

«» As to which is the wotft, «tid whicli 
llie beft;' (aid Seid(ks» '< the wdrld id miicb' 

ground every day/' &id the CfcrgymaH f 
^^ and thei;p is reafon to hope» thtft w a^ 
fh^rt tdure there wrU beiAore' Protctfttftts 
in the world than Papift*.*- 

" Tfa^ to be furc is very cMfrfbrteble 
flews/' f^ the Colonel f ** but itriJtftt haw 
no gr6at weight in t&e pr^ftM atgSfti^t J 
bccaufe, ever fiace the bcgimtitjg df the 
world, ther-e have been gT'eat^ numberd^e^ 
voted to falfe religions than 8o the ime) 
and even now, if the queftion were to be 
decided by a plurality of voices, the rfeli* 
gibn of Mahomet might perhaps carry <he 
pattjii both from the Proteftant and- Konfan 
Cathdic.^ : - 

^ But^you yoUrfelf are a t^roteffatit r^ 

ym at kaji prefer the Proteftant form of 

3 '^worfliip 
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worflripTrtarttll otWrfe?'- kid the Clergy- 

** li octstaioiy. prefer na other form .0^ 
wotflwp; rte .&c PcotdhiC repUeil tfee. 

•* Tbeo. I flioald be glad to know,'* (kid: 
the QfH^ifcuwi, with a trfampbant air^ 
^ «&rrf;^ywi {H-efCT no other ? — ^theikme 
^gwirmaW which coaviaced you, might 
coii?ttii5C ytour lady*** 

«' No/' laid the Colonel ; '^ that «hey 
could not."* 

" Why fo ?'' faid the aergymaa. " By 
what powerful arguments were you per*- 
foaded to adhere, to the Proteftant reU=- 

"By this powerful argument/' replied 
^ Colonel, '• that I was borfii in Perlidf 
a^ bred at |5Loningfberg/' 

** Thatt anfwer fmeHs of infidelity, Co- 
loothM^ implies that you eonfidar rdligbit 
merely as an affair of geography, fend of 
littje or no importance in the world/'Jaid 
the Clergyman. _ > ^ 
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** It implies more thaa I intended tK^n,'^- 
replied Seidlits ; '* for although I do think 
that nine hundred and ninety*nine in a 
llioufand of mankind are determined in the 
religion they profefs by the place of their 
birth and education ; I do not infer from 
thencef that religion is of no importance: 
en the contrary, I am convinced, that thofc 
Y?ho cherifti religion^ perform the relative 
duties of life in the moil confcientious 
manner/' » 

** So you put alt religions on the fame 
footing ?" faid the Clergyman, 

** By no means,*' anfwered Seidlits ; *^ I 
know indeed of no religion which does not 
inculcate morality; but as I have not had 
any opportunity of obferving the influence 
of other religions on mer^^s condudi, I 
fpeak of the Chriftian religion only ;— 
which, if I am not miftaken, contributes 
greatly to render mankind better and hap- 
pier even in this life." 

*' You fpeak of the reformed religjon, f 
prefume/' faid the Clergyman} '' for as. 

to 
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to the abfurd tenets of the Roman Catholic 
creed, it 15 impoflible for you, or any man 
of fenfe, to refpe£t them/' 

. ," J fpeaknoft of the creeds which, fince 
the -Chriftian aera, have been compofed by 
the iathers of either qhurch," replied the 
Cpl?;!!?] ; '^ I have not leifure, perhaps not 
underftanding fufficient to weigh or com- 
pare them with due precifion. My obfer- 
vation regards only the precepts given, and 
the example fet, by the Author of Chrifti- 
^nity himfelf, and in which both churches 
are agreed. The good effe£l which a due 
impreffion of thofe divine precepts has 
upon the mind feems, 1 confefs, very evi- 
dent to me, whether the individuals on 
which it operates are Roman Catholics or 
Proteftants." 

' " That you, by accident, have met with 
Roman Catholics who were reckoned good 
moral men, I fhall not difpute,*' faid the. 
Minifters *' but that any part of their 
goodnefs proceeded from their religion, is 
what I can never admit." 

VoL.L Z' *^ V:hy 
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" Why not ?" fold the Colonel; «* the 
moral precepts of both religions are the 
fame.'* 

'^ The fpirit of thofe who profefs them 
are very different, however,^' refumed the 
Minifter. *' When did the Proteftants dif- 
play the fame fpirit of perfecution that the 
f apifts have fo often done ?'* 

** Let us remember^*' replied Seidlits, 
** that the church of Rome was eftabliflied 
in power when the firft reformers began to 
attack its dodrines; that an attack on its 
dodrines endangered the power and riches 
of its clergy : that it is natural for man- 
kind, when thejj^ have long been in poffef- 
fion of power and wealth, to be excced- 
ipgly unwilling to relinquifti them ; and 
the clergy do not form an exception to this 
general rule : they, as well as others, are 
apt to be extremely angry with thofe who 
attempt to difpoffefs them; befides, let' us 
recoiled, that all eftabliihed governments 
thirik they have a right to^ufe feveritifs 
againft revolting fubjeds, whatever good 
• t \ grouiM^ 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Z E L U C O. 555 

grounds thofc fubjcds have had for rcvolt- 
ingi-'-and ' ■ '' 

*' But remember," interrupted the Cler- 
gyman*" the perfidy and cruelty difplayed 
by the Roman Catholics in the maffacre of 
St. Bartholomew — think of the fhocking 
reign of the gloomy bigoted Philip, and 
the enormities of his unrelenting general 
the Duke of Alva/' 

** I do think of them with horror,*' faidl 
the Colonel, " and I have no mind to pjtl- 
.liate fuch dreadful inftances of human wick- 
ednefs and delufion. I only meant to hint, 
that thofe ought not to have credit for 
not difplaying the fame fpirit who were 
not in pofleflion of the fame power, I am 
willing to believe, however, that with 
equal power they would not have commit- 
ted equal exceffes ; though I am forry to 
fay, that inflances might be mentioned, 
which create a fufpicion that more power 
would have perverted the fpirit of fome of 
the moft diftinguiflbed reformers, and might 
poffibly have the fame efFed on their fuc- 
Z 9 ceflbrs^ 
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ceflbrs. It is therefore fortunate for the 
clergy of Holland, Switzerland, fome parts 
of Germany, and other countries in Europe, 
that there is little danger of their degene- 
rating from that caufe/* 

^ I doubt much, whether that is a for- 
tunate circumftance,'^ replied the Clergy- 
man ; " for although riches, power, and 
pomp have a mifchievous effect when pro- 
ftituted to the unworthy, yet they are fuit- 
able to the charader we bear of the ambaf- 
fadors of Heaven, and might give more 
weight to our admonitions.'* 

" Power and wealth are the great cor- 
rupters of the human heart/' faid Seidli^s, 
" and might fpread their baneful influence 
even to the ambajjadors themfelves ; in 
which event, in lieu of that fpirit of tole- 
ration, benevolence, and humility, which 
diftinguiflies them at prefent ; a great ac* 
ceflion of power and riches might gradu- 
ally infpire them with pride and ambition, 
and render them at laft little better than fo 
many cardinals and popes/* 

" Never> 
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♦' Never, never," cried thp Clergyman ; 
** the fpirit of Proteftantifm is too averfe to 
any fuch alteration." 

** The fpirit of human nature, however, 
has a mighty tendency that way," faid 
Seidlits. 

** Learning and deep reflexion correct 
the depraved tendencies of our nature,'* re- 
fumed the Ecclefiaftic, ** and leave the 
mind equally free from the degrading ab- 
furdities of fuperftition, and the impious 
fophiftry of fcepticifm.'* 

" That is a ftate of mind devoutly to be 
wifhed," faid Seidlits. 

*' Is it not ?" cried the Parfon with ex- 
ultation ', ** you yourfelf allow that fuper- 
ftition is degrading to the mind of man,'* 
continued he. 

** I do/' replied the Colonel ; '' and the 
xpore readily, as I never faid it was other- 
wife." 

" Well, I will now prove to you, that 

fcepticifm is as uncomfortable as the other 

is degrading : I hope you have no prefling 

bufinefs at prefent," continued the Parfon, 

Z 3 . . *' becaufe. 
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*• becaufe, to put the fubjefl: in a clear 
light> it will be ncccflary to divide it into 
three heads, and then fubdivide each of 
thefe into four principal branches. 

" To begin then with the firft and moft 
important of thofe three heads. 

" Any degree of doubt or uncertainty, 
particularly on matters of high importance> 
has been confidered in all ages as irkfome, 
and " 

•* I afk pardon for interrupting you,** 
faid the Colonel ; *^ it is only to know whe- 
ther you mean to prove, that to a well- 
difpofed mind a ftate of certainty is more 
agreeable than any degree of doubt on 
religious fubjeds ?'* 

** That is precilely what I am going to 
demonftrate," refumed the Parfon. 

*' I will fave you the trouble,'* faid Seid- 
lits, ** for there is nothing of which I am 
more firmly convinced/' 

** Is it not aftonifliing then," faid the* 
other, •* that fo many (hould be fo fooliilx 
as to perfevere in a ftate of uncomfortable 

opubtr': 
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•^ Very aftonifhing indeed,*' faid the Co- 
lonel ; " efpecially as it is in every l^ody's 
power to believe whatever will afford them 
moft comfort/' 

*' I perceive,** faid the Parfon, ** you 
have perufed my treatife upon the faculty 
of believing/* 

The Colonel nodded. 

•M there clearly prove, that the Rpman 
Catholics have too much faith, and fome 
feds of the Proteftants too little ; anq then 
carefully point out the golden medium 
which mankind ought to adhere to.^' 

" It is very fortunate for mankind,** faid 
the Colonel, ** that you know it/* 

*« It is fo," refumcd the Parfon ; *« for 
of this happy medium it may be faid, more 
emphatically than of any thing elfe nefcire 
malum eft'' 

" If I am not miftaken,'* faid Seidlils, 
** an anfwer to your work was publifhed 
by a certain French Abbe, who, according 
to the cuftom of his countrymen, feemed 
very fond of jefting/* 

Z 4 '' That 
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*' That was a mod abominable and a 
moft provoking performance/' cried the 
Parfon with great vehemence ; " but jefls* 
are no arguments, Colonel." 

** No; nor arguments are no jefts/' 
faid Seidlits ; " yet this provoking Abbe 
endeavoured to make a jeft of all your ar- 
guments/' 

♦' There will be no jelling in Hell, how-^ 
ever," faid the Parfon, with a vengeful 
afpedl. 

^' True," faid the Colonel ; " when you 
have once got hioi there, the laugh will 'be 
on your fide — *' 

*• But pray. Colonel," refumed the Mi- 
nifter, • ^ do you imagine that your lady 
has ever read my book ?" 

'' I ihould rather think not," faid the 
Colonel. 

** What a pity !" exclaimed the other ; 
^* it would go a great way to cure her of 
many prejudices." 

" The remedy would be rather violent," 
{aid the Colonel. 

*^ Perhapa 
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/* Pjerhap^ it might kern a little fo at 
firft,'' rejoined the Clergyman; *^ but were 
I to converfe with her on thofe fubjeds, I 
ftiould begin in gentle terms.' 

** That would be very proper/' faid the 
G)lonel. 

** The fooner I begin then the better,'' 
faid the Parfon ; *^ after I have talked with 
her for a few hours, ftie will be able to de- 
cide between the two religions on rational 
principles." 

** I have already decided, on what I 
think rational principles,** faid the Colonel, 
*« not to difturb her.*' 

** You have decided very erroneoufly," 
refumed this perfevering Ecclefiaftic. 

** Let me intreat you, my good Sir," in- 
terrupted the Colonel, *^ not to interfere in 
my domeftic concerns, but to mind your 
own bufmefs/' 

*' I beg leave to inform you, Colonel 
Seidlits," faid the Clergyman, with a dig- 
nified air, " that I confider the propagation 
of gofpel truths, and the unmapting of 
impofture, particularly thofe of the church 

of 
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of Rome, as my bufinefs; and I will embrace 
every opportunity of doing both, in fpite of 
the united oppofition of men and devils/' 

The Colonel having looked very earneftly ^ 
for fome time at this violent Reformer, at 
length faid, •* I beg your excufe. Sir, fcM: 
having engrofled fo much of your valuable 
time ; it is a miftake I (hall never again fall 
into/' So faying, he pulled off his hat, 
made a low bow, and walked away. The 
moment he entered his own houfe, he gave 
orders that his relation fhould be no more 
admitted. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Multa putans, fortemque animo miferatus iniquam. 

ViRG. Ma. I. vi, 

nPHE attention which Colonel Seidlits 
difplayed in preventing his lady from 
being difquieted in her religious opinions, 
and the delicacy of his behaviour on, every 
occafion, was felt by her with afFedionate 
gratitude. She was, however, by no means 
fo eafy in the contemplation of her huf- 
band's being a Proteftant, as he was in that 
of her remaining a Roman Catholic ; and 
although the arguments of Father Mulo did 
not prevail on her to attempt his conver- 
fion, yet few things could have aflForded 
l\er greater fatisfa^lion than to have feeil 
her hufband adopt from convidion, what 
{he confidered as the only true religion. 
But with what a facie could ihe fpeak to 
him on a fubjcia; which he never mentioned 

to 
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to her, and which he permitted ho perfon 
whatever to difturb her about ? Any at- 
tempt on her part to alter his fentiments, 
implied that fhe confidered herfelf as wifer 
than he ; whereas fhe only confidered her- 
felf as more f6rtunate, in having been edu- 
cated in a better religion. 

Thefe and fimilar confiderations, which 
occupied the liiind of this worthy lady, 
were fometimes on the point of being fa- 
crificed to the anguifli fhe felt as often as 
the idea of her hufband's continuing in he- 
refy, and all the dreadful confequences, oc- 
curred to her terrified imagination ; for the 
natural clear nefs of her underflanding and 
the ferenity of her difpofition, were clouded 
and diflurbed by the terrific afped and un- 
relenting feverity of fome of the dodirines 
in which fhe had been inftrudled. 

Thi^ anxiety of mind on her hufband's 
accQujit always increafed in proportion to 
the hazards he was expofed to in the exer- 
cife of his profeffion, and became particu- 
larly fevere in the courfe of a tedious iUneft, 
into which he fell in coafequen<;e of a bjaw 

by 
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by the but- end of a muikef which he re- 
ceived on his bread at the battle of Hod>- 
kirchen. This contufion produced a fpit- 
ting of blood, and was fuppofed to lay th^ 
foundation of that illnefs of which he after- 
wards died. 

Soon after the battle, the Colonel was 
carried to a place of fafety* And Madam? 
de Seidlits, having obtained a pafs from 
Marfhal Daun, haftened to the village in 
which her hufband was ; where (he attended 
him during his long illnefs with equal pa-* 
tience and tendemefs. At one time he was, 
by the miftake of the phyfician, thought 
in immediate danger. The anxiety which 
had fo long lurked within the breaft of Ma- 
dame de Seidlits now became too violent* 
for her to conceal j the very acute fbrrovir 
which (he endured from the thought of 
lofing a hu(band (he highly cfteemed ^nd 
dearly loved, was abforbed in the kden^r 
angui(h ariling from the awful idea of the 
danger which threatened his immortal fotil ; 
and this impreflfed her with the more dread 
that it feemed to give hitn none. ' ■ ^ 

Her 
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Her terrors on this fubjeft were aug* 
mented by a letter v^hich fhe received from 
her indefatigable relation Father Mulo; 
who, having heard of the Colonel's illnefs, 
moft charitably entreated her to exert her- 
felf now or never ; as there was^ no pofli- 
bility of falvation for her hufband, unlefs 
he relinquiflied herefy, embraced the ca- 
tholic faith, confefled his fins, and obtained 
abfolution. One argument, he thought, 
proved the good policy of this meaAire bc» 
yond the power of reply.; it was this;— 

The proteftants theinfelves," faid this 
ingenious prieft, *' admit that well-meaning 
and virtuous perfons may be faved, notwith^ 
ftanding their dying in the Roman catholic 
perfuafion ; whereas we afTert, that no he*- 
retic, however virtuous in other refpeGs he 
may be, can enter injo the kingdom of 
heaven : it is apparent, therefore, that your 
hu^and runs no rifk in following your ad* 
vice, but the greateft by negledting it/* 

The agitation and confufion of Madame 
de Scidliu'^ mind^prevented her from fee- 

ing 
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ing this kind of reafoning in the fame light 
in which her good fenfe would have pre* 
fented ic in a calmer moment* 

One day, thereifore, when her apprc- 
henfions on the Colonel's account were at . 
the height, after much circumlocution, with 
infinite delicacy, but in the moft pathetk 
terms, fhe communicated her fears to him, 
and concluded by urging him to forfake his 
own religion, and embrace that of the 
church of Rome. 

Having heard her with the utmoft at- 
tention and fome degree of furprife, the 
Colonel faid, " I fear, my dear, you are 
too much alarmed on my account ; but I 
affure you I have pafled an uncommonly 
good night, and I feel myfelf better than I 
was yefterday.'' — '' I am moft exceedingly 
glad to hear it,'* faid Madame de Seidlits; 
*' but let this be no reafon for preventing 
a meafure of infinite importance, which 
cannot be taken too foon, but may be de- 
layed till it is too late/' 

** My deareft Thereia,'' faid the Colonel, 
taking hold of her hand, *^ I view your 

prefent 
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true light; I cqftfider-.rijfijQ^as^fre^h^rftsfr 
of that noble friendibf^^qfl ^^^ipa ^bs^ 
b9s been rhe bappmci^Mpf m^ lif^i^od of 
which I ever bad ^ gcateful, coovidiQ^ :; 
but I mud aflfure you, that alcbciUgh Xlwrf 
never urged you, nor permitted aoy' other 
perfoQ to urge you, on the fame fobjeft oa 
which you now prefs me, it is notiiecaifftt 
I have lefs concern for yotu^ foul tbiGLyoq 
have for mine ; nor is it iirom a.wastiof 
partiality for the religion which I t^yfd^ 
profefs." — ^^ From what motive theU; hat 
your forbearance proceeded ?'* faid Madame 
de Seidlits. ** From a convidion/' replied 
he, ** that you are as certain of falvatioii. 
ib yotir religion a$ I caa be iji: ijaine-'i 
** You muft believe then/' faid Ma^amcj^de 
Seidlits with quicknefs, ** th^it both xtljp^s 
are equftll^. good.''— •*' No, my Jpye^jlj^^^ 
does notifojlow; for although I think tj^^e 
i$ .much good in both^ ,ftill I t^ink. nj^ 
o\vn i^ the, preferable;, jet," ^^>XH>^u^§;^^j 
gaily>, V.as you poffleft fo muci jsfmj^o^^ 

yf>i^if^.\hA^X do of mifi^l y^M'^i^y f^a. 
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feriothy in quantity will make upYor the 
deficiency in quality, and render you as 
iccitte as you can wifh." 

«* My dear Colonel," replied Madame d« 
Seidliis, '* is this a fubjeft, or is this a 
proper occafion for jefting ?'* 

*' I beg pardon, my dear,*' faid the Co* 
lone], ♦' I will be very ferious : in onqi 
great and elTe'ntial point we have the hap^ 
pinefs to be of one opinion ; both religidni 
agriee, that it is our duty to live a life of 
kitegtity, and do all the good we can to 
<Jur fellow-creatures/* 

** For which reafon,*' interrupted Ma-^ 
dame de Seidlits, ^^ I am fo anxious to do 
the greateft good poffible to him who is in-^ 
finitely the deareft to rae of all my fellow-* 
creatures J' 

: *• None of them can be mdre grateful,'^ 
replied the Colonel, *' than I am forthofe 
good intentions ; and you cannot doubt of 
my being willing to render you the fame 
fcrvice ; yet if you were to continue to prefd 
this upon me, and I the lame upon you^ 
the unavoidable eflfed of our eagernefs to 
Voi-. L A a make 
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make each other eternsdly liapfjy, wonld bfi 
the making each other eiernally miferable ; 
for what can be worfe in this wmM or the 
next, than cverlafting difputes between^ 
man and wife ? Let us therefore avoid all 
difputable points/' continued he^ '* and 
endeavour to promote our own happinefei 
and that of our neighbours, by every mean$^ 
In our power. The moft probable reafon I 
can conceive for the unequal dillribution oC 
die tx)mforts of life, is to aflFord mankind 
opportunities for the exercifes of bett^vo- 
lence, gratitude, and «>ther virtu0p, whic]b| 
lam incHned to bfeUcte is the moil likely 
way of acquiring the favour of the E^ty« 
W^ certainly have k freemen tly in cmt 
power to add to the liappinefs or xnifery 
of our fellow-creatures ; to God Ainigbty 
we can nekfaer do good nor harm; and 
therefore I cannot help diinkbg^ tfa»t; the 
conduft of our lives is of infinitdy iiio« 
itnportance, than our reKgious opitntMiSy <«! 
the forms of our worlhip*'*-^It has been^ 
ready fettled between us,*' continued hCt 
V that you ihall educate our daughters ia 
! your 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



2 E L tJ C Oi 3>t 

your Way df thinking, as our fons (hall 
be educated in tnine ; otir txiutiial cndea- ' 
Wur will be, to redder th6m viftuous wd-' 
m^n and honeft men, which implies bene- 
volence Arid liberality of fentimeht ; if wd 
fucceed, I have no doubt, notwithftanding 
our having taken different roads, but we 
fliall all meet in heaven.'* 

" God Almighty, in his infinite mtrcfi 
gratit it may be fo/' cried Madame de Seid- 
fitsj in a transport of affedion ; /* for I am 
certain heaveti will be no heaven to me 
without thofe 1 fo dearly love/' Theti re- 
colleding herfelf a little, fhe took occaffcfn^ 
from what her hufbattd had juft faid, to 
urge the laft argument of her cdnfeflbti 
*— *• Since you have no doubt/' faid fhe, 
** of Our meeting in heaven^ although 1 
iit&in my religion, and fince thofe* of out 
Chilrish declarfe there is ho admiffion foif 
thofe who perfift in herefy, why will you 
not^ my deareft hufband, take the fafeif 
coarfc, and embrace the catholk: faith?" 

Here the Colonel, frfiiling through the 

ttars which fiis ladys endeariAetits had 

A a 2 previoufly 
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,previoufly forced into his cyes> rcpliedy ** I 
confefs, my beloved Tberefa, th?il thi« laft 
argument is fo unworthy of your exceljent 
underftanding, that I am convinced you 
have had it fuggefted by fome one of far 
inferior fenfe and candour to yourfelf. Con- 
fider that, in my confcience, — for whether 
I am right or wrong is out of the queftion ; 
—-but in my confcience I think the pro- 
teflatat religion preferable to that which you 
profefs ; yet you advife me, as the fafeft 
courfe I can take, to embrace yours ; that 
is to fay, to commit a piece of grofs hypo- 
erify, and with a view to what i to impofc 
ot\ men? No; there might be fenfe in 
that; for men are impofed upon daily by 
hypoprites,; but this piece of hypocrify to 
'^vhich you advife me, is with a view to 
impofe upon God| and to get fmuggled iof/? 
beavep ^^8i. a Roman catholic, while ia. my 
heart j?ii^ confcience I remain a Prptcflr 

m-^lci: : • ■ ^ : 

^,. jVJifd^fpe.de SeidlitB feemed embarrai^esk 
gF^r^ja'fl?wt,filence fhc f^idr" Ifear^wy 
,ai>?yjety ipakes roc abfurd i forgiyernie,flay 
.-,','' '"■ ' ' .'^ ' dear/* 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



Z E L U C O, 373 

deaf,'' continued (he, *' for tcafing you ia 
this fooltfli manner." ^ 

^* I fhall think myfelf for ever obliged 
by the atfedionate and generous anxiety of 
my Therefa/' faid Seidlits. 

*' How could I allow myfelf to think 
far a moment that fuch integrity, fuch 
manly generofity of mind, as you have 
always difplayed," faid (he, taking her huf- 
b^ad by the handf ** and fuch (Idd ad- 
herence to the diiSates of confcience, can be 
tejeiJled? Thefc alfo were the virtues of the 
man whofe memory you fo much revere, 
your a<ibk friend and patron the Marflial/* 
/ " Ah ! my There(a/' cried Seidlits, ^* can 
the long courfe of honour and integrity 
purfued by the gallant Keith be forgotten 
and rejeded of Heaven, because he was 
born in a proteftant country, or perhaps en- 
tertained erroneous fpeculative opinioti^l 
I well knew the uprightnefs of his mind, 
have ftei^ irlany inftances of his Hmrtinity 
atfd tJ^eVoience even ' to his enemies, and 
^jtfive'%yfelf reserved proofs df His getie*. 
"^^' Aas rou^ 
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rous frieridftiip ; h will- h^ my kteft boaft 
to have been a witnefe to t^iofe nbblt e?^ 
ertioos in which he £niflied a life of fao*^ 
nour in .the field of Hochkirchca, wherct 
the gallant Prince Francis of Brunfvvic, a 
family fo fertile in heroes, alfo felU I thank 
Heaven I had the honour of affifting the 
Marftiars intrepid endeavours in rallying 
and infpiriting our difordered troops, in 
foUov^ing him again and again to the 
charge J by which means the elated enemy 
was checked, our troops protected, the 
great monarch he ferved, and who ho- 
noured him with his friendfliip, enabled to 
retreat in fuch order as to pitch his camp 
witliin a few miles of the field from which 
he retired. This great officer himfelf re* 
fafing, although dangeroufly wounded^ 
to quit the field, continued his exertions^ 
till he received a fecond wound, which 
proved inftantly mortal. And fhall a parcel 
of ignorant monks, a gang of ufelefs 
drones, deal damnation around on all who 
have not a ready faith in their legends and 
their — ? But I afk your pardon, my dear," 

faid 
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faid Seidlita, checking hiqifelf j M I did not 
mean to fay any thing difoWiging j but I 
heartily wi(h you would obfcrve the die* 
tates of your own underftanding more, and 
liften to the fuggefttona of others lefs^ the 
virtuous condu(3: which you have hitherto 
purfucd Is your beft fecurity for happinefs 
here and hereafter ; permit me to endea- 
vour t<i fecure mine in the manner moft 
agreeable to vfiy confcience, and of courfc 
the moft likely to be fucce&ful/' 

** Forgive mc, my deareft friend," faid 
Madsinie de Seidlits, *• for this once, and I 
fhall affure you, all the monks on earth 
fliatl never prevail on me to give you a 
fingle hint of this nature again. I am not 
a little aihamed of what I was foolifhly in* 
duccd to fay j— rHeaven be praifed that fo\x 
feem fd much better thaii yoi* were Iftf^ 
pight.'* 



A a 4 
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Shall man be left abandon'd in the duft,. 
When Fate relenting^ let's the flow'r t'evire? 
Shan NatureV voice, to man alone uftjuft. 
Bid him» tho' doom'd to perifli, hope to 4ive I . 
Is it for this fair Virtue oft muft ftrive 
With difappointment, penury, and pain ? 
No; Heaven's immortal fpring Ihall yet revive; 
And man's majeftic beauty bloom again. 

nrjIIS was the firft and Uftdifpuieon 
religion that ever paffcd between Co- 
Ipod Spdlits and his lady^ although both^ 
coiitinQed attached io that in which the)^ 
^ijcj bttctbred; yet, from this time, Max 
dimfe de SeidUts feemed to adopt, in ipanj 
patticularSi thd liberal fentiments of her 
huiband. ' They lived together in the hap* 
j^eft tibloh for feveral years after the gfe- 
rie'fal^peace;'' - 

Laijra, 
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Laura, their only child, was educated 
according to the agreement between them, 
in her mother's religion. 

It was already remarked, that the Co- 
lonel never ful}^ recovered his health after 
the contufion in his breaft ; on the flighteft 
cold, and fometimes without any known 
caufe, he was liable to be feized with fits 
of opfu-effive and diflScuk breathing ; a fe- 
vere attack of this nature obliged him, by 
the king's exprefs order, to quit the field 
in. the middle of th|it ihort war be^weea 
Pruffia and the emperor refpeding the fuc- 
ceflion of Bavaria. Having returned by 
flow journies to Berlin, he fbon after had 
the happinefs to hear of his fbn's dffti|i- 
guifhing himfeif by relieving the Baron 
Carloftein from theAuftrian Huffars, Arid 
at the conclufion of the peace he fetlred^to* 
his fmall villa, with his wife and daugbi't 
tcr, where he had the pleafure of enter- 
taining the two friends, as han bfe^fl ixicxk^ 
tioned. Carloftein he never fawmgfej^; 
but Captain Seidlits fpent .all. the ,fiipe,,he. 
?ould be fpared fronx. his regimen^ jP'his 

father's 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



378 Z E L-U.C O. 

fatberV f^mlly^ with whom lie liYcd in the 
greateft harmooy. 

But Colonel SektUts's health gradually 
declined ^ this however was more apparent 
to others, than to thofe conftautly with 
him; and Madame de Seidlits was for a 
long time deceived by the cheerful air her 
huiband always aflumed in her preience; 
for his mind remained in fuU vigour UQt* 
withftanding his bodily weakne(&. Having 
perceiv€d> however^ for fome days, that he 
ihewed uncommon folicitude in arranging 
and fettling his affairs, fhe took notice of 
that circumftance to him with an air of 
apprehenfion. 

" Is it not a fufficient reafon/' faid hej» 
my dear friend, " that I know I m,uft die 
fome pme or other, and that I do not know 
how foon ?** 

" But why difturb your mind with bu* 
finefs at prefent V faid ftej ** you are ccy-r 
thinly in no immediate daegcr**' 

*• You are not then of the opinion of 
the Due de la Rochefoucault," replied the 
Colonel, •* who fays, // ny a que ia tmrf 

qui 
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qui Jblt artatMy et dependant nius ^gifotif 
commeji cetoit lajiule cbofe incertaine.^^ 

• ** That 18 applicable to me as well as to 
you, my dear,** faid Madame de Seidlits. 

** It is fo/' rejilied the Colonel ; •* and if 
I had become apprehenfive of your dying as 
often as you prepared yourfelf for death, I 
fhould have been in continual apprehen- 
fion ever ftncc I knew you,'* The Colonel 
faid this with fuch an eafy air, that Ma* 
dahie de Seidlits became lefs alaraied. 

But although the Colonel had none of 
the oppreffive afthmatic attacks as for- 
merly, he felt his ftrength melting fail 
away ; he permitted none of his family, 
however, to attend him through the night ; 
an old foldier alone, who had been long ia 
his fervice, lay in his bed: chamber. 

A few days after this converfation witb 
his lady, having had a very difturbed nighty 
he perceived the near approach of death. 
He caufed himfelf to be raifed in his bed in 
the morning, a little before the hour at which 
his family ufually entered the room ; they 
were unconfdous of his illnefs through the 

night J, 
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night; hig lady, with Laura and Captain Seid* 
lits, fat around his bed ; — ^when the Colonel, 
fmiling, faid in a faint Toice to his (on, 
^ It is a long while, Seidlits, (ince I ai^ 
fured my wife, that notwithilanding the 
differetice of our fentiments on certain fub- 
je£h, this company ihoiild all meet in 
heaven." 

•* I hope your prophefy will be accom- 
plifhed, Sir,'* faid the young man; *>but 
not for a long time/' 

** It is my hojpe," replied the Colonel, 
*^ that it will be long before the reft of the 
company follow ; but I feel that I miift fet 
©ot foor¥.*' 

- ^* Ah, father !'* cried Laura, with a voice 
of forrow. Captain Seidlits lo6ked wkS 
hnguifh at his mother-in-law, - ^* 

- ''.Why do you talk fo, toy dear?'" faid 
Madame de Sfeidlits; " you feem a little 
feint this morning ; but you have often i^ 
Severed from more oppreffive fymptofli«)V. ' 

*^ Never, never! my beloved Tri^ad,^ 
fatd he; ^ '' but you would not'^v^ffeJitSgW 
ftfuggJt any longer; the h6|)c of penftfOtirdN 

covery 
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toyei-y has bccfli long oYer^ajwi jthe ftraggje 
is endipg/' - . ,, . . ; 

*^ Alas r* cried fbc, ftartiog from h^r 
feat, greatly alarmed, •' fend for a phyli- 
ciaa." , ■ % 

^' If you love me,'' (aid he, 'Met there 
he no intnifion/* 

She funk on the bed, grafping his hand; 
** Let my lateft breath,'* continued hej 
^} declare my unaltered aflFeaion. I t^ 
gret that I have been able to make Qy 
fmall a provifion; biit what can a foldier 
provide? I. have ferved an heroic mo^- 
lurch with fidelity; he knows it. Your 
condud, my Seidlits,'* looking at his fi>a, 
** has thrown conafort and gladnefs on the 
heart of your father, and made^ .my db^- 
clining years the happieft of my life. I 
kijow ypu will behave with duty tQ your 
niiother and afFedion to your fifter^ FarRf** 
well my heloved Therefa j-^«rewel,i la^ 
fweet > Laura y — farewcl, my Seidfitsf >t^l 
^fig^^TQU to its protediou; intoj/whofe 
merciful feandsi I i^fjgn my 4)wn fe*hTf^ 
God! Ahm|[hty^^lefs you j^oncfe tis^re^^rei^ 
y.v.-s ^ wel; 
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tvcls—but I hope — ^1 tnift not for ever.—* 
My eyes grow dim !— a dark mift over-* 
hangs them ! — 1 fee you hot, my Therefa !— 
My children!— my organs fail !— yet my 
fpul departs entire— Father of mercy, 
receive my foul !'* — His voice failed, and 
after a few fobs this gallant foldier ex- 
pired. 

Madame de Seidlits remained in fpeech«i» 
lefs affliftion, holding the cold hand o£ hei^ 
hufband for a confiderable time after he had 
breathed his laft. Laura, kneeling by* her 
mother, wept without uttering a fyllable^ 
and Captain Seidlits, unable to comfort 
either, flood motionlefs with grief, till a 
fervant entering the chamber, Seidlits 
fupported Laura and her mother to their 
apartment, and then retired to his own» 
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CHAP, XLI. 



IrA gravit^ eft un myftere du corps, invente pout 
. cacher les d^fants de Vefptk* Rocfl£FoucAiJit« 



r^0LON£L Seiduts kft his family 
in very moderate circumftances. The 
king appointed ^ penfion to his widow, and 
foon after promoted his fon, who had only 
the rank of Lieutenant, to the command of 
a troop of dragoons. This young mail 
behaved with great generofity to his mo- 
ther-in-law ; and continued for fome time 
after his father's death to live With her and 
his fifter j but, on his being obliged to at-' 
tend his regiment, Madame de Seidlits 
took the refolution of returning to her na* 
tive country, which flbe put in execution 
notwithflanding the ftrongeft folicitations 
on the part of Captain Seidlits, whofe 
friendfhip and affeSion for them both 
4 made 
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ini»4?.-him flKC«c4inglf.defirow of their ft- 
maii^mg in Gormaay.. . . , ^.^ 

When we were led into this Ipt^ di-*. 
gjefEpn, wc left Madame dc Seidlits in 
conver^iion with Fatlier Pe3ro, which was 
interrupted by the coming of Laura and 
Father Mufo. The lattet al waya harboured ^ 
fears that Madame Sefdiits's lon^ refidente 
in a country of heretics had dtminrfiied m 
her mind that falutary hofror in wJiicAli#/ 
thought they fhouW be held by everf^ firo* a 
cere catholic. To counterad this, Am) to: ^ 
revive her faith in thofe points which lift:- 
coafid^red as moll eOentiaU he fent her, 
fince her arrival at Naples, a l^r^e folio, p£_ 
div*^nity. earneftly intreating her |o perufe . 
it Attentively along with her daughter, tell- 
ing her at the fame time that flie might 
rely ou haying the fecond volume as fooa 
as thev had read the firft. 

*' Have you peruied that admi^aSfe 
work, ^my dear daughter ?^' faid Father 
Muto, feeing the book lie on the table. 

" ITiave begun it,*' replied Madame 'tc"* 
SehlUts ; ^^'^ it is a hook of too feficrus a na- 
ture 'to be read over fuperficlally.^ " ■ 

X23;:ar : /* It 
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^ -iph ^^Afed k m^tk tH great wtigjfefti : 
and requires the utmoft atteatioti»'^ ffid Rk^ ' 
tBctKfalb.; '^ ^ ^ .. -^ 

^*«1t' were'forturiate,'Vfaid Laura. «^ If 
the authors pf books whiclii require fo much 
attentioa could write them ib as tQ com* 
mand it.'* 

j.^ ;T1^ bufinefs of an author is to write 
b«efcit*!Jaid Father Mulo> with becoming. 
gtimtfi ^ ^^ it is the duty of the i^eadbr Mo > 
cosama&d his attentioa when he perufes < 
theto.'' ' . ' 

'^ You are indeed too hard upon tixthatiy^ 
my good' young kdy,'* faid Father Pedro. 
*^ to exped that they ihould not only write 
their books, but alfo be obliged tp command 
the^ attention of their readers. My learned 
brother has. with more regard to diftri>* 
butive juftice, divided the toil between the 
author apd the reader.*' 

•* In-fpy humble ppioion/* replied Xfcura,^ ,; 
fmiJIjngf. Vti^ ollots too large a prcpcw^on 
of .j^^t^ to the qourteQua. reader. It is p 
not fo eafy a matt^ri to cojomastd oqc's at- . , 

?96'h. L B b tentioi^ 
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teatioti on perufing dJttarn books alb you 
feem to chink. I owa I iiever fouad mine 
xirtre difobcdieiit than in the perufal* of 
that Tcry admiratblt work which the uc* 
. Tcrend Father recommends.*' 

" Ypur tafte, I am afraid/ faid Father 
Mulo, addrefling himfelf t6 Laura with 
much folemnity, ** is in fame meafure cor- 
rupted by books of prophane hiftory> or 
of amufement, whofe merit confifts in ttieir 
eloquence, or perhaps in their wit." 

** And you may judge, my dear daugh- 
ter," added Father Pedro, ** how little value 
ought to be put on that kind of merit, by 
its being often to be met with in the 'writings 
of infidels and heretics.'' 

*' 1 fhould be better pleafed,*^ refumAl 
Laur^, *^ to meet it elfewhcre ; but I hope,. 
Father, you do not think that where the^q, 
is wit ther^ muft alfo be infidelity.'* 

*• Why really, daughter/* faid Father 

Mulo, anfwering with more gravity of 

':man«iar than depth of refle£Hon> **: wliere 

xhtT^ is. much of the firftj theije- isrfrfisn 

jie4ilbn,to;fiAfpe<a.fo ,j. . 

-^ ' ^* I cannot 
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" I ($u^ot be pf ihit. qrimon,*' faid 
^fufame de Seidlita > ^V for I bave gcoc* 
rully found true wit in better cptnpany; 
and ulthough we fometimes find tnfidelicjr 
accompanied by tBfit> how much oftener are 
iye fhocked with pert oftentatious infidelity 
Vrithout any wit at all ?" 

** J am convinced my mother is iri the 
right,'* cried Laufa ; " and I hope you 
will allow. Father, that there is not a ne- 
ceflary connexion between them." 

Father Mulo perceiving at length that he 
had fpoken a little inconfiderately, was ob- 
liged to own, though y^ith evident reluQ- 
tance, . that he hoped there was not. 

*M am certain there is not," a4ded 
Laura; ** and lam obliged to my mother 
for having made me remark in(lance3, both 
,in con variation and in reading, whe^e npt 
qnly^he ftrength of the arguments, hut aJfo 
tl^e jjureft wit, was on the fide of victue and 
piety/' t 

** I cart aflure you, yo^ng h^y-, from my 

Wfti experience,'' faid Father Mulo, with 

an air of great fagaclty, and wilhing^^ to re- 

,, i> Bb2 traa 
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traa hi8 firft affertion, *' thai ft U at- 
mod always the cafe ;— true wit iand elo^ 
quence are generally on the fide of ortho- 
doxy.'' 

*' How comes it then that this autlior,^* 
faid Laura, pointing to the large volume, 
** has not , feafoned his work with a little 
wit or eloquence, fince there is nothing 
finful in them ; and they would have made 
it more univerfally read, and of courfe fnor« 
ufefuir 

** How comes it ?'* repeated Feather Mu^ 
who was not famous for quic^ replies oa 
emergencies of this kind>— ** how coine«^it 
^id you fay ?" 

** Why it comes by the diabolical malice 
of Satan,*' cried Father Pedro, ftepping in 
to the relief of his brother ; ** it is all ow- 
ing to the fpite of our great fpiritual ene- 
my, who IS ever ready to enliven the works 
of the wicked y and has, it would feemy 
perplexed the fenfe and darkened the rea- 
foning of this excellent author, fo as to 
render it a little laborious for the young 

lady 
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lady to f cad Jbis work wi^tji tlie atteation it 
rcQuire?/V 

" The greater the eflFort the more meri- 
torious will it be in the young Jady to per- 
form that duty as (he ought," refumed Fa*» 
ther Mulo. 

** True, brother," faid Pedro; *^ and thus 
the nialice of Satan is defeated, and like 
the words of Balaam the fon of Beor, what 
was intended as a curfe is converted into a 
blefling/* 

Father Pedro had a fovereign contempt 
for his venerable brother; and as he wiflied 
to retain his influence with Madame de 
Seidlits without participation, he was too 
ready to difplay him in a ridiculous light 
before her, as in the prefent inftance. 

But perceiving that he fhould have no 
farther opportunity that day of profecuting 
t]lxe obje^ of his vifit, he withdrew, leaving 
Father Mulo to dine with his two relations, 
yrhich he did accordingly, and in f^ch a 
manner as gave them no fufpipion.of his 
having already made a very ample rcpaft at 
the houfe of a pious old lady, whole time 
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of dioing was two hours errlier than that 
of Madame de Seidlits : for it moft be al- 
lowed in juftke to Fadier Mulo, that al- 
though he reafbned but feebly, and thought 
unth di£[icQlty,he digeftedwith uncommoQ 
force and free4ois« 
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CHAP. XLlL 



• With trafl: oblique 



At firft, as one who fought accefs, but fear'd 
To interrupt, fide-long be works his way. 
As when a fhip by fkilful fteerfman wrought 
Nigh rivers mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fleers, and Ihifts her fails j 
So varied he— »- MitTON* 

"pATHER Pedro having found Madame 
de Seidlits lefs tradable than he ex- 
pelled, refolved, on the next occafion, to 
found Laura herfelf, and try to difpofe hec 
to the purpofe be had in view. Accord- 
ingly, a few days after, on being left alone 
with her, he turned the converfation oa 
the fubjed of charity ; mentioned fome in- 
dividuals who diftinguifhed themfelves by 
the exercife of this virtue, and dwelt par- 
ticularly on Zduco, whom he reprefented 
as one of the mofl charitable perfons he 
had ever known; adding, That thofe v^ere 
happy who were blefled with benevolent 
B b 4 and 
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and charitable inclinatioas, but much more 
were they to be envied, who were alicr 
blefled with the means of putting fuch io^ 
clinations into adion. 

Laura agreeing with him in this feotir 
ment, he faid, " Would not you be happy» ^ 
my daughter, to be in this enviable Atua« 
tion?" 

** I flatter myfelf," replied ihe^ *' that 
if I ever had a great defire to be rich, it 
proceeded from a difpofition to relieve the 
diftrefled. But it has been remarked. Fa* 
ther," added flie, ** that thofe who have no- 
thing to give are wonderfully generous ; 
and I myfelf have known fome who, when 
they had not the power, exprefled the 
flfongeft inclination of being liberal j yet 
when they afterwards came to have the 
powcr^ feemed entirely to lofc the inclina-» 
tion. Thofe obfervations give me dif- 
fidence in myfelf; I am not certain what 
alteration riches might make in my own 
di^ofition/' 

*• I have no diflSdence of you," faid the 
Father* 

^' Of 
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*• Of this, at leaft, I am certain;** fild 
Lauta, '* that iF I could' tnow before-bandij. 
that wealth would have the fame efFedt on 
me that it feems to have had on fome of my 
acquaintance, I fbould refufe it were it of- 
fered to me/* 

*• Depend upon it, my dear daughter*'* , 
faid Father Pedro, *' thofe you allude to* 
never had charitable and benevolent difppr 
litions J they have only affeded to have 
thetaj when they well knew that nothing ' 
was expefked, nor would be received firom^ 
them. Their real difpofitions appeared , 
afterwards when they became rich. But, 
in you, my dear child, exifts the roali^jtii 
not the femblance, of bei^evolences a«4" 
riches cquld only enable you to ectcndv^ 
your generofity, not render it mcxre finccre.**: ^ 

Laijra thanked him for his good opinion* -^ 

*^ I fliould have ftiU a better opinion oif* ^ 
yop," faid Father Pedro, '' if I had iibt ^ 
been informed that you refufed thi« Y&hf 
enviable power/' /• " 

** I have no idea of what you mean/'/. ' 
faid Laura. 

^^TeIl 
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•^ Tell me^ in the firft place, my dear 
daughter^ whether yo^ really refufed ydur 
hand to Signor ZelucoX** 

«^ I did," laid fee, without hefitatioo. 

*^ And what good reaibn could you bave, 
my dear child, for rejeding Co' generous a 
man?'^ 

*• You will allow. Father, that a woman 
may have good reafons for refefing a man 
for her hufband, although (he does not 
think proper to reveal them to h©r Father 
Confeffor/' 

** You ought to have very good reafoas 
indeed, daughter, for declining fuch a for- 
tunate and happy match/* 

*• But my particular fentiments and feel- 
tngs might render it a very unhappy 
match/* 

'* How could it be unhappy for yop,'* 
(aid the Father, " who would reap every 
advantage by the alliance ?'* 

"If my hulband could reap none,*' faid 
<ljie> '** that circumftance alone wQuld make 
it an uncomfortable alliance to me/' 

*^ Do 
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■ '^ Do not miftake me, my dear child ; 
jroiir hufband would certainly acquire a 
beautiful} accomplifhed, and I hope a pious 
wifes but the* gifts of fortune are all 
on his fide. There are many beautiful and 
accoijspliihed young ladies in Italy; who 
would be happy to be united to Signor 
7!ielncp : hwl what probability is there of 
your haviBg the offer of a hulband of fa-? 
perior fortune p his?** 

« Not the Icaft,'' faid Laqra ; *« but,, my 
good Father, I thought the queftion between 
us related to happineis, not merely to fpr- 



tuiie/' 



*' It dogs fo,"-anfwered Father Pedro; 
*^ and what do you think of the happinefs 
of having it in your power, as well as ia 
your inclination, to do good to others ; to 
feed the huqgry, clothe the naked^ prote€|; 
the orphan, and make the widow's heart 
fmg for joy ?'* 

** According to your owq account, Fi^- 

ther,'' faid Laura, ** all this is done by 

gigOPr Zcluco*8 fortune already; to em- 

j6 barrafs 
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Inmii^ibcb a geaecoos and diaiitable 
maa with the additional expcncee which a 
wi& occafions^'' JQbe added with a imile^ 
^ would be diverting into diffident chaa* 
nels that bonntj whtch^ M prefen^ flows 
entirely upon the naked» the orphan^ and 
widow." 

^ There is no occafion for turning it 
into another channeU" laid the Father, a 
little peeviihly ; *^ bnt I perceive you are 
in a jetting mood/' 

*• You (hall not be angry. Father," faid 
Laura ; ^ if you are offended, 1 muft be to 
blame/* 

*• Nay/* replied he, ^ I am not offended, 
child ; your vivacity cannot offend me ; 
I wifh, however^ it may not lead you into 
error/* 

•' If it ever fhould, Father/' laid Laura, 
y I beg you will not, by way of expia- 
tion, enjoin me to give my hand to Zcluco, 
for that is a penance I (hall never fubmit 
to/' 

Laura 
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Laura pronounced thefe laft words mi^ 
fuch ftrength pf emphafid» as^ joined to 
what her mother had faid, greatly damped 
the fanguine hopes of Pedro with regard 
to the fuccefs of his miffion# 






^c^'\ 
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CHAP. JXI411..,, ... 

S*il y a un amour pur et exempt du hiSlange de^ ncfe 
autres paflions, c'eft celui qui eft cache au fond 
du coeur et que nous ignorons nous-meoies. 

RoCHBrOUCAULT. 

TN the mean time, Signora Sporza -became 
fo very fond of her two relations, that 
ihe preferred their company to -thofe nu- 
merous affemblies in which ihe had been 
accuftomed to pafs her evenings. Having 
perceived that Laura had no great reliih 
for them, {he formed a fmall fele£t party 
at her own houfe, which met two or three 
limes a week, and to which the Honourable 
Mn N — , and a few others, were conftantly 
invited. 

This gentleman had long been on a foot- 
ing of friendly intimacy with Signora Spor- 
za, and now found an additional pQwer of 
attradion to her parties in the lively and 
judicious conVerfation of L^ura. Few men's 
company was more univerfally acceptable 

than 
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tliaii Mr. N — 's ; but what rendered him 
peculiarly agreeable to Madame de Seidlits 
and her daughter, was his acquaintance 
with the Baron Carloftein and Captain Seid- 
lits. He became known to the firft during 
hia refidence at Potfdam; and the Baron» 
onhis exprefling an inclination to fee the 
oimp at Magdeburg, gave him a letter of 
introdudion to his friend Captain Seidlits, 
who was there with bis regiment ; and Mr. 
N — always fpoke of thofe two gentlemen 
in high terms of commendation* 
: Laura was feldom or never in company 
with Mr. N — , without making frefh ia- 
quity concerning her brother* It was not 
in Mr. N— *s power to talk much of him 
without his friend Carloftein's being irt- 
eluded in the circumftances of the narrative; 
iand every anecdote relating to thofe gen- 
tleitien fcemed highly interefting to Madame 
de Seidlits, and ftill more fo to Laura. 

« Pray, Sir/* faid fhe to Mr. N-— , one 
evening when the reft of the company were 
engaged at cards, " is my brother as fond 
of horfcs as ever i^ 

t' He 
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^ He is remarkably ibod of las iBOrfe^'^ 
ttplied Mr. N — ; ** and no dEcer in the 
army is efteemed a better rider.*^ 

** He is very graceful on horfebackp'^ 
laid Launu 

** He is yery much fo/' replied Mr#. 
N~. 

^M do not think the fear qn his face at 
all dis6gures him/' (aid Laura. 

^^ He had no (ear on his face, madtm^ 
when I faw him/' replied Mn H^^. 

*^ No fear ?" faid Laura^ with furprife* 

** No, madam ;-~not Captain Seidlits :• 
his friend the Baron, indeed, has a very 
honourable fear covered with a piece of 
black plafler, which does not disfigure him 
intheleaft." 

** I thought you had mention^ him^'^ 
laid Laura, blufhing very deeply. 

A confiderable degree of intimacy was 
gradually formed between Mr. N—- and 
thi^ "yoHng lady. It was hardly poifible 
for them not to have a mutual eileem for 
each other. Laura had received the moil 
favourable impreiSion of Mr. N— from 
5 Signora 
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Si^jiipr^ £por^ -^ho had ipoke. Qf bUn as 
a ^aof Jfemf?, mtcgrity, and beneyoleocei 
and her owa obfervatiop of his converfation 
apd .behaviour, confirmed her in the juftice 
of lier friend's repreferitatiom He, on the 
other hand, while he agreed with the ge- 
neral opinion of the graces of Laura's face 
and perfonr was flill more flruck with her 
other' accbttijpHftiments, with the genuine 
modefty and miafFe&ed dignity of manner 
wbicli accompanied ber beauty : (be was 
equally fret frdto coquetry and di%uife j 
her ftntiraents of thofiJ around her might 
be eafily guefled by her behaviour* 

To thofe of whom (he had but an indif- 
ferent opinion, (he bbferved fuch ^ degree 
of cautious and polite referve as rendered 
it very difficult for them to be on a footing 
df any degree of freedom or eafe with heri 
however ftrohgly they weredefirous of be- 
ing fo. But to thofe of whom flie thought 
well, and particularly to Mr. N— , flie be- 
haved with a natural frahknefSj eipreflBve 
of confidence and good- will. 

Vol. I. C c Yet 
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Yet although this engaging franknefs of 
tnanoer was extended to her male friends 
as well at her female, it was always at* 
fended with fuch expreflive purity and dig- 
nity as precluded licentious hopes or wifhes; 
for innate modefty pervaded the eafy open- 
neft of her manners, appeared in all her 
wordSf anions, and geftures, and prefided 
even in her drefs. As often as the moik 
fecmed to lean to the oppofiic fide, Laura 
had the art of making her*s retain the fa- 
(hionable air, while fee correded the cir- 
cumftance which ihe difapproved. 

Mr. N — had the fame degree of efteem 
and approbation of LaUra, which fhe made 
no difficulty of declaring for him ; and 
there was no engagement which he would 
have preferred to paffing an evening at 
Signora Sporza's, when he knew that Laura 
was iQ be of the party. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

CharaSteriJlic Sketches^ 

TV/TR. N— had for his fervant out of 
livery, one Buchanan, a ScDtchmaQf 
to whom hie mafter's growing attachment 
to Laura gave the greateft concern ; and 
his concern augmented in proportion to the 
beauties and accomplifhments which he 
himfelf could not help obfervlng in that 
young lady, and the good qualities he 
heard afcribed to her y for he had too good 
an opinion of his mafter's tafte and pene- 
tration to thitik him capable of a lading at- 
tachment to one who was not remarkably 
accomplifhed. But Laura had one failing 
which, in this man*s opinion, neither beau- 
ty, nor fortune, nor underftanding, nor an 
aflemblage of every good quality of mind or 
perfon could compeofate— (he was a Romaa 
Catholic. 

Cc3 That 
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That bis mafter (ho\x\4 be captivated^ aod- 
poffibly drawn into a marriage with a wo- 
man of that religion, Buchanan confidered 
as one of the gceateft misfortunes that could 
happen to him, and he knew it would be 
viewed in the fame light by Lady Elizabeth, 
Mr.N — 's aunt, by whom he had been 
placed with her nephew. The ftron^ at- 
tachment this man had for his matter, and 
his extraordinary zeal for his welfare, 
prompted him to intermeddle in matters 
which did not properly belong to him, and 
to offer his advice much oftener than it was 
wiflied or expeded. 

One day when Mr. N — diqed at home, 
and expeded nobody but Mr. Steele, who 
lived with him, the latter invited Mr» 
Squander, and he brought along with him 
a certain Mr. Bronze, one of thofe gofliping 
companions, who know every body, are of 
^very body's opinion, and are always ready 
to laugh at every body's joke ; who neftle 
themfelves into th^ intimacy of men of for- 
tune and rank, allow themfelves to be 
latighed at; are invited on that accounti or 

to 
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to fill a vacant chair at the table ; and foine- 
times merely 'to afford the landlord the 
comfort of having at leaft one perfon in 
the company of inferior underftanding to 
himfelf, whofe chief employment is to fetch 
and carry tittle-tattle ; become at length as 
it were one of the family, and are alter- 
nately carefled and abufed like any other 
fpaniel in it. This perfon had, many years 
ago, come to Italy with a party of young 
Englifli, who, as they pofted through the 
country, dropped him fick at Ferrara 5 and 
having refided ever lince in Italy, he was 
thought to have fome tafte in pidlures, an- 
tique intaglios, cameos, ftatues, &c. and 
had picked up a confiderable fortune by 
felling them to his countrymen who came 
to Rome or Naples. 

Mr. Squander would not, for his own 
private fatisfadion, have given a horfe-fhoe 
for all the antiquities in Rome, and had no 
more tafte in painting than his pointer ; 
yet, tliinking that he muft carry home a 
fmall afibrtment of each, were it only to 
prove that he had been in Italy, Mr. Bronze 
C c 3 had 
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had been recommended to him as a great 
connoiflcur, who would either furnifh him 
with what he wantedr or aflift him in pur« 
chafing it. 

Buchanan waited ^t the fide-board. — 
They talked of an affembly, at which 
Meflrs. N— , Squander, and Steele, had 
been the preceding evening. The firft fpoke 
with warmth of the beauty of Laura. The 
antiquarian, who had alfo feen her, faid, 
Her face had a great refemblance to a cer- 
tain admired Madona of Guido's.~-Mr. 
Squander obferved, That he thought (he 
was very like a pidure which he had feen 
at Bologna, but whether it was painted hy 
Guido or by Rheni he could not recoiled. 
— Mn N— faid, fmiling, That it was pro- 
bably done by both, as they often painted 
corijundly ; — " but, however that may be/' 
continued he, " the young lady I men- 
tioned has one of the fined countenances 
that I ever faw either in hature or on can- 
vafs.*' Buchanan, who was forry to hear 
hrs maftef praife her with fuoh warmth, 
ibcfok his head. 

'' You 
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** You bavc feeti matty handfonricr in 

Scotland,'' faid Squander, addrefiing him^ 
felf to Buchanan. 

** I will not prefume to make any com- 
parifons, Mr. Squander,** replied Buchanan; 
** for, on the prefent occafion, I doubt ihicy 
would be thought odious/^ 

Mr. N — had often defired Squander to 
leave off the indecent cuftom which he had, 
of addrefiing the fervants, but without ef- 
fed. So taking no notice of what pafied 
between him and Buchanan, he proceeded 
to praife Laura^s accomplifhment^, parti- 
cularly her voice, and her execution on the 
piano forte. 

^^ 7c?«r country women>** faid Squander^ 
renewing his attack on Buchajoan, '* prefer 
the Scotch fiddle."— The antiquarian laugh- 
ed very heartily, and all the footmen tit- 
tered at this jeft, which Squander himfelf 
called a bonmot. — ** Abon motP* repeated 
Steele.-T-^* Yes, by G— d," faid Squander, 
•' and as good a one as ever George Bon 
Mot uttered in his life. What think you, 
Buchanan V 

C c 4 •^ It 
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*' It certainly tMpars this mark of a good 
jokC) Mr. Squander/' faid Buchanan, ^^ that 
it has been often repeated j yet there are 
people who would rather be the objeQ; than 
the rehearfer of it.'* 

** You are a wit, Mr. Buchanjin," (aid 
Bronze, tipping the wink to Squander, 
^* and you will certainly make your fortune 
by it." 

*** If I ftiould fail that way, Mr. Bronze, 
I may try what is to be done by the haber- 
dafliing of intaglios and cameos, and other 
hardware," faid Buchanan. 

** A great many more of your country- 
men, indeed, have made their fortune as 
pedlars than as wits," refumed Squander. 

The Antiquarian burft into a loud fit of 
laughter at this fally, clapping his hands, 
and eryipg, ** Excellent, bravo!'* 

Buchanan^ obferving that Mr. N- — was 
difpleafed at what was going on, made no 
reply, till Squander pufhed him, by faying, 
** What have you to fay to that, Buchaqan ?'' 

** All, I have to fay, Mr. Squander, is, 
|hat I have known fome of my countrymen, 

as 
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as well as yours, who were beholden to 
their fortune for all the applaufe their wit 
received." 

Although Mr. N— could with difficulty 
refrain from fmiling at this remark, aflum- 
ing a ferious air, he told Buchanan, There 
was no need of his farther attendance ; and 
when he withdrew, Mr. N— ftarted ano- 
ther fubjed, which prevented the Antiqua- 
rian and Mr. Squander from abufing Bu- 
chanan, for which he faw them prepared* 

Mr. N — , however, fpoke not in hi» 
ufual affable manner to Buchanan the whole 
evening, and when he went out, addreffixig 
one of the footmen inftead of Buchanan^ as 
was his cuftom, he faid, he was going to 
Madame de Seidlita. 

Buchanan, imagining that his mafter was 
highly difpleafed with him, imputed^ it to 
his having fhaken his head at the praifes of 
Laura; and was now more convinced than 
ever, that Mr. N — was defperately in Ipve 
with her, and in immediate danger of pro- 
pofing marriage to her. 

Under 
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Under this appretienfion he refiAttdto 
life erery meana, even at the ri& of greatly 
offending his mafter, to prevent a meafurc 
which he thought diametrkaHy oppofite to 
his intereft and happmefs* Knowing that 
a certam Bar6net, who was uncle to Mr* 
N — by the mother, and whofe prefumpcive 
heir Mr. N — was, had lately arrived at 
Rome, and was foon expeded at Naples ; 
Buchanan imagined the moft likely means 
he could ufe to aecomplilh hrs purpofe, was 
to inform the Baronet ; he therefore de- 
termined to write to him all his fears rela* 
tive to his mafter. Buchanan had been 
educated at an univerfity, and had learning 
fufficient to render him. a pedant; to have 
an opportunity of difptaying his learning 
therefore, in all probability, was an addi* 
tional motive for his wrjiting the following; 
ietter to the Baronet : 

** Honoured Sir,. 
•^ Hearing of your arrival at Rome, I 
think it my indifpenfable duty to inform 
you, that my mailer, and your nephew, the 

Ho^ 
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Honourable Mn N — , has been feized with 
a violent paffion for a young lady denomir 
nated Laura Seidlits^ who lately arrived at 
this city from Germany. The young wo- 
man is of a comely countenance — Vultus 
nimium lubricus afpici^ and, as far as I have 
hitherto been able to learn, of a very tole- 
rable reputation. Yet, notwithftanding the 
fairnefs of her character and countenance, 
flie is at bottom a black Papift. — Wnc ilia 
lacbryma I^-^This is the caufe of my af- 
fiidioni for were fhe as beautiful as Helen 
of Greece, Cleopatra of Egypt, or even as 
Mary Queen of Scots, fhe being, like the 
forefaid Mary, of the Popifh perfuafion, 
would be a moft unfuitable fpoufe for my 
matter. Yet there is hardly a day goes 
over his head that he is not in^ this 
young woman's company, and the Lord 
above only knows how far a headftrbng 
youth, inftigated by paffion, may pufli 
matters, more efpecially as l^c generally 
meets her at one Signora Sporza's, a very 
pawky* gentlewoman, who underftands 

* Sly. . ^ . . 

whats 
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t«fhat*$ what as well as any woman in Na- 
ples, and being the relation of the forefaid 
Laura, will leave no ftone unturned to get 
her linked to Mr. N — . 

** I once had hopes, that as the young 
woman attends mafs regularly every day — 
for thofe poor deluded creatures fhcw more 
zeal for their own fuperftition than fome 
Proteftants do for true reltgioo-^I had once 
hopes, I fay, that (he might objeG: to mar* 
lying a Proteftant. But I am informed, 
that as the fong is. Her mother didfo before 
^'^r^ which has greatly diminiftied my hopes 
of refufal on her part ; for it is natural to 
conclude that the mother has given the 
daughter a tindure of her own difpofitiont 
and you know, Sir, that 

Quo femel eft imbuta recens, fervabit odorem, 
Telia diu. 

" I am fure I need add no more to coa* 
Vmce you of the mifery that fuch a match 
as this would occafion to all Mr. N — 's re- 
ktrdns, particularly to his honoured aunt, 
who holds Antichrift and all his adherents 
in the greateft deteftation. You muft like- 
wife 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



2 E L U C O* 413 

wife be fenfible, that a popilh wife, how*. 
cver fair her afjpeft, ; muft give but a darfe 
profped to a Proteftant hufband, inafmuck 
as her religion inftruds' her that (he is Apt 
obliged to keep faith wkh heretics. — Hcu^ 
qmties fidem mu tat of que Deosflehiti 

** Thefc rcfledions are fo mamfeft, that 
you will wonder they do not occur to Mr. 
N — ; but you muft remember, that he is 
blinded by the mift of paflion, and in thai 
ftate people cannot perceive the force of 
r^afon ; — ^id enim ratione timemus aut CU' 
fimus. Yet if you could find a plaufible 
pretext for defiring Mr. N — to meet you at 
Rome, inftead of allowing him to wait for 
you here at Naples, I am convinced he 
would obey your fummons ; and when he 
is removed from the opportunities of feeing 
this young woman, he may poffiWy \t be- 
yond the influence of her attradipjn,, a.iwi 
above the wiles of her coadjutors; and 
you may then prevail upon him to Hfteii 
to the voice of reafon, abandon this Und of 
fuperftition , and delufipn, where we have 

fojourned 
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ibjourned too long, and return diredily to 
Britain; whereas it would be as ^eafy to 
whiftle the laiirocks out of the lift^^ as to 
make him agree to this propofition while 
Ije remains within eye-fhot of this fame 
Laura Seidlits. 

I am, with all due refped. 
Honoured Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
George Buchai^an/' 

The gentleman to whom this ktter was^ 
addrcffed had already received a hint from 
a friend of his at Naples to the fame pur^ 
pofc; he therefore determined to follow 
Buchanan's advice, -and a(aually wrote to 
his nephew, that it was not in his power 
to proceed to Naples as he bad intended, 
and expreffing a ftrong defire of feeing him 
and Mr. Steele at Rome. 

However fond Mr. N^- was of Laura's 
company, he could not think of allowing 
his uncle, for whom> independent of other 
confideratipna, he had a very great refped^ 

♦ The larks from the fky. 

to 



Digitized' by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. 41J 

to return to England without -waiting 00 
him ', he therefore took his leave of Signora 
Sporza and her two friends a few day« af- 
ter receiving this letter, and he and Mr. 
Steele fet out for Rome, accompanied by 
Buchanan and two footmen* 

Signof a Sporza told him at parting, That 
(he was herfelf engaged to a lady of her ( 
acquaintance,* who had bufinefs of im- 
portance at Rome, to make that jaunt with 
her, fo that (he expeded very foon to have 
the pkafure of meeting him in that city. 

Squander, and two or thre€ other young 
Englifhmen, finding their time pafs a little 
heavily without Mr* N— and Steele, fol** 
lowed them on the third day after they kt 
out. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



4t6 Z E L U C O* 



CHAP. XLV. 

L^hypocrifie eft un hommage que le vice rend i \t 
vertue. Rochefoucault. 

'TELUCO plainly perceived at their 
next meeting the ill fuccefs of the Fa^ 
ther*s negotialiod, in fpite of the pallia-^ 
tion^ with which it was communicdted. As 
his hopes had been greatly raiied, his dis- 
appointment was great in propCNrtion'; his 
enraged fpirit, unaccuftomcd to xeftx^ftioty 
on this ocoifion was deaf to ihe dictates of 
caution, and rejeded the malk of hypocrify.j 
he raved like a mad man, poured curfeson 
both mother and daughter, particularly the 
latter, on whom he vowed vengeance for 
what he V termed her infolence, and for all* 
the trouble and vexation ftie had giten ^ 
hihu '^ 

Father Pedro crbflcd himfelf, aiidbegid'' 
to repeat his Pater Nofter. ' * ";' 
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** Come, come, Father,*' faid Zeluco, 
** do not let you and I keep up the farce 
t?ith each Other any longer. I know you 
have too much fenfe to lay any ftrefs on 
thefe mummeries ; and I am not fuch a fool 
as to think that a woman is to be won 
by crofllngs or prayers/' 

•* You have a$ good a chance that way^ 
however," replied the Father, " as by 
fweariog apd raging like a fury/' 

•* I will have her one way or another!'* 
exclaimed Zeluco. 

** And what way da you intaid to take 
next?'* faid Pedro. 

** ril have her by force. — ^111 have her 
feiied and carried aboard a veflel.-— Hi fly 
with her to Algiers ! to the Wfeft Indies ! 
^ariy virbere!" exclaimed he with a loud 
voice, and (lamping with his foot; *^ for 
flie (hall be mine; — ^by all th.e God^y ihe, 
ihalir 

'' Of all the Gods,'' faid Father Pe-, 

, dro calmly, " the God of Hell was the 

only one who was driven to thp fnijfefabje 

fliift of committing a rape to get himfelf 

Vol, I. D d a wife; 
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a wife ; do you iiUepd to mntMc i^fftf 
Signor?'*^ 

" I do not care who I imitatci*' rOMcd 
Zeluco>, *' were it the de^H." 

*^ In the prefent cafe, howerer, you will 
not even hare the fatisfa£tion of imitating 
faim throughout ; for although you nuy 
hurry yourjilf to hell^ yoa have Ittjte 
chance of carrying the lady^long witkygu. 
I would advifc you, therefore; to a^opt 
fome lefs defperatc expedient." 

*^ What expedient?" cried ^eluGOf ** I 
can think of none ; I can hardly think ajt 
all.— But if thou canft aflift nae in obtaiuing; 
this womajn, thou wilt eternally oblige m^ 
Prieft; and thou fhalt have money enough ^ 
to build a church." 

Although Zcluco in his rage thus threw 
himfelf open, and put himfelf in fome de- 
gree in the Father's power, the latter was 
refolved not to follow his example, and put 
himfelf in Zeluco's. He plainly perceived^ 
indeed, that Zeluco did hot imagine thai 
heliad aded from motives of piety; btit 
whatever fufpicions he might entertain, 
22 'Pedro 
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iPcdfo confidcreci that there was fome dif- 
ference between being fufpeded of a vHlany, 
and adioally «vowiog it 1 be therelbre af- 
fured Zeluco, that he would have do far« 
iber Qonnexion with him in this bufinefs, 
jand that be would inform againft him if 
be made any criminal attempt on Laura. 
He acknowledged, he faid, that as he had 
thought his marriage with that young lady 
Would be happy for both, aud agreeable to 
the worthy lady her mother, befides con- 
ducing to other good purpofes, he fhould 
feave been extremely happy to hjive pro* 
moted it ^ but after the furious and unwar- . 
rantable projeda he h^d juft beard of, he 
defired to have no more to do with it, di-* 
redly or indire£kly. 

' This calm remonftrance brought Zeluco 
to bis fenfes ; he now perceived that the 
perfon he had to deal with, and whofe af- 
fiftance be ft ill thought might be of ufe, 
waa of too wary a character to aft without 
n cover, to wjiich he might retreat on oc- 

Dd2 - After 
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After a Utile fecollccftion he replied, itt 
conciliating terms, " Surely, Father, you 
cannot imagine that what ba& efcaped the 
in a moment of paffion is my ferious in- 
tention; my own refleaion$ would very 
foon have convinced me of the folly and 
wickednefs of an attempt which your prd- 
dence has in au inftant put in a juft lights 
I think myfelf moft happy in fuch a friend 
on whofe wifdom I may rely^ and whofe 
counfels I (hall ever be ready to follow. 
My love and refpe£l for the virtuous young 
lady is fuch, that I will ufe every lawful 
means in my power ta obtain her hand; 
I know the well-placed confidence which 
flie has in you, and I moft earneftly beg 
thatt you will ufe your influence with her 
in my favour. In the mean time, my dear 
Fither, I- am fenfible of the trouble whidi 
I give you ; and as the only way in whicli^ 
you permit me to fliew my gratitude is by . 
enabling you to extend your bcncvofencei 
tathe deferving and the neceflitous^ libeg/ 
you will accept of this, whicb you will^p? 
ply to whatever piooa purpofe you think 

proper:* 
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proper -/'---So faying, /he put a purfe of fe- 
quina into th^ Fathers hands> afluring hioa. 
of double tl3?e £Ufli, independent of what he 
had alrieady: promifed, on the fuccefeful 
co«clufion of the bufinefs* . 

*f Now, my fon/' replied the Monk, 
** you talk rationally ; and reafon always 
fuggefts fa mode of a<iion oppofite to what 
is pronapted, by rage. You have already 
gained . the good opinion of the young 
lady's mother ; pleafe to recoUeft how you 
gained it ; nqt by violence, but by gentle- 
nefs, by rendering her an eflential fervice : 
and akhough the young woman be.rfelf 
feems indifpofed towards you, yet who 
kiiows what a feqfe of gratitude might do ? 
— it might have the fame effed on the 
daughter that it has had on the mpther. 
The laft obligation you laid on the family 
was of a pecuniary nature, which is more 
apt to irtake an impreflion on an .oW heart. 
tba^n t^n-a young ; but there are obligfttianft t 
^bidh; qja/ke deeper impreflion^ on youqg 
Jjc^rts tb-an on old/' 



.l.>.^u'.^ 
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** What db^gscdom »c tlsofe? Tarn 
ready to do whatCTJar yott dbc3&/' ' 

^ Opportunkietofthis kind may cMtur,'* 

laid the Father, *^ and theo your owd good 

fenfe will dired^ you how to profit by them* 

la your rage you propofed methods; the 

moll likely to make her deteft you> a;ad 

love thgfe who (hould have the good for-^ 

tune to free her from you ; you fpoke nc^ 

like yourfelf, but like a robber^ like a r^- 

vijher. A man who attempted what you 

threatened would draw upon himfelf her 

juft hatred, whereas he who did the reverfe, 

who had the good fortune to fave her from 

fuch aa attemptt might probably gain her 

love." 

, .Having faid this In a very fignificantmsoi- 

oer, Father Pedro took his leave. In fpite 

; €fcf Zehi^'s endeavours to prevail on him to 

be more explicit, after remfiining for fome 

; time in ^profound meditation, '' He who 

-bsB the good fortune," faid he, repeating 

to hiiflfdf the words which Pedro had pro- 

'nounted with ^mphafis ; '^ he wh<^ has 

'-"''•' ' .^'-i .,•-■-.. the 
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attempt might probably gain her hciit. — 
Wko can: make fuch an attempt ?^— How 
can i deliver her from dangers to which fhe 
is not expofed ?*' 

Heconjedured however, that the Father 
meant to convey a hint to him refpefting 
fome emergency which he knew would oc- 
cur, although he was refolved not to be far- 
ther explicit ; and determined to obferve his 
words and anions attentively, in the hope^ 
of difcovering his meaning more clearly. 

Two days after, he was able more fully 
to comprehend the Father's idea ; when he 
informed Zeluco that he had juft left Ma- 
dame de Seidlita and her daughter ; that 
Laura having often exprefled a curio/ity to 
vifit Mount Vefuvius, her mother, who 
had formerly oppofed it, had ndw s^feed 
to it, on his offering to accompany her ahd 
Signora Sporza ; that accordingly he and 
thefe two ladies were to dine next* day at 
Poftici, yifit the mountain in the, evening, 
and return to Naples th^e fame night.— -*' If 
you are eager to be of the party,'* added 
D d 4 he> 
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hcg *^ I will eodeayanr to obtain the h^&a 
cooibac/' 

ZelucOf eogrofled by refle^n, did not 
giye an immediate aofwer. 

^ But I know,'* continued the Father^ 
^^ you have been there already ; and pot- 
iibly do not chufe to return again/' 

" Pray, my good Father," faid Zeluco, 
routing from his reverie, ** at what hour 
do you propofe returning to town ?" 

** It is impoffiblc to fay exadly," replied 
Father Pedro ; " I dare fay it will be late 
enough, for I find Signora Laura wifhes to 
fee the explofions to the greateft advantage; 
but I perceive we cannot have you. I fhall 
not, however, inform the ladies that I made 
yop the propofal, or that you fo much as 
know of the expedition, left they fliould 
accufe you of want of gallantry. Adieu. 
J can ftay no longer at prefent.*' 

** What fervants do you take with you ?*' 
jrefumed Zeluco. 

** I really do not know, ' faid the Fa^ 
ther ; ** but I muft be excufed, I cannot 
ftay any longer now ; — one of my peni- 
tents 
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teatfl waiSs for me.-^S«yints f— let me fcfr 
r— there will be no need of many fer^^anw. 
I prefume we fhall have only Giaconao. 
The muleteers will be With us till we regain 
the carriage ; and then we fhall have only 
ihe coathpian and Giacomo to attend us to 
town. Saying this, the cautious Monk 
hurried away, leaving Zeluco fatisfied re- 
ijpeSing the ipeaning of bij5 former hinjs. 
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CHAP. XLVL 

——Revenge, at firft thought fweet, 
Bitter ere long, back on itfelf recoils. 

MlLT^Jf. 

'XELUCO now determined to plan an 
attack on the ladies as they return- 
cd from the mountain, to drive off the 
affailants, and affume the merit with Laura 
of having faved her from robbery and 
aflfaffination. ' 

Having communicated his defign to his 
valet-de-chambre, the confidant and ac- 
complice of many of his villanies j the 
fcheme feemed pradlicable and fafc in all 
refpeds, except in the neceflity which ap- 
peared of employing many agents. The 
yakt however undertook the bufinefs with 
the affiftance of only one perfon, and fpoke 
Vfith a confidence of fuccefs feldom acauired 
otherwife than by experience in fimilar fcenes. 

Being 
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Being ndw convinced of Signora Sporza's 
diflike to faim, and having a violent fufpi- 
cion that it was through her means that 
Laura was io ill difpofed towards him, Ze- 
luco exprefled fome anxiety with regard to 
Signora Sporza, left flie might fufped the 
fource of the attempt.'— The valet affured 
him, ih^t Jhe (hould be particularly attended 
to, for he would order his companion to fire 
his piftol fo clofe to her ear, that though 
charged only with powder, it would c6a- 
found her fufficiently to prevent her from 
mafeing obfervationsy and terrify the ref^ of 
the company into non-^refiftance. 

This fuggefled a horrid jJiece of wicked- 
nefs to the vengeful mind of Zeluco, which 
however he did not communicate to the 
valer; but next day, when he underftood 
that every thing was arranged, he defired 
|o fee the piftol with which the man was 
^o arm his companion ; — ** You are certain 
it is charged with powder only," faid he. 
^* I am very certain," replied the valet; 
" for I charged it myfelf." ** Let the 
fellpw fire theo dire^ly at her head ; thi§ 

will 
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will frighten her into filenee,** ikid TaIuco, 
*• and render every thing eafy," — He then 
gave him very particular diredions in what 
manner they were to behave to Laura; and, 
fending the valet to fetch fomething from a 
diftant part of the houfe, he dipt two bul* 
lets into the piftol : the hatred and third 
of revenge, which burned in his breaft, 
againfl Signora Sporza, overcoming his 
caution, and prompting him to a meafure 
which might have produced a difcovery of 
the whole plan. 

Before thefe two emiflaries fet out, 2e- 
luco again repeated to the valet not to al- 
low his companion to touch Laura, but to 
pull Signora Sporza entirely out of thecar^ 
riage, and then fire the piftol in her face, 
which would be the fignal for Zeluco himfelf 
to make bis appearance^ 

In die evening Zeluco waited on Ma-^ 
daine de Seidlits, where he found Father 
Mulb; he aflFe£ked great furprife when iher. 
toW him^ that her daughter, Signora Sporza, < 
and Father Pedro had fet out that' f^me:' 
mpraiflg on ^m expedition to Mount Vefi^ - 

viusj 
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Vius } and that they were not as yet re- 
turned. 

When the night advanced without their 
appearing, Madame de Seidlits became un* 
eafy ; the noife of every carriage gave her 
hopes that it was theirs ; and every difap- 
pointment when the carriage faffed in- 
creafed her uneafinefs. > 

When I^adame de Seidlits firft began to 
cxprefs her apprehenfion, Zeluco with* 
drew on pretence of an engagement 5 and 
Father Mulo remained, as he faid himfelf, 
to comfort Madame de Seidlits, in cafe any 
misfortune fhould really have happened to 
Laura and the reft of the party, 

Madame de Seidlits had heard, in gene- 
ral, of people being fometimes hurt by the 
fall of the fubftances exploded from the 
mountain: her alarmed imagination prompt-* 
cdrher to make particular ix;iqiiiriM cm this 
fidsj^a } and Father Mulo*s retentive me- 
moty fuppHed her with every iaftanceof that ' 
k^td • w)lich had happened for many y^ari r 
baok^- but he added, zt the cl6fc o£-ctery'. 
€xad3^^e> HthIC fi}db a ^ousfortuae hftting s 

^ , f happened 
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happened to the people he mentioned, cooM 
not be confidered as a pofitive proof that 
the iame had be^lea any of die company 
for whom fhe was fo mdch interefted; mm! 
if the like had happened to Jbae cf ihem^ 
ftill tt was poflible that Lam^ was not die 
tmfortunate perfon : " For which reafon,** 
added he, •* my dear Madam, you ought 
to keep yourfelf in perfect tranqjiillityt and 
hope for the beft ; becaufe vcxxng yourfelf 
will be of no manner of ufe, but is rather 
a tempting of Providence, and may draw 
down upon your head the very misfortune 
you dread, or fome other as bad." By 
fuch reafoning Father Mulo endeavouredEt 
with uninterrupted perfeverance, to quiet 
her fears. 

What effed this method of conveying 
comfort might have produced on the mind 
of Madame de Seidlits can never be knowut : 
for. her imagination was too much akrj9bed) 
to permit her to attend to his difcourfe: 
beJGde«, although it may feem a bold wordt 
no ecclefiaftic ever poffefliyd the fac;ulty of^ 

fpeakiog without being liftcncd to in great- 
er 
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et .perfipiaio^ thm itte j^everead Father 

M Oft leaving Madame de Seidlitd^ ZeliHx> 
flapuflfied hi^ horfe* and rode dire^ly to* 
wards^ the place which he had fixed on for 
the attack* Having perceived his emifla- 
xip in waiting) he turned his horfe without 
Teeming to take notice of themy and rode 
ilowly backwards^ and forwards till he faw 
the carriage coming brilkly along. The 
valet and his companion, with mafks on 
their faces, riding furioufly up to the car- 
riage, ordered the driver to ftop on pain of 
having his brains blown out j the driver 
inftantly obeyed, and Giacomo fell from his 
hotfc on his knees, fupplicating for mercy 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft ; to whom, after he had recovered 
his recolledion a little, he added Su Ja- 
lUiarius.— Father Pedro alfo prayed with 
much £ieming fervency, invoking the aid 
of:&t. Dominic, and a whole hoil of otlher 
faints. 

After the valet had taken the ladies purfes^ 
iRrhich were inftantly prefented to him, the 

other 
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other fdbwartgged^lgt»6r<Siton:af«flr«f 
the cbAtfe ; fhe fexdaftnedtttuiemy tflii}^ ' 
falui beea delivered t<i thfctfi,- A(ld^akemt>te^ 
to get into the carriage aj^aih ) buf'tbe-ftO^ • 
Iow> Handing bctweeoher and it# pefeoAod 
hia piftol> which flaffaed without going bffi 
Zdttco feeing the flafh, and hearing* th$ ' 
fcreams of Laura, galloped towards the ; 
carriage, hollowing » and threatening the 
afiailants with immediate death if they did ■ 
not defifl; bet the fellow, whofe {)iftDl 
had fnapped, fearing that he ihould not be 
thought to have perfotmed his part pro- 
perly, if he did not actually fire it, cocked : 
it once more, and fired it off in fu(^ 4 
hurried manner, that , both the bullets 
pafled the head of Signora Sporza, and ' 
one of them lodged in Zeluco's fhoulder* 

This daggered him a little ; but /the . 
attacJcer$ flying, he came up to the Cfti^t 
riagc in time to prevent Lau^a fro;» tq^^ifn^: 
out of it; fhe had retained h^r prefei^e (jf,* 
mind while fhe confidered . the aflaili^^Su 
limply as robbers j and after delivej;iMj^ 
their money, feeing Signora Sj^j^a^^i]^c4,j 

'violfui^y 
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Ff^bor ?cdrotx)!afliil fayet; but on hcariog; 
t?>p,^j»ftal, fired* which fhe imagiaed had* 
killed Jaier^/]:ie«di;flie fainted ia the chaife*^ 
SigQOM %arza al(b was greatly alarmed y 
butiedbg the aggrejQbrs fly, fee rofe fromr 
her kneesy on which fee had funk when the 
piflx)l was fired, and affifted Zeluco and Fa- 
ther Pedr6 in their endeavours to recover 
Laura, who, as foon as fee recognifed Sig- 
nora Sporza and the Father, and under- 
ftood that the danger was over, exclaimed, 
*' What bleflfed atigel has delivered us 
from the ruffians?" Father Pedro imdae- 
^iately anfwered, ** We all owe our deli- 
verance to Signor 2ieluco/' — ** Signer Ze- 
luco !'* cried Laura, with painful furprife. 
♦* ye8,.my daughter/' added he; '*and here 
he; is to receive our grateful acknowledg- 
ments/'—** We are all highly indebted to 
yinii Bighor,^' faid fee : ** If ow proyiden- 
tiil was your coming!*' added Father 
?tSt6. — '* Confiderihg the hour of the 
ni^ht,** ifaid Signora Sporza *' his com- 
irig feems miraculoufly fo.*^ 
-Vot. I. E e Zeluctf 
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Zeluco then informed them bow he wa!f 
induced to meet them y that as he drew' 
near the carriage^ hearing the fhrieka of 
Signora Laura, he had rode up to the ruf- 
fians, one of whom, he faid, he could have 
taken, had he not been more anxious- to 
relieve them than to feize him. 

The driver and Giicomo having now rcr 
covered from their terror, the carriage Was 
prepared, and the company moved towards 
the town. Giacomb told the driver as fhey 
went, that he had made an obfervation 
which he would communicate to him as a 
friend, becaufe it might be of ufe on future 
occafions of the fame nature ; it Was this : 
jhat while he continued to implore the firff 
three perfons to whom he had addreffed 
his prayers, no interpofition had been made 
in his favour ; but that as foon as he be- 
gan to implore the protection of St. Janu- 
arius, Signor Zeluco had appeared for the 
refcue of the company. *' Certo'' faid the 
coachman, ** St. Januarius takes the great- 
eft care of all his votaries on Mount Ve- 
fuvius arid the neighbouring diftrid, a^ 
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^gni uccelh pa niio ^ belto -, biit out of fi^ht ' 
of'-fKe trioutatain, he aflurcd Giacomo that 
St» Jantiarius israte as regardfefs of prslyeVs 
as his neighbours, and not more to be de-' 
pended upori than: thofe he cfamplained of» 

When the company arrived at the hcuf^^ 
of Madanie de Seidlits, Father Mulo was 
givmg her a circumftantial account of a 
robbery with affafflnation, which happened^ 
many yearJ^ before on the road becweefi 
Pottici and Niapte^ j and, asf he vfrith woifi-^ 
deffdl acmrnorf remarked, Idokfdg at ht« 
«(rtfich, mtich about the hour ih which he 
irt«:then fpeaking; he affo derailed thfe 
^oviderttial maiftfer in which the iftiut^deref 
Was difcovered, and how he was broke on 
the ^Srheel, to the edification, as Father 
Mulo'expr^flfeid hintfelf, of all ttie beflold- 
trs, ' iiid the gi-eat comfort of the murdered 
peffbn's wid6w\ 

The powerful faculty hinted above, 
which the father poflefled, and which 
{hone with peculiar luftre in narrative^ 
prevented thefe anecdotes from afFeding 
liladame de Seidlits fo much as they would 
E e s otherwise 
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oikerwife have done. ' Tbe fight' of Ac 
compaoj whtcH now eotered her hoq& ie-> . 
licvcd her, however, from a fet of rccj 
difagreeable reflexions. 

Father Pedro, in the preieoce of the W-^ 
dies^ gave her the hifiory of their ad^ca-* 
ture, in which the generous, intrejudtiy of 
^gnor Zeluco made a confpicuous figure; 
3iui the watchful care of Provideacf jfi. 
ffAding him u> their deliverance was m;;^- 
tioned in the mc^ pious termjB. 
< .Madame de Seidlits then poured out die 
grateful eflFufions of her heiirt tn thanks. tOr 
Zeluco^ who modeftly acknowkdged thUW 
on feeing her alarmed at the ladies no^ 
returning, and being Itimfelf exceedingly^ 
uneafy, he had on leaving her immediately 
mounted his horfe, and galloped towardi 
Poftici, which he ihould ever coofider as 
tbe moil fortunate incident of his lifes with 
whatever confequence the accident ^hieh 
had happened to himfelf Ihould be afr^ 
tended f 

♦* Accident!'' cried Madame deSeidKts; 
f' What accident^" — and then percebdng 

blood 
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blood on lri$ dotlies, — ^* Alas! Sigaor/* 
faid. f&c^ *^' yott arc wotinded ! fend di- 
r«aiy for aifurgcon !" 

Father Pedro, who, notwithftanding the 
blood, had reafond of his own for thinking 
that he was not at all, or in no dangerous 
degree hurt, faid it would be heft that Ze- 
loco were removed to his own houfe, where 
tUt ^onnd wotild be examined more con* 
leniently, and propofed to acciMfipany him 
immediately. 

Mttdame de Seidlits, wringing her hands 
in the utmoft grief, begged that all poffiblc 
care might be taken of him ; for (he (hould 
never again know comfort if any accident 
fiiould accrue to fo worthy a man, particu-^ 
larly, added (he, looking to Laura, on fuch 
an occafion. 

Her daughter^ with more compofure, but 
with vifible emotion, begged of Father Pe* 
dro not to leave Zeluco till his wound wm 
drcfled, which fhe hoped would not be 
found dangerous. 

, Fkther Mulo dcfired Zeluco to be of good 
$heer^ fbr HtkvcnJeUom permitted villany 
J ' ' ■ E e 3 of 
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c^ thia^ kind to pai% ynpjtsniilied ; but that 
ifl cafe this wousd fhouM prove mortait fee 
might rely upon it, that the plann^ra -^f ftiefe 
a diiriog attack would be brought to opea 
fiiame ; for, fooner or later, murdet's were 
always difcovered. 

Signora Sporza obferved to Zeluco, who 
by this time was not the lead alarmed ia 
th« company, that the woujod could not 
be daqgerouSi as he had been able (9 &t 
on horfi^back while they were pamiBg ^ 
tpwn* ■ ^ 

?5ehico was then put into a carriage^ 
and (lowly tranfported to his own Houfc, 
accQfppanied by Father Pedro, who did not 
chufe to make any particular inquiry, 
nor to cxprefs the furprile he ^'eally felt at 
there being a wound at all ; fpr, aa the 
carriage went flowly, he was afraid of be- 
ing overheard by the fervant that walked 
by its fide. The wounded man bimfelf 
was filent, except that, once he myt- 
tered^/" Damn the awkward blockhead p 
fjnd afterwards, '' ^^hat a ci|irfe4 bl^n-; 
derri . " ' ^ *" ^ '.* 
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As foon as he was pia^ocd in liis own bed* 
cfcaial^er* " Is th^ furgeq«i<ome? '^ feid he 
|o Father Pedro. 

** Do you really wifh for a fujggeop i!* 
iaid the Father. 

** Certainly; don't you fee how I bleed ?!' 

V I feiB blood ; but I had hopes it was not 
from your veins.'* 

** It is a curfed bufinefs : pray fend for a 
furgcon/' cried Zeluco impatiently.-^This 
uras done accordingly. 

The valet and his accomplice had r^^ 
turned before Zeluco had even reached the 
town. The former, on hearing that a fur*' 
geon was fent for, and feeing blood on his 
matter's arm, was adonifhed* and cried, 
** How is it poflible, Sir, that you can be 
wounded? For " 

** Peace, babbler," faid Zeluco. 

** Can any thing be more natural,'* fald 
Father Pedro, with a farcaftical fmile, *' than 
for piftols to make wounds, efpecially when 
fired by two fuch bloody-minded ruffians? 
But I muft now leave you, Signor ; ycm 
may depend on my prayers for your reco- 
E e 4 vcry^ 
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very, and that you may foon reap the fruits 
of your generous valour/' He then with- 
drew, convinced that the wound was fidlt- 
tious, and invented as a natural incident 
on the farce, which would be better aded 
by the mafter, the fervant, and the furgeon, 
without his taking any part. .' 
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CHAP. XLVIL 

^ Medical Confultation. 

A S Fathef Pedro went out, a Phyfician 
and Surgeon entered the room to- 
gether. It was found that the bullet had 
entered the arm, near the (houlder, and 
without having injured the bone or joint, 
was feltbeiieath the fkin on the oppofite fide. 

It was extrafted without difficulty after 
9n incifion. The Dodor and Surgeon then 
retired to another room to confult. The 
latter was a Frenchman of fome humour, 
a confiderable .ihare of fhrewdnefsi and 
much of a coxcomb. 

** This wound is nothing,'' faid the 
Doaor. 

. " We muft try to make fomething of it 
however," replied the Surgeon. 

^ It will heal of itfelf direftly,*' refumed 
the DoSor. 

** It 
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** It muft therefore not be left to itfeif/' 
faid the Surgeon. 

•*• What farther do you intend ?*'/aid the 
Phyfician; ^ Httle more feems neceflary, 
except applying fome frefh lint every day.'* 

" Lafcia far' a Marc Antonio^'^ replied 
the Surgeon, ^^ I will idk,t care that his 
Excellency fliall not be expofed xo danger 
oa the high road for at leaft a month to 



come.'* 



*^ Unlefs it be to prefcf ibe fome qoc^ing 
phyfic, and fuch a low regimen as will 
prevent his fufFering from want of es^rcife, 
I can 4o nothing," laid the Phyfipiao. 

" That is doing. a great deal," faid the 
Surgeon ; " it keeps the patieat in iow 
fpirits, and repders him obedient.*' 

** But after all, how do you intend eo 
treat the wound itfelf r* faid the Phyfician, 

** I intend to treat it fecundum artem;' 
replied thcjgurgeon. 

•^ hene, 'benTrefp^dtftir i2:xA the Phy- 
fician s *' and fo muc!i"*wthe wound:-^ 
Now, pray what fay you to tfee ni^^* 
2 cont«me4 
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cpMimiftd the Phyfician; ** they talk of a 
Jluffian fleet in the Mediterranean." 

*' Whether that will take place or not,'* 
faid the Surgeon, ** depends entirely Oft 
the king's pleafure/* 

*' How fo ?'* faid the Phyfician; " bow 
can his majefty prevent it ?*' 

" By threatening to fink them if they 
prefumed to enter the Streights^" replied 
the Surgeon. •^ The Toulon fleet will be 
fufEcient." 

'' Toubn fleet!" cried the Phyfician} 
^* why, what king do you mean ?" 

** Why, the king of France to be fure/* 
replied the Surgeon ; ** What other king 
can I mean ?'' 

** Ft prego di Jcujarmi^ Signor/' cried 
the Phyfician ; ^^ but in fpeaking of.the 
)dag in Naples, I thought the king of 
l^aples might perhaps be meant«" 

«* Afe di DiQ^ Signor,'' replied the Sur- 
geon ; ** non m*i venuto mai in penjkro ; but 
I believe,'' added bCi looking at his watch, 
;^ oi^r confq|;^ti9fj i*ft9 1*^^^ ^ decept time 

I 

The 
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The Phyiician being of the fame opiniba, 
tbey returned to the patient's bed-chamben 
The Dodor ordered a low diet> and eooliog 
plifaos in great abundance* . 

*' What do you think of the wouad ^ '^ 
iaid Zeluco to the Surgeon. 

** It would be raflb to fpeak decifi v^ely aX the . 
very firft dreffiog, Signor,*' faid the Surgeon.. 

** But what is your general notipn;?^ 
refumed Zeluco. 

** Why, Signor, if my friend here will 
anfwer for keeping down the fever, I will 
do my beft to fave your Excellency's arm." 

*• Save my arm V exclaimed Zeluco ; ** I 
would rather be damned than lofe my arm, 
Sir." 

** That may be, Signor," faid the Sur- 
geon, •* but people are not always allowed 
their choice on fuch occafions." 

" Zounds, Sir !*' exclaimed Zeluco ; *' do 
you think there is any danger of my lofing 
my arm ?" 

** I am determined to fave it, if poffible/' 

Paid the Surgeon, ** and it will afford me 

great pleafure to fucceed.'* 

Here 
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Here the Phyfician intetfcriog, begged 
of Zeluao to be compafed^ for noditog re«^ 
tarded the cure of wounds more than im* 
patience ; be hoped, by the ' great (kill ot 
his friend, every thing would terminate to 
his fatisfadion, provided he would be re- 
ligned, and follow the direiftions that from 
time to time would be given him. 

With much internal chagrin, Zeluco was . 
obliged to affume the appearance of ferenitv, 
and he promifed to obey the injundions of 
thofe two learned gentlemen. 
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CHAP. XLVDL 

The French Surgftu^ 

npHE foUoviog day die Phyficun and 
Sargom did not think it expedient to 
take the dreiEngr from the wonnd, hot le* 
newed their iojunOions that 2Ieluco fhould 
be kept exceedingly qoier, take his medi- 
cines pundually, and ftridlj acBiere to the 
cooled regimen* As the wound now was 
more painful than at firfi, the patient be^ 
came apprehenfive of lofing his arm» and 
complied with the diredioos given, though 
not without breaking out frequently into 
violent execrations on the unlucky chance 
by which he was reduced to the necefSty of 
fuffcring fuch penance. 

Madame de Seidlits had fent a meflages 
de(iring that the Surgeon might call at her 
houfe when he left his patient. 

He went accordingly^ and found Father 
Mulo with her. 

•* I am 
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'' lim extremely happy, Madattt," faid 
the Surgeon, *' to have this opporttinuy of* 
paying you my devorrs ; it ia an honour I 
have long wUhed for, I pefccive, by the 
brilliancy of your looks, that you are in 
charming health/* 

^ Pray/ Sir," faid M&dame dfe Seidltts, 
^ith impatience, ^ bow da you fmd — — ?'^ 

** I afk ybu teiithoufand pardons, Ma* 
dam,' for interrupting yon/' faid the Sur- 
geon^;* *• but I beg to knov«r, before yott 
|)roceed, how the amiable and accomrplifhcd 
"farni^ lady your daughter doesr'" - 

*' My daughter 'it ^tij well,. Slri*'' an** 
fwered Madame de Seidlits ; '*" niow will 
you be fo obliging— — *^ 

*^ You may command whatever is m my 
power, Madam/' faid the Surgcdn, bowing 
very law. * 

'* Then pray tell me, Sir, how you left 
your patient/' 

. *' I have a great many patients, Madam> \ 
but I prefume your Ladylhip inquires, at . 
prefent, for Signor Zehico/* 

•*Ida, 
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^ I do. Sir, and earncfily beg to koow 
how you left him ?'* 

^' Mach better than I found bitn, Ma- 
dam — I have cut a bullet out of him.^ 

>* Poor gentleman T' cried Madame de 
Scidlits* 

^ He 16 not the poorer for that^Madam/' 
faid the Surgeoa i ^^ he is a great gainer 
by what has been taken from him/' 

** I hope he is in no manner of danger V 
laid Father Mulo, who was ftillwith her. 

'^ Alas! Father/' faid the Surgepn, 
*^ how often ar e x>ur hopes fallacipus;*-— a 
heretic hopes to go to Heavcn> which is 
impoiCble : is it not. Father ?'' 

** That certainly Js impoffible/' . faid 
Mulo. 

, " I knew/' continued the Surgeon, ^* .that 
ypu would be fully convinced of tj>at gre^l , 
atid comfortable truth/' 

** But you do not think this poor gemle-f 
|E[dn in danger ?'' faid Madame de Seidlits. 
^ ** A perfon of your Lady£hip'« exceUl^ 
underftanding mull know/' ri^Iiiy^. ^)|Bl^ 
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Surgeoor '* that gunrfhot wounds afe often 
attended with danger," 

** This is only a piiftol-fliot wound,'* faid 
Father Mulo# 

•* Very ' judicioufly obfetved. Father,'* 
faid the Surgeon ; ** that certainly makes a 
difference ; it happens unluckily, however, 
that even piftol- (hot wounds prove ibme- 
times mortal," 

«^ The bullet,! underftand, paffed through 
his arm on/y^' faid Father Mulo. 

*' Had it paffed through his heart a//o, it . 
would have been more dangerous to be fure, 
Father," faid the Surgeon. 

«* You have extrafted the ball— I think 
you faid fo, Sir?" refunied Madame de 
Seidlits. 

^* J have, Madam, and quite in the 
manner recommended by Monf Lewis at 
Paris ; it is by much the fafeft. I never 
made a fweeter inclfion in my life/' 

** It muft have been very painful," faid- 
Madame de Seidlits, fhrinking like one 
who fdffens« 

V^ImL Ff ^* Painfull 
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** PaiBful I— not ia tj^c Icaft, Madam T 
replied the Surgeon ; ** I performed it with 
the greateft eafe/' 

•* I imagine/' faid Father Mulo,. " .the 
lady meantf that the operation m^ft harve 
been painful to the patient.^* 

** To iht patient ; Oho !'* cried tteSmv 
geon; '^ your Lady (hip fpoke of Hacifiuient^ 
—did you ?" . i:. : 

" I did indeed, Sir; I fear he ftt&rW a 
great deaU" faid Madame dc Seidlits. ^ 

** Why, yes, a good deal perhiaps, 
though I (hould think not a vaft deal nei- 
ther. — ^I have feen many fuflFer more ;— ift 
fliort, there is no knowing,*' faid tfie Sur- 
geon, carelefsly ; then added with earneft- 
hefs, *' but of this I do affure you. Madam, 
that Monfieur Lewis's method is bv much 
the beft. 1 had the honour of being a fa- 
vourite eleve of his — and, in fome in(lancds> 
have improved on his ideas.'* 

** I dare fay. Sir," faid Madame de S6A:. 
lits, willing that heihould withdraw, **' ypit 
will do all that can be done for this een-?- 

tkman. 
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tJertiah; I iha'fl Be glad to know h6w he is 
afttr the next dtiefling, I haVfe heard yttk 
{kill much coti^Riend^d." 

'* Ybu are extremely polite and obliging;, 
Madarii,'' faid the" Surgeon, bowing: *' your 
Ladyfhip, no doubt, has pafled fome time 
atf^aris?'' 

y^ I never did, Sii: i I (hall ^ped to heif 
from you to moftpw." 

,,•> lam furprifed at that," faid the Sur- 
geon ; *'! could have fworn that you had 
• liy^da confiderable time at Paris/' 

*' Pray, Sir/* .refuined Father Muloi 
*' will you be kind enough, before you go, 
to fay whether or not you thiiik this gen-^ 
tleman's wound will be long in healing j 
for I have not yet been able to gather from 
your difcourfe what your opinion is/' 

*' The art of furgery, my good. Father,'' 
replied the Surgeon, *' confiftsjn hqaling 
wounds isjeli ind radically y not fooh and fu- 
perficidliy; the laft is the aft of'charla- 

ti<w:'* 

"^^ I horiiur'the ar; of furgery, Sir," faid 

Madame de SeidJits 5 /* it is one o^ the moft 

r'rr' Ffa : \xkf\x\ 
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ofeful that manldnd pottet^ and paxlial** 
brly fa to the braveft dafs of mankind.*' 

** Your politcncfs can only be equalled 
by your excellent underftanding, Madam/' 
iaid the Surgeon. ** The art of furgeiy 
is not only the moft ufeful and moft ho- 
nourable, but alfo the moft ancient of all 
the arts ; it can boaft higher antiquity than 
the art of medicine itfelf.** 

*' Perhaps it may be fo/' faid Madame 
de Seidlits. 

** I will have the honour of proving it 
to your Ladyfliip/' faid the Surgeon ; then 
coughing and adjufting himfelf like one 
going to make a formal harangue, he be- 
gan — ** The earlieft race of mankind — '* 

*' I am fully convinced it is as you af- 
fert/' faid Madame de Seidlits, interrupting 
him ; ** but I muft really beg your forgive- 
nefs for being obliged to leave you at pre- 
fent. You will be fo good as to let ^ me 
know how your patient does after the next 
drefling? — Your humble fervant, Sir.*^ 
Adieu. Father/* "^ 

7 * When 
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When Madame de Seidlits was witlt- 
drawn : '* Is it poflible,'* cried the Surgeon, 
•* that this lady was never at Paris?*' 

*^ She nefver was, I aflure you,'^ replied 
Father Mulo. 

** That feems very extraordinary,'* faid 
the Surgeon, 

** I had a notion,*' refumed the Father, 
** that there was a confiderable number of 
people in the world who never were at 
Paris." 

*^ Your reverence's notions are all won- 
derrully well founded,'* faid the Surgeon ; 
*^ but my furprife at prefent proceeds from 
my not being able to conjecture where ot 
how Madame de Seidlits could acquire fo 
much politenefs and liberality of fenti- 
inenV 

** She w4» educated in a convent," J&id 
tiicf Father. .! 

" That clears up the matter at once^f* 
laia the Surgeon ; ** for fo were you^ Fa- 
ther,' and yet perhaps you never were at 
Paris no more than the lady**! ' ' 
anivy pf^ - «' Never 
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" Never ia mj whole life," ^afwered 
Father Mulo. 

," Nor at Mofcow^ neither?" adde^ the 
Surgeon. 

** No, never/* anfwered the Father j 
f * though I have Aeard a goo4 deal abput 
Mujcovy^ particularly of late." 

** O, you have ?^' faid the Surgeon. 

** I have, indeed,*' anfwered Father Mu- 
lo ; ** fome people tell me it is larger thajf^ 
Naples. What is your opinion?'* , 

•' About what.?'* faid the Sqrgeoo j *' I 
fear I do not quite -underftand what vouj: 
j-everence means/' 

** I pnly afked which you believed to bfe 
|he largeft city, Naples qr Mufcoyy ?*' 

*' Why, I fhould think Naples thepioft 
populous," anfwered the Surgeon, *^ (hougl^ 
Mufcpvy ftands upon rather more ground 

*^ I had fome fufpicion of that kind my 
felf," faid Father Mulo. ' " 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

An Anodyne Sermon. 

Impediat verbis laiTas on^rantibus aures. HoR. 

WHEN Madame de Seidlits left Father 
Mulo and the Surgeon, it was partly 
to get free of the loquacity of the latter; 
and alfo becaufe Laura, who did not chufe 
to appear herfelf, waited with impatience 
to know the Surgeon's opinion of Zeluco, 
That young lady had paffed a very difturbed 
night, owing, in fame meafure, to the 
fright, but more to the uneafinefs iKe felt 
OQ account of 2Leluco'8 wcmnd, or perhapi 
rather on account of the occafion on' i«hich 
he tad received it ; for it is more than 
probable that Laura would have felt lef$ 
concern had he received the fame wound in 
any other caufe. Of all mankind the per- 
fon fhe wifhed leaft to be obliged to was 
Zeluco. 

F f 4 Madame 
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; 1 Macltme de Seidli ts Jia vmg ; petcciTOft hir 

daughter's. aaxiety, a1thoii|;h fhe ihadiier^ 
felf been agiuted by the alarming maiifier 
tn which ths Surgeoa had fpoken, a^&ei 
a degree of compofure which fhe had not; 
and fpoke to Laura as if there w?fe no 
dpubt of his recovery ; fhe afterwards ite4 
fired Signora Sporza and Father Mulo to 
talk the fame language to hen The formed 
did fo naturally ; for there appeared fotne** 
thing myfterious and fufpicious to her in 
the whole adventure, and ihe never once 
believed him in any danger. 

Father Pedro vifited Zeluco daily, but 
never thought j;)roper to alk any particufar 
explanation of the accident by which he 
was wounded ; nor did the latter ever talk 
to him but on the general fuppofition that 
tHe attack had been made by real robbers: 
Yet they fo far talked without difguife tci 
eadh other, that the Father informed Ze- 
liico bf Laura's diftfefs on his account, fW 
mother'^ precaution in fofterting^ 'iitt kB^ 
couWS<>f his illnefe td her daught^ad^ifJii^ 
^luctf, as the heft means bf kee^n^^iUft^ 
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thd ifdtcnft n^hicb^ thiat yornijg lady itiols in 
Mm!, that be fbould 'novbe in too great 4 
httnry to, aonouace his perfe^ recovery | 
»n^ declaring, at the fame time, that he 
had better hopes than ever of his fuccds. ' 

Several days after the adventure, Father 
Pedro found the three ladies together, and 
endeavouring to fuit the account he gave of 
Zeluco with the fentiments he wi(hed W 
inipire> he faid, That, for his part, he 
did not know what to think of Signor Ze-^ 
luco's ftate of health ; that fometimes thfc 
Surgeon imagined the wound difpofed tor 
heal, that foon after he declared that it 
had a worfe appearance, and threatened, 
the moft dangerous confequences. BiJjt 
what gave him the greateft uneafinefa was, 
that the Phy fician, a man of great ikijl anji 
penetration, had told him, that he. fuf^^ 
ppded fame fecret anxiety of mind pr^yf d 
tipon his patient, producing 4 flAvirpfeve^:,^ 
which gradually undermined l^is ^re^gfb,j 
an^ 4?flroyed the effect of the f^edipjq^j^ 
^nd.j^p^was. mnqh, afraid wq^^ ir^d?f: a, 
fj^^^^ji^hicii plight ^thfgwi^i l^^vfiji^jji 
Oil: cured^ 
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OQusd; tlic app^eot caufe of his \Jiflblu- 
tion* Madame de ^eidiitd tbre^ i^ Idbk 
at Lanra^ as the Father pn>aoi»crd Aeft 
words, aod the jouog lady berfelf beti^ayed 
fymptomtf of great emotion. — *^ Avaunt, 
thou prophet of evil !'' cried Sigaora Sporzat 
with an air of raillery, *' fee you not 
that this audience cannot bear a fermoo 
from the Lamentations of Jeremiah ? Nor 
is there need for fuch gloomy forebodings, 
I will be anfwerable for it, that oijr heroip 
Knight Errant's wound will heal in due 
time, in fpite of the fecret forrow which 
preys on his tender heart." 

Signora Sporza continued to flight ^ very, 
idea of danger, and endeavoured to keep 
up the fpirits of her friends, which feemed 
ready to fink linder the artful infinuatiohs 
Df Father Pedro. 

Signora Sporza, in confequence of the 
engagement above mentioned, fet out for 
ilome with her companion a few days after 
his converfation, having taken an affeftion- 
Lte leave of her t;wo friends, both of whom 
vere a little hurt at the want of concern fhe" 

difplayed 
5 
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fiifpU£yn&m «Qco«ntiDf the Hteeft<>f=Ze- 
lyw; whoi, they imagift^d, merited more 
w^pErrd frolat^ber tha« ffee ^ai^ wHlrpg^tQ 

When fKe depi^rted, Father Pedro crrcu^ 
Jatedi withcmt reftraitit, fucb^ reports as he 
thought Would anfwer his purpofe.* One 
diy Madam6 de Seidlits was told, that Ze- 
luco was a. kittle better, the next a great 
deal worfe ; at one time it was given out, 
that the furgeon feared it might be necef- 
fary to amputate his arm as the beft means 
pf faving his life ; and the Father was al- 
ways at hand to lameqt, that his generou? 
intrepidity fhquld be attended with fucli 
confequences. 

One da^y he filled M^ame de Seidlits'$ 
mind with the greateft apprehenfions for 
Zeluco's life ; aflerting that the a^gony of 
his wound was excruciating ; that h6 hadi 
not flept for the three laffi nights, and tliat 
the fever threatened his^ brain. — :** What a 
heneyoknt.aixd liberal friend," exclaiiped 
,|h^Falherj *^ are the popr abput to lofe !" 

. And 
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Aqdib he kft bckh tlie mbtker aft^ daogfr- 
let in vtff greit cohcerri. ■ ' ' "; 

He had hinted t6 Tlcinto himfelf, that hd 
Intended to give this impreflion, that he 
might aft accordingly, and give fuitablc 
anfwers to all inquiries made about his 
health. The Father's view was^o imprint^ 
in the firft placet a ftrong deg^^ee, of coni'- 
pafiGion in the breaft of Laura, i;i the hppe 
that this would render her more favourable 
towards Zelucoi and he purpofed return^ 
ing that fame evening to the ladies v(iti| 
exaggerated accounts of Zelucp's torturers 
wl^chi by totally depriving hitn of .flfc^pj 
^Uj^ented the fever ; and when he:J!hoHl4 
perceive Laura's compaffion ftrongly in- 
terefted, he intended again to urge,hj«f|JHl 
in the hopes of obtaining fome /avour^le 
^edaratipn from Laura^ in th^^ ^.Yl^pt ^9^ 
iZieluQa'i recovery. .o :, e^v.f! 

^; Th^s ftj^cwd plan, ho^srevcri (was^^Ultlp 
^^aogfd^ Father MolocgU«d 9tt Ma<taoiA 
#f;%p^l^^^ffi>liour8 after l^edndhaAileFI 
beni ^WhelL heated ikt« littlb «flhik«'^'^9 
wUcit begged 
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begged lie, would l?e,fo obl%h^ M to pa(y 
a vrfit to Signor Zielpco, oodeavour to {$t 
him,^nd retuun aftCRwards to hei; i for:his 
c^e^ a^ (he was inforijaed, altered every 
hour, and fhe did not know .whole accoui:^ 
to depend upon. Laura joined Jn this re;- 
queft, that (he might be relieved from the 
i^everend Father's converfation, which flie 
had always felt uncomnaohly oppreffive.. 

Father MuWs connedi 
de Seldlits's family was k 
luco^s fervanU ; therefor 
ha^ received orders to adi 
fcbamber except the me 
Fbther Pedro, yet they ii 
ther Mulo was meant to 
iti the exception. He wj 
tfoduced. 

I But as Zeluco expe£l:ed no fuch vifit^, he 
Was not exadly in the (ituatfon IieV6u14 
have chofen, had he known of the !ta?fe'erT[ 
Sofeing. The wine and fweet^nitiactl^Sich 
wereoh'the table had fieiij priced '^liftFfTSfe 
F^Mhcr iPcdrcr 8: account) whcrWifeii**^]^ 
^ll3af€4ui^ MA 4i;i2QUfttioiiridhilMt kind 

ready 



-•'ijd' 
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xeady arranged when , he calkd* Fat^f 
Mulo exprefled great ialisfadion nt feeing 
him )oo^ (o aiuch> better thscL hi capeded^ 
•ddingi That Jt would a^ordvconibktioB 
to ills frienda, parucularly xo 'Mad^m^ dk 
Seidlits, when he fliduld iaform therhlio^ 
well he looked. 

*' Alas! Father/' faid Zetilco, '' no', 
thing is more deceitftil than lodks. 1 am 
ia continual pain. I have not flept at all 
for thcfe three nights. The phyficiaft 
thkiks I might be better if I could get forne 
fleep ; but nothing he orders has the effe'^^ 
the agony of my arm is fo violefft.^ Oh ! ^ — ^* 

" You had beft take a glafs of winfe j 
aWow me to* help yom/' faid the Father. / 

^* I dare oot tafte wifte," repHfed ZAutof. 
<* but 1 beg you will help yourfelf to fdme; 
and pray, my good Father, try it the fatae 
time^ if you can, to tafte thofe bifeuits ; yotr 
feem fatigued with walking in this fultry 
weather. There- h a napkiin to dry you 
wilh^-/ yo* ai^e m a- very violent pcrfpira- 
tion. Pray take' 'another glafs of wme.-;^ 
I wiW endeavour to fupprdfs ifty complaints 
* ^ whilflf 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Z E t U C O- 463 

\9'hile*' yod lefrefh y durfetf. The kchryma 
€f>rijik .^eswcHeat ; do taftc it." 
r Father Muio acknowledged that he was 
indo4d:fcry much fatigued, having vifited 
many penitents that morning, and walked 
a, great deal* After he had ate and drank 
very plentifully, thinking himfelf bound 
to repay Zeluco for his agreeable repaft, 
he prepared to do it in the moft ample 
manner in the only coin he ever carried 
at)out with him, a confolatory exhortation; 
He turned, therefore, from the bufet, and 
addreffed himfelf to Zeluco in thefe woifds I 
** The accident which has befallen yoUj 
my dear fon, in all human probability, is 
the moft fortunate that could have happen;- 
ed ; you have had time during your con- 
finement to refled on your part life, and 
to repent of your manifold iniquities. As 
for the pain, it is temporary and trivial 
in coimparifon of the pangs which finnen 
endure in purgatory. Of what account 
are the frivolous enjoymerits of fenfe ? of 
what avail are all fublunary — ?" &c, &Ct. 
8cc, V . ' *'^ ^- > ' >'• '■ \ 

"'/ ^ ' ' ^ ' 'In 
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In this flrain and with an uniform nKv 
notonous voice, mightily refembling the 
drone of a bee, the Father* continued his 
harangue with wonderful perfeverance and 
ihut eyes, as was his cuflom when he 
prayed and admonilhed. It is difficult to 
fay how long he might have continued, 
had he not been furprifed into a full flop, 
in the midft of a fentence full of undion, 
by the fnoring of Zeluco ; who, unwilling 
to interrupt the relation of Laura, and 
unable to attend to what he faid, had been 
long lulled into fleep by the lethargic hum 
of his voice. 

Father Mulo, opening his eyes, perceived 
the fituation of Zeluco, As it was no ways 
uncommon to the Father to find many of 
his audience in the fame condition at the 
end of bis fermons, he betrayed no marks 
of furprife on the prefent occafionj but 
after having with wonderful compofure 
finiflbed wh&t remained . of his bottle, and 
ate a few more bifcutts, he walked foftly 
out of the room^ told the fervant that hh 

mafter 
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i&tiafter had moft providentially fallen inta 
rcpofe, and dcfired tbat he fhould on^ na 
aocount' be difturbed till he awaked of 
himfelf* . . 

Father Mulo, not chufing to be troubled 
with inquiries into particulars, fent a ge* 

• neral meffage to Madanie de Seidlits^ im* 
porting that Signor Zeluco v^2^$ a jgreat 
deal better. This afforded much pteafure 
to both the naother .arid daughter ; and the 
fame cVening, v^hen Father Pedro called 
on purpofe to ftrengthen the impreflion he 

. had already made, they congratulated him 
on the comfortable accounts they had re- 
ceived of Zeluco, As Father Pedro had 
Aot feen nor heard of him finoe he hjad 
hcqn laft wi^i the ladies, he was a good 
deal furpriied at the intelligence ; he could 
4ee no motive Zeluco could have for devi- 
ating from the plan that had been fettled 
.between them, and therefore declared his 
difbclief of the account which the ladies 
had received. ^^ Hfl^ve you feen Signor 
ZduGO fmce you were here ?? faid Ma- 
.' VoLt I. G g dame 
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dame de ^ddlits. F^h«t Pedro/ mtiktaiS 
tfe at ' he had oot.— ^**^ Theti our aCGbim|9 Arm 
later than yours, and may be depended 'oid;^ 
they come from Father Mulo, 'whd iras 
"t^^ith' Signor Zeluco^ and font me thcinel'*! 
fage after he left him.'* . , : 

'* There is fome miftake,** faid Ptdto 
ihgrily ; " he eannot poffibly he betcerJ?* 

** One would imagine, however,*' fei^ 
Laura, ^^ that there is nothing to ptt yd\x 
out of humour in the intelligence we have 
receivedrTtnd which it is certainly ipbflible 
/srjjy^be true/' :.. . - v :?- 

*^ The reafon that I hare to fear tb'attt 
Is not,'* refumed Father Pedro, rece^dSing 
Himfelf, " makes me averfe to joscifcdbpt^. 
ing an opinion which will give dcmble tei^^ 
eafinefs when found to be felfe.^ i \A -^ 
** Whether it is faHe or trae^majj^fbe 
on afcertained,'' faid Madame :<de ScMlltta^ 
ho immediately fent a ftiottniia 4o Ibqiwei 
Ijlie meffenger returned in a few njiatmi^ 
ad informed them,* that SignoT 2ielll€^ 
d been afleep^for federal hoitcsj; aodt^lMr 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



tmh^fie} he: w0ttUL-bfc grettJy bbtMr tvhjgflLi 

<^ Hfearvctt be piiwiferf!" exclainttd <htt 
Fkthec; •^ fame powerful foporific wuCt 
haye been admmifter^ to pro^bicefocb^ai^ 

Ztlttco was at leagib «wq1w by Ffttbeo 
Pedk'o bicnfelf, trbo iwa^ greatly; irritated at 
wbat :<b^d faappienedf and burned withimr 
patieinee to Tettt bis ill-humourw 

■•^^Yqafeizcd a very fea^Hiable tftpment 
truly for flumbering/' faid he, aft« aJongt 
a^ecoatioii* 

^.1^ I feized.it not,'' repKed Zeluco ; V I 
am hoarfe with telling you, that, in fpiti? 
of alH could do> it feized me.?' 

** After I had melted them with the-aot^ 
aoiUtvtfi of your fufFerings, affuriijg them 
ydiih'a^ not ifcpt fdr three night?, A*h^o t 
returned with the ftroegeft hopes pf im- 
ptf<mng on Ibis favourable difpofitipn of 
li^msth mind/* continued Pedro,- ** it was 
|i9d "pDovJDktng , Do Smi &iim; informed ; that 
si G g ? you 
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you were in perfefi eafe, ibuod afleepj and 
the effed of all m j labour anoihilateiL'* 

*^ If the whole world had been to be an* 
nibilatedt fcoiild not help it,^ cried Zduco; 
** your brother Molo has power to lull 
Prorodheoi afieep, in ffkc of all the ef- 
fort* of hif culture. Til tell you. Father,'* 
added Zeluco, with vehemence^ as if he 
ivxtnicA^ flronger Utuftration, ^^ym^iAm 
eloqirenct is fcarcely more powerful to rouTe 
and animate, than ins drowfy mon<>4S^a#e 
'f(J behumb tire ienfes/* ' / :- tlr.:^ 
' "This'Iart ftrcJke foftened* the Wtlth, arid 
7mobthed the brow of Father Pedro. **^J9%K 
'welt, my friend,'^ faid he, '*ntii k Tmile, 
' *' repining at what is paft can do no jgo69; 
all may yet be repaired; that {his fong^md 
Vinexpeded repofis has been of fei*t4J5d'to 
your health muft not be denied tStJ&eladt^St 
but remember that you are' to recoter Vtty 
*flo^Arly, and that you may-pafflb!y t€l^l^'\ 
After a confultation of fotae Jengffi^^ khey 
' ftparated as good friends aTs eirdft ' ^^^ ^ 
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II eft auffi facile de fe tromper {bi^oxieme (ans s'en ap- 
"*^?ccvoif, <ia'iJ eft difficite de trpili{^ le^ au^r^ 
; ^fidl^qi'ils Ven appcrifbivent. RocnEtojucAUi^i^^ 

^" ^' -■ ' • > -J-. 

> P^OM T this time, Macjamc de Seidlits 
;! ;; received accounta of the failure Qf 
>afhc)Wie at Frankfort, ia which her huf* 
band had placed mod part of the mQuej 

t^e had l?ft for the ufe oi his widow and 
«da(a£hten {n the fame houfe alio was the 
j}Cfi4ue of the money produced by the fale 
p^.^beir furniture and other effects, when 

. ihe, left Germany i part of, which bad 
jTe^xedrtp^cfray the^xpence of her journey, 
t^jreftfhe had ordered to be remitted to 

^ her banker at Naples, and expeded every 
c^jr-tebegrthat this was. done, whfn the 

/^d n?w* of the failure arrivedi 

This news was accompanied, as is gfual 

On fuch occ^ons, wkh the comfortable af- 

iD g 3 feriioa 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



^70 2 E L U C 6: 

fer tion that it was only a temp6rfffy '{lb{^ 
psige of payment ; for that the houfe w6uW* 
pay all it owed in time. However th^t 
might be, Madame de' Seidlits felt vdry^ 
great immediate inconveniency from the 
accident ; flie had already cbntraQed delit^' 
at Naples, for thp difchaf ge of which her 
fole reliance was upon this money: 'fhe 
concealed this misfortune from Laurtir w 
fave her the fliock of fuch calamitous ndwSj' 
and in hopes that (he might in a few polls 
have the firft ftatement confirmed that 
there would finally be no lofs. by. the bankV 
ruptcy. In this diftreffing fituation ihg 
lamented the abfence of Si^nora Sporza^^ 
vfho. was tlic only perfoo to wlio^, ^ 
fO}|ldi freely fpeak oo.f«ch ^ fubje^j. a^ 
§ij?; onoe tboxighl of writing tp' h^:- ;^0I^^ 
fm^U.&pply of mpRey foi^JsKf imm^Wfi 
ccafions ; but fearing that tlp^ l&viglbt 1^^. 
e cogveniept, or .pedt^pa not. ^agri^eablcv 
pd having naturdly a great jrelu^qjfQj^ 
9 un^ef^a iif^4jMai^r}i obUgatiftijj fh^.i^ 

'- * :* even 
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Cj^tl^ whicji ihe had^r^eiyed from,^r 
lHjdhatndi aqd on tl^ acqoupt valued fft 
atpvedicir iatrinfic worth; ihq accordingly 
^jpUed tp a j«Wfiller, and fold thegi fpr a 
fyjfl fufficient for the dilchargc of her moft 
urgent debts. 

Father Pedro having feen the jqwfijjeri 
i^Ath whom he wfs acquainted^ coming pujE 
0^ Madame de Seidiits's hpufe> entered into 
€Q{xye^{ation with himi and endeavoured* 
feom a. prying difpofition not unqommon 
to pjonks^, to lift from him what his bufi- 
nefs with her was ; for he well knew that 
Madame de Seidlits was not in circum- 
ftances to purchafe jewels. The jeweller, 
in'confequence of her injundions, evaded 
his queftions, which more and more excited 
l^e* curibfity of Fatfter Pedro, who did ndt 
fed (ill he learned frorti one of tbe jewellei^^ 
wdrkmeby what his mailer's bufinefs wiih 
Mftdalne de Seidlit« was. 

"this gaVe the father an idea of the 
diftrtfs ' of het circumftiftces fer beyond 
wfcat^he hi^ lutberto eiwertaii^d, and ia- 
fpir^d'hinf ^ (he %ne tinpi^ with freih 
r^"'^ G g 4 hopes 
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•ddiHgt That be imagiBcd itrWo^rid^be^BP 

^jiger oeceflfary for him tQ exj^wate^ft^ 

.wn«?4in^ft of Ws woundf b^t jpal]^ro(tP 

admit the idea which the ladies h»d alre^d^ 

received of it^ beiog better; al(h<Ki®)irJbi^ 

general health was dill delicate* tlus f^^^ 

would allow him the benefit of ^njoyipg 

^i^.fxdh air, the pleafurc fom^tjm^.ftf 

ic^ing apd paying hie court tp:/La§«?|, 

wJiile the perplexed ftate i» i/ctiMfe ^ 

inother V eircumftance^ Teemed! to . boi ¥i4i 

^flie adifionitions which the Father underr 

-tOc|: on eyery proper occafipn to'^gi*^ b&^ 

'to ^he mother and daughter, might^t 

lepgth difpofe theifl to liften to hispr&i 

pofaU 

^ ^luco ^ waited on Madame de 8eidli,ta 

and Laura the following day ;-. they^.^h 

'Suotfefted fmeere £uitfai^ctt at; -ftoBg 

kim. Madaiiie de Seidt^^^camd^otiediiistt 

with all tbe folicitude of friendflbl^;' f6^%e 

? 1 . . . * very 
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t)b>^lii«yn«ft^r^ r and Jjamra, imprdSii 
^^^A^ feAfo Tjf dWigatioft, and f&&med^bf 
^fte *^arigef in wfeich he had beeir, behi*^ 
"With moj^e cowHality than fte h^A i^fx 
<lheV?ti *tb him before. He cohthiiied'tfe 
li^fftHhitfe very frequently, and ' wa^ alwajfe 
^&e^fttd in the fame m4nnen ^ ' ^* 

^^'fatliVrj^edro congratulated him on tife 

^ery friendly reception which he met with, 

^ftcrtnHtrfiich he augured* an agrfteable ^dii- 

tfWft^lWn he (hould next fpeafc lb Madiiftic 

^4i Stidne§ On the fubje^ of Zelaca'ij fiift, 

Wktcbh^ hinted he intended to da V«ry 

fpbntj ibift the fame ckcumftaow^: wbifcb 

^hA^ ^B^rted this confidence to xh,^ jniad 

. of. thc^. Father, revived Zeluco'p pfigin|il 

hopes of obtaining Laura without marriagjj, 

lie imagined that the proud fpirit of ])otli 

mother and daughter, humbled by misfol* 

ttrtie and terrified by the horrors erf* imr 

^^pbk^g potjerty,: woUld in a (hort tiMc 

aae^iefins itti^'ttieilct^i]iettsrfhei4leteraisnE4 

.Wdi^filiU^^ tk&jcsrnnoojTf^ 
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- He mCt^d ooJ*, tjiewforc, jbat t^Nrl^?; 
ther, by a precipitate rcaewiJ »C the jnrorrt 
pofalof marnagew fliould reader it ijaprf^ 
diflkuU for him to fucceed upan his pvj^; 
terms, as he expedled, though perhaps atr 
a more diftant period* ^^ 

, The wound in his arm was now on th^j 
point of healing 5 byt the fears he had un- 
dergone, the medicines he had taken, the 
regimen he had followed, had weakened 
bim confiderably, giving him alfo an ap-!, 
pearance of ficknefs, whith correfponded 
with the accounts that had been fpread 'or 
his danger, and enabled him to fuppbr^^ 
delay in the gratification of his dftfir^s, 
with a ^gr^e of patience which he could 1 
ndt have difplayed bftd he been in perfe^ 
b^aUfc 

: He l)Cgged of Father Pedro, Aerrfbte^ 
riot to urge his former futt at prcfeatt. t3|^ 
'prefi&fig an appnrhenfioii ctf difgiril^jg tte 
ladiefr by too muclt impbrtuiitty;; th6tt. 
talked of his forrovir at the thoughts df the 
di&^fefs they werft in, wiflied Aatt&eiJftr: 
ther would prevail on Madame de SeidKi!^ 
' i^ to 
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'to^atce|)t df a ftim of money, witlf whith 
h* dlrc^^ly prcfented him, on the pretence 
of its coming from a perfbti Who fufpefted^ 
her fituatiofi, tut was unknown to Father 
Pfedrd and' to herfelf, and was determined 
to conceal the tranfadion from all the 
wdrld. 

Although Zeluco behaved on this occa- 
fion with a good deal of addrefs, fpok^ 
with great gentlenefs and in plaudble terms. 
Father Pedro's penetration pervaded his 
hypocrify^ and he at once faw his motive 
and drift* 

Father Pedro, it muft be confcfled, was 
not a monk of that rigid felf-deoial dnd 
fnbHme piety that will intitlehitn^ an hun- 
dred years after his death, to canonization^^ 

Had Laura been inclined to meet Zehico 
on his own terms, very poffibly he would 
have winked at the connexion, or given her 
abfolution on eafy terms; but his mind re-^ 
volted at the thought of being acceflary to 
tetrayitig her : befides, the virtues of Ma^ 
dame de Seidlits and her daughter coobt 
14. jnanded 
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mndsd . Ixtt eotixe cAecms - %he(fMt»Tthe 
tijpooey he had froiti^time ^ time i^EJeblwi 
fmili Zelaco had iMH produced a^vs^ feii> 
tkneot ia his favour. He wJAied weUt|0 
both the formert and would hav^ 'cheert- 
fully ferved them in any thiog t»0t attmdifd 
with great inconveniency to himfelf; but 
he would not have abftained from a pinch 
,of TnufF when his nofe required it, to have 
faved the other from the gallows* — For 
thcfe reafons Father Pedro refufed the mo- 
Jiey ; faying, He was fulficiently acquainted 
with Madame de Seidlits, to know that 
fufh an offer would offend her ; that as for 
his own part he had been induced to inter«- 
fere in thi$ bufinefs, with the fole view of 
rendering him the moff effential fervice that^ 
in his opinion, one man could do to ano« 
ther, by affiAing him in his avowed in- 
clination of marrying one of the moft aq^ 
complifhed, beautiful^ and virtuous wometi 
in Europe : ** But,'* continued he, " Signor, 
if you have altered your mind, my inter- 
ference of courfc muff end here.'! 

To 
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Jfenttbb of wh«t b« ovpwd to tlie.Eiii|i«jM 
{hat l» would £ver take tht waFmeft.iiif 
tereMa' bon^ the ladies i but ieilhed aot 
tojbave hia fonjier propo^ psdTed.od 
3ifaJbin 9( tliit paroeular time. 
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